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PREFACE. 



The follo-^ing letters, with, the exception of the last, were 
written and published before the appearance of Commander 
Brine^s very valuable book on the Taeping Eebellion in 
China, and it has been extremely satisfactory to me, and it 
no doubt will prove so to tiie public, that the statements 
made by Commander Brine, founded upon pefaonal obser- 
vations and local knowledge, have tiieir counteiparts to a 
greater extent than could well be expected in my letters, 
founded upon blue-books, the local press of China, and the 
letters of some obliging friends resident in China, Mr* 
Brine's position as an officer in Her Majesty's Navji neces- 
sarily imposes on him a reserve in the expression of an 
opinion upon the policy of the Oovemment of which he ia 
a servanti a reserve m»m which I am not only firee, but 
which, as a member of the legidaturei it is my dutj^ to 
repudiate. Communications with friendsi militaiy and civil, 
who have held offidal situations in China, from the date of 
the late East India Company's last servant leamg Canton 
on the 6th December, 1839, down to the present day, have 
given me an interest in China affairs and stimulated 
inquiry to verify the statements of my correspondents. I 
entered the Ilouse of Commons, therefore, with matured 
opinions upon the policy pursued by the Britijsh Govern- 
ment, and the part I have taken in the House of Commons 
is the necessary and logical result of the judgment I had 
formed. I cannot believe that any impartial person pos- 
sessing competent information, can give any other verdict 
than that of guilty against the British Government, for 
unjustifiable militsoj aggression upon the Government of 
China. 

From the date of Commissioner Lin's Edict, of the 18th 
March, 1839, for the seizure of contraband opium, down 
to the treaty of Tein TsiUi our policy haa been to com* 
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pel the Chinese Government, contrary to its laws and < j 
moral economy, and contrary to our professed principles of ] 
free trade^ to legalize the sale of opium. It matters not j 
irhat the pretence may have been for our wars, the real i i 
cause of all our aggressions has been to compel the Chinese ! 
rrovcmment to permit the introduction of opium into China. ' 
With reject to our present dangerousi and indeed cala- 
mitous position in China, as far as our good name for , 
keeping faith is endangered, it must be attributed to the ; 
British authorities in China, diplomatic, naTal, and mili* 
tary, having systematically evaded* the injunctions of Earl 
Bussell conveyed in the several despatches to Mn Bruce. < 
That dated Foreign Office^ July 24, 1861^ terminates 
with the following passage — "You will understand, how- 
^'eveTi that Her Majesty's Government do not wish force 

to be used against the rebels in any case, except for the 
''actual protection of the lives and property of British 
'* subjects.*' j 

On the 8th August, Lord Bussell tells Mr. Bnico, in I 
case of British subjects being taken prisoners by cither 1 
party, "he sliould do his utmost to keep thcin from torture « 
**or capital punishment, hut olLierwise f/ou should abstain 

from all interference in the Civil War." * 

On the 7th Sept., 1861, the orders are repeated with the 
following remarkable passage — " I have to state to you 

that Her Majesty's Government agree with Bear Admiral 
**IIope, in regard to an attack upon Nankin as highly im- 

politic, but it might be expedient to defend the treaty 

ports, if the Chinese would consent not to use these ports for 
**pm poses of aggression! Shanghai and Tien Tsin, so long 

as our forces occupy them, ought to be defended by us, 
**but in no case should you allow the Chinese authorities 
**topay our troops." Notwithstanding these orders, it is 
notorious that the Tartar Government of Shanghai, in con- 
junction with the British and French, did make Shanghai 
a' ''base of operations " against the Taepings, and a crusade 
was commenced against them which is still continuing. 
Thousands of them have been slaughtered, but it would 
seem from thB following statementi without retaliation on 
their pert 
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The Hong-Kong Overland Ecportoi ike lOth June, 1862, | 
has the following record — 1 

" It is a most singular circumstance, but no less stiJnge 
" than true, that the Tacpings have never yet committed an 
" act of retaliation u}X)n any European who may have 
" fallen iuto their hands. It is undoubtedly true that a boat 
" manned partly by British sailors and partly by Sepoys, 
" which was taking supplies to Kah-Ding, was oaptui-ed by 

the Taepings. The Sepoys were all killed, but elevea 

sailors were either released or allowed to escapOi aud 
" reached Shanghai safely." 

Equally at Niugpo, although the place was in their 
possession for five months, no instances occurred of their 
injuring foreigners, or not fulfilling their pledges, or of 
interrupting trade. ^Nevertheless, upon the pret^ce of 
danger to British life and property, Ningpo was assaulted 
by Captain Dew, of the Royal Navy, co-operating with the 
notorious pirate A-pak, and the Taepings driven out ; and 
they have since been repeatedly attacked and slaughtered, 
both, in the neighbourhood of Ningpo and ShanghaL 
Surely, every British Christian must pray, that the recorder 
of snoh events in our histoiy might drop tears upon tiie 
record, and blot it ont for ever. Bnt wiUi whom rests the 
blame of tiiis policy, and what are likely to be the oonse- { 
quences of it? The blame must be attributed to opiumi [ 
traders — ^to British subjects, who are receiving thonsands per j ^ 
annum as mercenaries m the service of the Tartar Govern*- - ! 

ment, — ^to Mandarin worshippers, — ^to the diplomatic corps, ' \ f 

and to tiie fiery spirits in the navy and army, — ^these partiesi 
have suppress^ a knowledge in Europe of the real progress • j 

of events in China, and have tried to enlist the sympathies ^ 
of the people in England in justification of their numerous 
breaches of our professed neutrality, on the pretence of 
suppressing the "anarchy" that has prevailed in China 
since the commencement of the Taeping rebellion. But, 
imhappily for China, the present state of anarchy is not 
an exceptional case ; anarchy is a chronic disease in China. 
Pauthier, iu his History of China, tells us that twenty-two 
dynasties have exercised rule in China, and the subversion 
of each dynasty has been accompanied and followed by 
anarchy. From a.d. 2G5 to a.i>. 618, there were, in 353 
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years, seven dynasties; some of them reigning simulta- 
neously, and the whole period was a time of confusion. 
From A.D. 907 to a.d. 960, five small dynasties were battling 

for power. From 1119 till 1295 there was again anarchy, 
when the Mongols consolidated their po^ver. The Ming — 
a Chinese dynasty — drove the Mongols out in 1308; and 
the Mings were drive n out by the ^[;inlehou Tartars — the 
present dynasty — which^ after slauglitering the Cliineso 
during fifty years, consolidated its power by the taking of 
Canton in 1646, when, according to the Jesuit Martin, 
100,000 human beings, men, wouien, and children, were 
put to death. The Mantchous have had the fortune of 
their predecessors, probably a little more enhanced ; for Sir 
Harry S. Parkes, at a meeting of the Royal Geographical 
iSociety, on the 24th March, 1862, is reported to have said, \ 
" that he remembered a memorial to the Emperor of China i 
"some years ago, in which it was stated that there were j 
" ten re bellious goin<» on in different parts of the Empire at | 
"the same time ; China, in fact, had always been more or | 
"less in a state of internal disorder." Sir II. S. Parkes j 
might \ia\G added to his list at the present moment, for j 

accounts from China state that there are ^mly ^three . 

provinces in China out of the eighteen,* in which there \ 
18 not resistance to Impcnal aatliority, and in those three 
provinces the people no longer tremble and obey," as 
each Imperial resci'ipt, which appears in the Fekin GasetU^ 
oommands them to do ;t and, regarding the present impo- ' 

* Dj tlic Iniperial Ccnra*. taken in th« 18th joar of the Ke« King, China wm 
dividfd into eighteen proAinces, hax-ing an tm of l*297i99e iqiiai* milci^ tad ft 
popnktim of 9SiJSSI^'i% iadnding Tartarj. 

f EvtTi in provinces where Imperial officer* remnin, Ihrir anthority is defied. 
Tlie Frit ml of China of the 19th Octoher, 1B61, relates three cases in the preceding 
week in which loeil offieer* had been oViliprtHl to fly for their lives in conseqneiiM « 
att«-!ii^>t5nfr to Ifw new taxen at Nj;a nw, Kat-Slian, and Canton. — "Tlicre htiB ho<»n a 
parulj zttl utate of ufViiira, which has ^Jlre.•^d tltrougli the uroviuc^" T\\e Hong-Kong 
Megitter of A\i^'ust 301 h, 18GQ^ calls it a "cowardlj aaid enid gtfftnmtnV Tbt 
T(k'V. Mr. Griffitb John ¥a\^, p. 7, "that the TarUur power ia a myt^^, b phnntom, 
at which the insnrjjcutB can ufTord to laugh." Mr. Bnice iwi^b (^arcb 6th, lb62), 
" tlie UMrehj hu£ itM ori}rin in tlw wmknets of the Government, e\-en nx>re than bi 
Ita cormptjon." Tlie lluKsinn orpnn, the Abtille du Nord, calla it "an inmotoift 
government,"— (Blue Bo<.k, ISoU-CO, p. 39.) Mr. Bmce (16tb Jnne, 1861, to 
AdnUnl Iloiie) " you will pereinve that I loolc u|x>n the fe«hlcx>cas of th« 
povemmcnt, and it« innhility to coerce tlic l ad chnmcters in thi« vast conntrr, as the 
|)rintary caii*e of the insurrections." In the London Qazeiie of Fridiiv, Octoher 
Slst, 1862, in a despetcb to Lord BnaseQ, Mr. Dnice says, "fbeM t^u (hendiiif 
fU'lMate end eeiiii^ caetoni4Miiee oAocn) tX Henltov end nier Kenkia ite 
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tenoe of the Imperial Goyemment, I would parfioularlj 
call attention to me letter in the Appnidix from SDankow, 
dated June 27th, 1862. It is misleading the people of 
England, therefore, to assert that the present anarchy in 
China is exceptional, which we, on the score of humanity, 
ou^'ht to assist to put down, in order to maintain a govern- 
ment which is pronounced to be the most corrupt, cruel, 
and impotent on the face of the earth.* > . 

In tho teeth of such testimonies is it not fatuous to 
jcndanger our good name and waste our taxes to prop up a 



j Meadows says, in a letter to Lford Russell, 29th February, 
1861, " It would require a large fleet of steamers operating 
" throughout some 1500 to 2000 miles of the great river 

and its larger branches, and some 20,000 troops operating 

in three or four complete small armies in different parte 
" of the tract of cuuntry mentioned above as being more or 
" less in the occupation of the Taepiug forces, and which 
" extends about 800 to 900 miles from north to south, and 
" 1000 to 1100 from east to west. It would prove one of 
" the most troublesome and costly wars that England ever 
" eup^aged in; costly as regarded the direct outlay, and 

still more costly as regarded the consequences to our 
" trade ; for the region in question is that which, practically 

speaking, produces the whole of our tea and silk exports, 

and which consumes the larger portion of our manufao- 
" tured imports ; and the effect of our hostilities in it 

would be to overspread it with anarchy and desolation." 

This prospect is sufficiently alarming when the cost of 
our post wars f and our present armaments in China is eon- 

• 

rendered necetni^ 1^ ih» haUtiuil d!tr«gtrd of treaty riglitn, and fbe Utile sttentioM 

paid to Ptince Kung's order on the Bubject." Consul Gin^ictt rcjKirtg that tho 
uuthorities at Hankow and in the province of Uinrpeh and Hoonan di<regud 
e4ual]y the tttdtt of Mice Knag and Oie tnaij^VuAm, Stm§ XVStt, ISU. 

* Sir H. Parke* sairi* " Unfortunately, China for the lart few joen haa been mlad 
**h7 a party clique of inert and ineiBdent Haadaiini.** 

t In the Time* of the 4th April, 1862, the Chancellor of the Exchct^aer i« reported 
to have said in Committee of the Houhc of Commona, that the cost of our wave 
China to 31«t March, 1862, had hc-en £7,330,000, mimu £266,000 indemnjty money 
received, and about £500,000 would be rc^uirt^ for i862-3» lo that he hoped * 
£7»Sft4bOOO woold doe* the eoat of ew GliiiiA VIM. 




characteristics. Mr. Consul 
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sidcrcd. In the Appendix will be found the ktest official 
returns on the subject. We have thirty-eight vessels of war 
in the China seas ; but in all, forty-seven vessels, ut an 
annual cost of £46G»048, and 5,837 troops of all arms, at 
an annual cost of £278,077, which does not include the 
charge for the native troops from India, so that, with con- 
tingoucies, the annual cost of supporting our trade in 
China, to the tax-payers of England may be roughly st at ed at 
a million sterling per annum, which, as Mr, Consul Meadows, 
estimates, may be doubled or trebled I 

But the advocates of the existing policy affirm tbat the 
Eebels do not promote trade, tliat they are locusts and 
desolators only, and that our coinnierce with China aWU be 
paralyzed unless they are put down. The testimony of 
many gentlemen and others who have travelled in the pro- 
vinces they hold, the Diaiy of Messrs. Hart's agent, which 
accompanies the following letters, and the official return 
of the exports from Shanghai, which will be ibund in the. 
Appendix, entirely disprove the statements of Mr. Bruce 
and the advocates of his policy respecting the ^wide-spread 
desolation in China. Since the Taepings have been in the 
neighbourhood of Shanghai, it will be seen that there has 
boon an increased export of tea from Shanghai from 
17,080,076 lbs. in 1868-9, to 53,619,113 ]bs. in 1861-2, 
while the exports from all the other parts of China have been 
nearly stationary, the difTcrence being from 48,709|7171h8. 
in 1858-9, to 58,825,6dUbs. in 1862; and the increase 
seems to be going on, for fh>m the 1st July to the 3l8t 
October of the present year the export of tea from Shanghai 
has risen from 11,361,600 lbs. for the corresponding period 
in 1859, to 26,268,375 lbs. in 1862. Similar features are 
exhibited in the export of silk* When the Taepings took 
possession of Nankin, in the year 1853-4, the export of silk 
from China, chiefly from Shanghai, was 58,319 bales; and in 
1860-1, when thej conquered the province of Ghe^Kiang, 
in which Shanghai is situated, and which produces more 
silk tiian any other province in China, the export rose 
to 88,112 bales, and from the Ist July to the 31st October 
of the present year, the export is 50,111 bales as compared 
with 27,071 bales for the conespondng three monflis of last 
year, when they were quietly in possession of the sOk 
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districts.* The Britiflh. public will no doubt, from these 
factSy be disposed to marvel at the draughts which have 
been made on their credulity. Certain parties justify our 
hostility to the Taepings on the grounds of the religious 
dogmas, and blasphemous assumptions of their ehi<^; but 
these dogmas and assumptions are now precisely what they 
were when the Taepiiig cause had the eloquent support of 
of the present Bishop of Victoria, in an article published iu 
the forty-third number of the Calcutta Beview. All the 
CSiiefs proclamations^ in 1853, and sincci have claimed a 
divine mission to extirpate idolatry, to expel the Tartars, 
and to establish the worship of the true God (Shang-Te,) as 
depicted in the Cluistian Bible and New Testament; the 
blasphemy consists in his cLiiiuiii^ to be appoiuted by God 
to carry out a new dispensation, as the younger brother of 
Jesus J but the terms used are so obscure, that Avith the 
limited knowledge Europeans possess of the subtilties of the 
Chinese language, the meaning may have a spiritual and not 
a material sense. But let the sense be what as it may, it 
should in no degree influence public policy.t ^Nforcovor, ho 
gives his followers the means of forming their own judg- 
ment upon his pretensions, as he prints at Nankin Gutzlaff's 
translation of the Pentateuch, and the whole of the New 
Testament; and I have in my possession the whole of the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament and the Bible 
from Genesis to Joshua indusive, with the Taeping Imperial 
seal on each book. 

As I have noticed in detail in my fifth letter to the 
Editor of the Aberdeen Free Press other alleged grounds in 
justification of the pdicy pursued, I will only add a few 
words on at least one probable result of that policyi arising 
out of information received by the last Cluna maiL It 
seems that 10,000 men, embracing artillery, cavalzy, and. 

* Hm trade and navigation returns for ten months to tbe Slxt October^ 1862^ give 
tbt ftjUcnring nralta in the Talne of importa ftmn CMnft t— 

18G0— Raw Silk, £428,016. lSn2 -£'2,528^471. 
18G0— Tea. £767,473. 186*— i;6,b52.641. 
TheM proofs of progrcAiing induatry and prodoelloBluiv* taken phM iMtiriltlwtMMllaf 
the general desolation, atlribatod to tM IWplngt bjMr.Bniee ud Ui OoMoK 

exwpting Consul McadowB. 

t The recent repudiation of the Taqpinga hy the Bishop of Victoria !■ urcastieaDy 
commented on in a letter to the Uisbop, signed " a CLurchuian," and publiabed m 
Soath Chim^ dakid «ht lack JiM^ ISSfc 
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infantry, of course chiefly Tartars, in whom the Imperial 
Government have confidence, arc being drilled by British 
officers and drill instructors, lent from our artillery and 
infantry, and are being supplied with cannon and small 
arms from British arsenals. And by the London Gazette 
of Jan. 13, 1863, military officers in the service of the 
Queen are permitted to accept commissions in the military 
service of the Emperor of China. Have we sufficient con- 
fidence in a Government of whoso treachery we have had 
such fatal experience, or in the men into whoso hands we 
put arms, that they will not be turned against our- 
selves, or that they will not go over to any insurgent 
party, as we see has just been tlie case at Ning^to ; or 
are we to follow our steps in India, and gradually create 
a Chinese army under British officers, which witli our per- 
manent garrisons and terriforial acquisitions at the treaty 
ports would make tis virtually rulers of China, supposing 
the native troops to be faithful ? Would European nations 
look calmly on and permit of this further aggrandizement 
of Great Britain, and should we not be involved in serious 
complications, and particularly wi^ France and Russia. 
Would the tax-payers of England permit the cost of these 
permanent gamsona, territorial acquisitiona, and thirty to 
forty vessels of war, to be extracted annually from their 
pockets ? These are very grave..qnestions indeed, and I 
commend them to the consideration of the British public. 

In the Appendix I have placed the opinions of the editors 
of sevei-al journals published in England, and X possess 
authorities for all statements made in my letters. 

W. H. 8TKES. 



London, 4th February, 1863. 
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THE TAEPING REBELLION IN CHINA, 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ABERDEEN FEEE PRESS." 

41, Albion Street^ Htob Park, 17ih May* 1862. 

Sir, — I received this morning an anonymous letter from Aber- 
deen, writt^Q itk ao earnest spirit, aud calling upon me, in the 
cause of Christian hnmanitj, and in tike name of a Vodj of 
the Christian community of Aberdeenj to invite the House of 
Commons, to pronounce a deliberate judgement upon the British 
policy now being carried out in China, which policy, while pro- 
fe??ino; neutrality between the Chinese rebels and the Tartar autho- 
rities, makes us the shedders of the blood, and the destroyers, if not 
the plunderers of the property of millions of yua5/- Christian insur- 
gents, who have repeatedly tendered to us their friendship, and 
invited the establishment of political and commercial relations witii 
them.* Sir, I regret that any inhabitant of the dty Ihave the 
honoiur to represent^ should have preferred the medium of an 
anonymous address to me, which deprives my correspondent of that 
which it is my invariable practice to accord to every person who 
writes to me — namely, a direct answer, and which therefore con- 
fines me to silence, or to a reply through the medium of the public 
journals. As the question raised by my anonymous correspondent 
involves the interests of humanity, and the promulgation of the 
Christian religion, and the contingent interests of the tax-payers 
of Great Britaan, I prefer a public reply to silence^ and therefore 
address to you the present letter. 

Enthusiasts on Uie one side, and selfishly interested parties on ' 
the other, in their communications to the public, have disabled the 
lookers-on from forming even an approximately correct judgment 
of the ori«jln, [»rogress, and objects of the war-to-the-knife rebellion 
which has unhappily raged in China biiice the middle of the year 
1850, and more particularly, with respect to the birth, family, educa- 
tion, and character of the present Taeping Chief or Emperor^ Hung* 
siu-tsuen. In 1854, a small and interesting, Vut now rare, ▼dome 
was published at Hong-Kong by the late Rev. Mr. Hamherg, a 
Swed^ of the Basle Evangelical Mission, who arrived at Hong- 
Kon^ in 1847, and joined Dr. Gutzlaff's Mission^ which had 
organized a Cnn«;regational Union of Christian Native Teachers, to 
be employed m the districts, and which Union, in 1818, comprised 



* BrvMb Bhw BoqI^ ^ la I7<li Ai«iis^ UIIOi 
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1799 memLers, who had cstnhlishcd small commnnities of Chris- 
tians in the provinces of K\\ ariL;;-tun<j^ and Kwan<2;-si. jSfr. Hana- 
bcrg derived his information from personal intercourse with menilierB 
of the family and friends of Ilung-siu-tsuen, but chiefly Iroui his 
cousin, liung-jin, who had been the companion of bis youth. Dr. 
Hamberg places great confidence in the information he reo^ved^ 
and the Bishop of Victoria does the same^ This volume has 
recently come into my hands, and has ^ven me new views of the 
ori^n and olyects of the rebellion. The Taeping Chief has been 
designedly represented as an ignorant Coolie, of base origin, and a 
blasphemer of the Christian religion.'^ Dr. Hamberg represents 
him as belongiiii^ to the Clan of Ilnng, which has gencalo<]^ical 
tablets tracing his ancestry to the ] 2th century. There are about 
* 20^000 individualfl of the CHan now in the province of Kwang-tung^ 
and about 500 of Sia-tsuen'e immediate connedaone were settled at 
Hwe-hien^ thirty miles from Canton ; and bis father, a farmor, was 
bead man of bis village^ and appointed to the charge of the ances- 
tral fields, which are the common property of the Clan. Mr. liana- 
• berg says there are about 400 Clans in China, each with a common 
surname, and having all the clanship fcelin<^s^ attachments^ and 
feuds which characterised the ancient Scottish clans. 

Hung-siu-tsucn was born in 1813, aud when very young exhi- 
bited an extraordinary optitade for study^ he was tent to achool at 
seven years of age, and by the time he was thirteen had mastered 
various books of Classics, General Philosophy, Poetry, Kites, and 
History, which Mr. Hamberg enumerates. At sixteen, the circum- 
stances of the family did not permit him to pursue his studies^ but 
a relative associated him with himself in study for a year, and 
afterwards his relatives and frieuds, to prevent his talents bein^ 
lost, employed hira as the village teacher. As his means afforded 
be attended the public examinations in Canton, and his Dame 
always stood high on the lists, bat he did not get his d^^i^ Iq 
1836 and 1837 he again attended at Canton, and returned to bis 
home disgusted and resentful for having been, m he tbonght, 
unfairly treated. While in Canton he had given to him nine small 
volumes called " Good Words for Exhorting the Age/* over which 
he only cast a glance, and then put them loto liis book-case — his 
health had now broken down, and he was attacked by an illness 
which confined him to his bed for forty days, during which his 
friends say he^ had visions, bat probably attacks of delirium, his 
declarations b^ne that he had been talm to heaven and was com- 
manded by an old man and his son to extirpate idolatry in CbiQ%. 
and the ensigns of Royalty were given to hira. Mr. Hamberg 
gives the details of these visions or vavingi^ which implied that he 



^ Mr. Brace calls him an ignorant fiinati^ if noi impoator. — Bine Book, p. 19S. 
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was to be iMptized, lia^e hie heart taken out and a new one nut in^ 
and that he was to be Emperor of China. His friends laughed at 
him^ or cidled him mad^ but his Tisions had become indehbly 

impressed upon his mind, and became a spring of action with him. 
Up to this period he does not Fcem to have been snbjected to 
any Christian intluenccs, and resumed his work a«! schoolmaster 
until 1843. In that year his cousin Li one day tor.k out of Siu- 
tsuen's book-case the nine volumes " Good Words for Exhorlinj? 
the Age" and asked him their contents. lie said he had not read 
them, and Li borrowed them. They were by Leans, commonly 
known by the name of Liang Afar, a Chinese oonvert of Dr. MUnes, 
at Malacca, and were in fact commentaries upon tlie Bible and 
New Testament, and an acconnt of his own conversion ; Li brought 
the hoo"ks bnck to Siu4snen, and said their contentf? were very 
rxiraurdinary. lie then studied them carefully, and at once 
decided that the contents were the key to the visions during his 
sickness of six years before. God was the old man, Jesus the son, 
the demons the idolaters, the washing was baptism, and the new 
heart, pnrifieaiion from ah former sins. He and his friend instantlr 
cast away their idols, removed the tablet of Confucius in the school^ 
and commenced baptizing in a rivulet and preaching in the district. 
Up to this period he had not come into contact with European 
Missionaries, nor had GutzlafiTs Congregational Union of native 
preachers made the rapid prot^ress they did suljsequently.* In 1S15 
and 1816 Siu-tsuen wrote and published essays mid discourses on 
religious subjects — ^"An Ode on the Hundred Correct Things,'* 
*' An Essay on the Origin of Virtue for Awakening of the Age," 
" Alter the Corrupt and turn to the Correct," &c., all of which 
were afterwards printed at Nankin. In the end of 1846 a friend 
came from Canton, and said a Missionary, — Roberts, the American 
Baptist ^lissionary, was preaching the true doctrine, and brought 
an invitation to Siu-tsuen and his cousin, Hung-jin, to go to 
Canton. They could not then accept it, but the following year, 
^Ib4f7f they visited Mr. Roberts, were kindly received, remained a 
month with hira, and, on their return, ]Mr. Roberts sent two of bis 
Chinese assistants with them to tlieir native villa^, Siu-tsuen 
paid Mr. Roberts a second visit; and frankly iuld him of his 
visions and lus impressions from them, and, being poor, would have 
given up his local occupations for supporty had Mr. Roberts given 
a pledge to provide for him. As this was not done, he once more 
returned into the province of Kwang-si« The increasing numWr of the 

frua^t-Christians gave them oonfidcnce, and Siu-tsuen's enthusiasm 
ed him and others to destroy a celebrated idnl (FCan'^-wang-ye) ; 
this and other similar acts brouo'ht Siu-tsucn and his followers 
into contact with the civil authorities. Puuishmeuts were attempted 

* Lk 1818^ the Umon oonnttod of 1799 memWn and 119 preachen. 

B 2 



\ 



12 



— ^KsisiaDoe followed— troops were employed, and aa organued 
defence eomroeneed. This was the state of things in the tenth 
month of 1848. In 1840 tlicre was a considerable increase to the 
congregation, called, not Christians, hut God-worshippers, and 

Siu-tsucn ])reached against the use of opium and intoxicating; 
liquors, and he pretended to lla^•c had a revelation that there was 
to be a pestilence, and that those who remained steadfast in the 
faith sliould be saved, and all others would euifer. In fact, a pe^ti* 
lence did oecur in Kwang-si in 1S50, and Siu-tsuen's influence 
greatly increased in consequence. In Septemher, 1850, a etvil 
war broke out between the Punti and Hakka dana, the latter 
suffered great losses, and sought the aid of the God-vorslMppera. 
Collision with the Tartar authorities followed. Sia4sDen and his 
friends took advantajre of the jrreat acocspion of imml>cr<;, and raised 
nis standard, declaring that it was unfurled to put down idolatry, 
drive the Tartars from China, and establish the faith of the God- 
worshippers. All the powerful were summoned ; and Dr. llarobei^ 
says old aud young, rich and poor, men of influence and education, 
^^raduatesof the first and second de|;fees, with tb^ families and 
jadherents, all gathered around the chiefs. IVei-ching alone brought 
with him about one thousand individuals of his clan. Such is stated 
to be the origin of an insurreetion, which has made singularly rapid 
progress, and attained a strength and magnitude which threatens 
the subversion of the Tartar power. 

In my next letter I will rapidly review subsequent events. 

Your obedient servant, W. H. Sykes. 



Ko. n. 

TO THE EDITOR OF " THE ABERDEEN FREE PRESS," 

Sir, — My last letter closed with an account of the commence- 
ment of the conllict between the God- worshippers, the Tartar 
authorities, and the bulk of the genuine Chinese Buddhist idolaters. 
The Mandarins sought out in their villages, aud put to death those 
God-worshippers who hed not joined the standard of Sin-tsuen in 
the MA, and the lesuH was implacable hatred, and desire of 
vengeance, which from that time to the present has characterized 
the internecine war. Quarter has not been piven by either party 
— kill or he killed has been the cry ; and we learn at this moment 
that rebel prisoners, taken in action, arc hciiig executed in Shanghai, 
under the shadow of the British protection of the Tartar city and 
its authorities. At this period Siu-tsuen was joined by 2000 persons, 
who acknowledged ai tlieir chiefs two females, so that religions 
enthusiasm was not confined to the stronger sex. Eight chiefs also 
of the Triad Societies, whose secret object has long been the restora- 
tion of a Chinese dyiMsty, offered their services, and were accepted 
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on condition of their conforminf^ to the reliiyious opinions and 
practices of Siu^tsuen's followers, and to cuable them to learn what 
these were, two instructors were sent to each chief. The whole of 
them accepted the conditions with their followers, hut ere long^, 
finding Siu-tsucn's enforcement of disci]^line distasteful, several of 
the Tmd Chiefs quitted hie foroe^ and joined the Imperialiflte. In 
the autamn of IS51, Sin-tsnen took the city of Yttn^ngan, in the 
eastern part of Kwang-si, It was here he was unanlmuasl^ declared 
Emperor of the new dynasty, which was designated Tueping (great 
peace), and Tecn-Kwok (Ileavcn's Kingdom), the terms Wm^ 
selected from the Christian Bible. From this time he made a gratlually 
victorious march through the provinces of Kwang-si, Hunan, Uupch, 
Kcan^si, Nijanhwuiand, Kiangsu, and on the 19th March, 1833, 
he occupied Nuukin, the ancient capital of China^ within two years 
of setting np his standard in Kwaii^-si. As his army had advanced 
without leaving garrisons in the eities he had taken^ the Mandarine 
resumed their authority, and all the God- worshippers who did not 
flee were hunted out, and cruelly put to death. Amongst others, 
Hung-jin (the present Rang AVang at Nankin), contrived to make 
his escape, and got to Hoiv^-Kong, where he was brought to the 
Rev. !Mr. Hamberg^, in April, — but, not iiudiii^ employment, 
he returned into tlie interior, and was en^aL:e<l as a schoolmaster, 
but came back to Mr. llaml^erg" in November, 1853, and ho and 
three of his friends were subsequently baptized. At this point 
Mr. Hamherg closes his volume, but from a letter quoted \jy the 
editor, it appears that Hung-jin 1^ for Shanghai, and Mr. Ham- 
berg supplied him with several works^the Old and NewTestament^ 
Bible History, Catechisms^ and some scientifie instramenta. Mr. 
Hamberg closes his volume without any mention of Siu-tsnen's 
blasphemous assumption of his association with the " Trinity," and 
it may be inferred, theref ore, that this assumption did not take 
place until he found hioiself an Emperor in possession of the 
ancient capital of Ciiina, and then to place himself in the eyes of 
his followers, on a fooUng of sacredness with the Emperors of China 
and Japan, and the Llama of Thibet, all of whom are acknowledged 
by their subjects to have divine associations ; he claimed, theiefon^ 
in his edicts, to be charged with a divine mission, as the younger 
brother of Christ ! It does not appear that he exacts any personal 
worship, and he publishes the Bible and New Testament m their 
inten^ritv, and copies with the Taeping imprint are in the hands of 
several feuropian gentlemen in Chma. If, therefore, the Protestant 
Bible aud New Testament be unaltered, aud continue the text- 
books of instruction amongst the Tae]|)ing8, although the great 
' mass of them can only be nominal Chnstians at present, yet nltl* 
mately a pure Christianity may be developed, ana the millions of 
China may abandon their Buddhist images, and turn to the true 
God* But tbe^re-estabiishment of the iSrtar power^ and Uie Bod- 
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dhist pricstlioo^, by means of Britisli naval and military ai<3, would 
not only occasion the extirpation of the present incipient Protestant 
Christianity, but would delaL,^e the half of China with the blood of 
the insur«^ent myriads, who call foreijjuers Christian brethren,* and 
invite them to aiuioable relations. Up to this period (April, 185d|, 
Europeans weie deprived of the opportunities of leanung the posi- 
tion, objects, and creed of the Taepmgs. 

The attitude they had now assumed suggested to Sir George ' 
Bonbam, then British representative in China, the desirableness of 
ascert^iining the views of the insurgents in regard to foreigners. 
Accordingly, on the 22nd April, 1853, he embarked in H.M. ship 
" Ilcrmcs,'* Captain Fislibourne, who has pal Jished in last " Impres- 
sions of China," u uariative of our lirst intercourse with the 
Taepings, which I must hereafter quote. The " Hermes " arrived 
off Nankin on the 27th April, having been several times fired on 
by batteries on the shore, between the mouth of the Grand Canal 
and Nankin ; bat as the " Hermes " was going on a mission of peace, 
the fire was not returned. A letter was sent on shore, and Mr. 
Meadows, the Chinese interpreter, and Lieutenant Spratt landed, 
and were conducted to one of the chiefs. There was some alarm 
and sui^picion at first, owing to proclamations of the Imperialists 
that the English were pledged to assist the Tartar Government. 
The first question was whether Hr. Meadows and Xiieut. Spratt 
worshipped God the Heavenly Fath^?*' — (Fishbonme, page 136.) 
On this being answered in the affirmative, chairs were brought, and 
a lengthened eonversation ensued. Mr. l^Ieadows stated that his 
object was to arrange for Sir George Bonham's paying a visit to 
the Insurgent Emperor, and eliieHy to assure the Insurgent Chiefs 
that the British intended to be strictly neutral f in the contest 
between the Tartars and Taepings. The Chief nskcd if he knew 
the heavenly rules (Ticn-teaou), and ^leadows m reply asked if 
they were ten in number, and began to repeat tlie ten command- 
ments; the Chi^s face brightened up, ana he put hia hand upon 
the shoulder of Mr. Meadows, exdaimmg, ''The same as our own; 
we are all brethren.'' — (P^tge 138.) Matters of Court etiquette 
prevented Sir George Bonham visiting the Taeping Emperor, but 
during the five days the intercourse lasted, the most friendly feel- 
ings were maniftsted, and crowds were ou board the "Hermes" 
daily. On leaving, Sir George Bonham sent an official letter, 
dated 30th April, 1853, pled«riug the British to neutrality — (page 
14S) ; and Mr. Meadows had before informed the Chiels that the 
British " would recognise as the sovereign of the Chinese whomso* 
ever the Chinese themselves might choose or submit to as such," — 
(page 145.) Sir Geoige Bonham now returned to Shanghai, and 

• Li'i dcupatih to Foroi^n Con-nlH, 21 wt An^., IBOO — Blue Book, 1860*60^ p. 19^ 
t SUtewcnt* coufinued hj Lord RoaaeU'a ^jfiyHtg^ffi, 
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Captain Fishbourne recor^ls the conduct of the Taepings in the foU 
lowing words: — "They conducted themselves ia a frank and 
friendly wny towards all ; Uieir bearing was quite diflerent to that 
of any Chinese that we had ever met, so much so that our mea 
vemarked it ; and Imd any one asserted ten days previously, thai ao 
many hundred Chinese would have been on boara, and yet nothing 
having been stolen, not one in the ship but would have said, ' It is 
impossible."' This testimony, given m 1853 to the friendliness of 
the Taepings towards the English, could equally have been given 
fit any subsequent period down to the present time^ notwithgtand- 
in^ the injuries we have inflicted upon them.* 

Captain Fishbourne, at pap^cs 206-207, speaks of the originators 
of the Tueping Governmeut in detail {as dues the Rev. GriOith 
John, in his pubHeationa of 1861), particalarlj of the regulations 
for the army, which he designates as ''very remarkable for the 
complete organisation which it sboMra to exist amongst them, and 
for the very enlightened regulations it establishes for the treatment 
of the people amongst whom they may be." Interested parties, 
however, in China are labouring to make the public believe that 
the Taep^n;^^s are only bri«^ands, murderers, and dcFolators, and that 
their slaughter and extirpation at the hands of the British is 
demanded in the cause of humanity ; but X fear to exhaust yoor 
space, and will ask to address you again. 

Your obedient servant, W. H. Syxbs* 

London, 2nd Jane, 1862. 



TO THE EBiiOR OF THE " ABERDEEN FREE PRESS." 

SiB,«I observed with pleasure the letter of Colonel Sykes on 
the Taepings, who, althoivj^h stigmatised as Chinese rebels, form a 
mighty proportion of the representatives of the original possessors 
of the soil, and have risen in arms for their inheritance. But 
whence this hostility to a people so anxious to embrace Christianity? 
If they are so much astray in the proper nnderstauding of Divine 
truth, and their armies are, aa all such extensive armaments always 
are, followed by bands of miscreants, should not all moral support 
be afforded them? Mission a rles are not anywise awanting in 
attempting tlie oonvenion of utter heathens, but there has never 
been any overflowing fervour to\^'ards those who are struggling in 
the attempt to comprehend arig^ht the mystery of godliness. Were 
a coraprehijnsive and determined effort made to direct aright thii 
extraordinarv' revolution, it would redound to the g^reatest honour 
of Christendom. The Taeping followers could stop the exportation 
of their invaluable productions of tea and silk, and were they the 
. barbarians represented they would have bnmt them befoft thoae 

• Vid« Bin* B(m]l% 1856^ 1861-1. 
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xsrho l>nrned t"hoir towns should have had them. How would the 
British merchants have liked that? But they are not content 
with the advanta^ef? they possess, and the true reason seems to be 
that the^ will not permit that baneful poison opium to be smuggled 
into their country^ the cause of the first and protraeted war with 
China. 

Christian violators of such a law! The Member for Aberdeen 
seems the only man who rightly understands this question, and 
brings his experience before theParlinment of Britain with eloquent 
determination, so well supported by Mr. White. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, Jam£S Logai^. 

London, .4th June, 1S62. 



ITo. III. 

TO THE EDITOR OF "THE ABERDEEN FREE PRESS.'* 

Sir, — Til my last letter, in tracing the progress of the Taepings 
from the province of Kwang-si to Nankin, I omitted to mention 
the euccessive captures and abandonmeuts of the great commercial 
city of Hankow, on the Yangtze-kinn<^, the chief emporium of 
China. In December, 1852, the Taepings attadsed t]ie CitaM of 
Hanjryan^, adjoining to Hanlcow. The garrison ¥raa dain, and 
Hankow ueing without protection, was taken possession of, but 
there being no reststanoe, the peonle were spared. In February, 
1853, Hankow was evacuated, and the Taepings continued their 
victorious progress to Nankin. In November, 1853, a detachment 
returned and plundered Hankow, hut were too weak to hold it. In 
February, 1854, an army of 4-0,000 Taepi^]t,^^ retook Ilankuw, and 
after great resistance, tiie city of AVuchaug, killiug all who opposed ' 
fhm. In 1856, after defeats in 1855, the Imperu&ts took Hankow 
and Wudiang, and drove the rebels down the river, towards Nankin. 
These successive sieges, and captures, and re-captures, oeeasioned 

freat desolation and misery ; for the people suffered equally from 
oth parties, and it mij:;'ht have been supposed that Hankow would 
have ceased to be a great emporium of trade, and become a heap of 
ruins; but a resident in Hankow, who writes a letter, dated Hankow, 
March 24th, 1SG2, uses the following language: — "The present 
thriving condition of the newly opened port of Hankow, afibrds a 
striking example of the rapidity with whieh an active trading eom* 
mnnity can recover from the most horrible ravages of war. The 
same would seem to be the case elscnvhere, for a gentleman jnst 
returned from China, has called upon me, and states that he has 
recently travelled in the silk districts of the province of Keiinj^sn, 
now under Rebel rule, for the purpose of bnying silk, and tbat, 
instead of the tksolation which !Mr. Brace and Consul Harvey 
describe, he found, except where there had been actual coutlicts, a 
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busy industry, and the people more satisfied than under tlie Tartar 
Government, because tbc land-tax was reduced. In short, it would 
seem a characteristic of Clilna, that destroyed cities rise nnrain. 
Phoenix-like, rcsuscitatetl from tlioir ashes, and the people re-appear 
as if the land had been sow u with Drajjon's teeth. 

It has been shown that Sir George Bonham pledged the faith of 
the Britiflh Govemmenttoastrictoeutralitybetween the conflicting 
parties, Tartars and Taepings, and to the acknowledgment of anv 
niter whom th£ Chinese might fix upon.* Succeeding events will 
show how these pledges have heen fulfilled. From 1853 to 1860, 
the Taepin^fs augmented their power, and one of their armies reached 
to within 70 miles from Pekiu, SOD miles from Nankin, while 
another army was employed in the W^tern province. But these 
great forces, detached from the Capital, left it comparatively 
defenceless, and a Tartar aniiy laid siege to it in lb5S, and Nankin 
was on the point of being taken, the garrison being exhausted by 
starvation^ when the Taeping army from the north and one from 

• Tn 1855, Sir John Bowring deemed It of *o roncb imporUnce to mninfain a strict 
ncuiralitj, tliat the Lcgialative Council of Iloug-koug passed an ordiuance^ of wliidi 
the following b • eopy t— 

An Ortliijiince for Her M:yc«ty't Sulyt^cts witliin the Doiiiniii n<? of the Emperor of 
Cliina, or within any S)up or Vend at a distauee of not more than One hondivd 
miles from the Goaat of China. 

HOXG-KONO, 

A»SO SSCmO OCTATO TICTOBUB UQUfJB. 

Ko. 1 of 185S. 

Bj His Excelleiuy Sir John Bowring, Kuight, LL.D., Governor and Commander* 
in-Chief of the Colony of Hong-kong and its DopcndcncieSy and Vice-Adiniral of 
the Kame, Her ^Isgeisty's Plenipotentiary and Cliicf Saperiutendcnt of the Trade of 
British Sulijects in China, Nvith the advice of the LcgislatiTC Council of Hong-kMng*. 

A» OrdiMtMeg to e^forM SetUroUljf dmrhtg th$ ConieH upw exrV/in<7 in China. 

17th Juimary, lb55. 

Whereas it is necessary that strict Xvutrality be innintuliKid by all Her Majettj'a 
Subjects throughout the Empire of China VM«twoen the different jwirtics ut present 
contending for dominion in that Empire, nnd exititing Lci^iiilatiuu does not suificientfy 
provide for the Punishment of those who shall violate such Neutrality t— 

I. — Be it therefore cnucted nnd onl lincd, by His Excellency the Governor of Hons* 
kong and Cltief Superintendent of the Trade of Her Miyesty's Snlaects in CUii^ wHa 
tlie advlee of tbe Legislative CooncU of Hong-koog, that it ahall m a mieflqmeanowp 
punishable by not more than Two years' imprisonment, or by a Fine not exceeding 
lilve Thousand Dollars (Kuch punishment to be accumulative m not, at tbe discretion 
of tlie a«iyn£cating Tribunal) for any Britlsii Subject within any jiart of CMm to 
assist either the existing Chinese Government, or any or either of the diflt rent Factiotis 
at present engaged or who may be hereafter engaged in opposition to the Government* 
by personal enlistment in the service of either of tlie said teveral parties, or by 
procuring other persons to enlist in such sen ice, or by fiinuKhing, si*Uing, or pro- 
cimnjT warlike stores of any description, or by fitting out vessels, or l»y kTiowln^ly 
uiiii purposely doing any other act to assist either jiarty by which neutrality may lie 
violated. 

II. — And bo it further enacted and orduined, that the Tril>«?ial for udjudieatin;^ 
on oileuce* of the description intended to be dealt with by tliis Ortliuance, Bhali 
conmt of a Con^iular Officer in charge of a Consulate and tM o A>-;esjM^)rs, who shall 
be SubjocU of Her Majesty, rt-^idcnt witV.m that ConvnlHte. JOHN BOWRING. 

Passed tbe Legislative Council of liong kong, this 17th day of January, 1865, 

• L. v jlxjuna i Caubd^ CM ^ Ctaadla 
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the west returned, and on the drd May, I860, the Tartar force wai 
attacked and totally routed with great slaughter, the fugitives 
plundorln<]j aud burning the country as they fled to the great city 
of Soochow, the Paris of Chioa^ in respect to the artistic character 
of its industry. The fugitives tried to enter the city, but the 
Tartar Govui nor, fearing the disorgauised Imperial troops as much 
BB IbeTaepiugs, refased them admission^ and in fevenge they let five 
to, and burnti and plundered, the vast suburbs of the elt^ — (Vide 
Bruce, p. 66^ Blue Book, 1850-GO.) All these plondenngs and 
burnings were attributed to the Taepings. The great victory of 
the 3rd ■Vfay was followed up, and on the 20th May the Tacpmgs 
captured Soochow, and immediately opened friendly comrannication 
with the foreigners at Shanghai, and they had fn cjm nt visits from 
French, English, and Americans, all of whom passed to and fro at 
their pleasure, between Shanghai and Soochow. Having settled 
themselves in Sooehovr, in Aagpai, IbOO, the^ despatched letters to 
the three Consuls, Ftonch, English, and American, stating that thsj 
had been invited by the resident foreigners, and intended to take 
possession of Shanghai, not as enemies but friends, saying that a 
yellow flag hoisted at any house would protect it. Mr. Bruce sent 
a letter to the Chiefs, warning them that Slianghai would be 
defended, but this intimation Mr. Bruce says (letter to Lord John 
Ilussell, 5th Septcml)er, ISGO), his mc&^cD^ers failed to deliver; 
the Taepings, therefore, unprepared for foreign hostility, appeared 
before Shanghai on the 18tn August, driving in the Tartar outposts 
and advancing to the walls, without being aware that th^ were 
manned by French and English soldiers. The friendly reception 
they expected, proved to be vollies of shot, shell, and musketry^ 
which killed some 200 of their soldiers, and they did not return a 
shot ! They, nevertheless, made their way into the suburbs, coming 
into contact with a ^lissionary (Mr. ), whom they did not 

molest. To dislodge them from the suburbs, the French set hre to 
them, and the Taepings retired, not having killed or wounded a 
aingk European* On the 21st of August, Chung Wang, or "he/* 
the Chief m command, addressed letters to the three Consuls, 
remonstrating against the breach of faith with him, and asserting 
that he had come to Shanghai to arrange a treaty ; he says, ** I 
have, however, taken into consideration that you and we alike 
worship Jesus, and that, after all, there exists between us the 
relatiunsliip of a common basis and common doctrines; " that he 
was sure that there was some misunderstaudiug, aud he still invited 
foreigners to come to him to hold friendly relations (Blue Book of 
1859-60, p.p. 135, ISO). Incredible as it may appear, while we 
were shooting down those who asked for our friendship, and weie 
defending a city belonging to a Government with which we were 
at war, aud collecting customs-duties by Mr. Lay and other British 
subjects, on account of the Emperor of China j that very Emperor 
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wasfuuictioniDgf British and Frencliofficenaiid loldienbeiD^ tortnred 
and put to death at Pekm^and the Prince Kvmg, the brother of the 
Emneror, in whom we are now placin^^ such implicit confidenoe, was 
at tuut time iu such a position at Pekiu as to have heeu able to 
prevent the cruelties perpetrated upon our ofHccrs and men. 

Driven from Shanghai by the British aod French, the rebels laid 
eie^ to Hau<»'-cho\v, the capital of the Province of Kianj^, and 
ultimately starved it into submission. Niugpo, one of the hve 
treaty ports^ also fell into their hands;* hut previonslj to its 
capture, Mr. Harvev, the Consul at Ningpo, paid the chten of the 
rebels a visit, and obtained a promise from them that the^ woidd 
not molest foreigners^ nor slaug^hter the inhabitants. The chiefs pro- 
mised security to foreigner?; nor unless they were compelled to storm 
the city would injury be done to the inhabitants. The Governor 
of the city a«^recd, but some of his troops manned the walls, and 
the place ^^;Ls carried by assault. Nevertheless, foreigners bear 
witness in the China journals, that few cities have been taken by 
assault witii less lost of life, and the rebel chiefs have sernpuloasly 
kept faith with Mr. Consul Harvey, and foreigners have remained 
in safety and unmolested. The Chiaa'Oterkmd Trade Beport, dated 
the 28th February, 1S6£, has the following words " Since the 
capture of Ninj2;po the Taepin^ have conducted themselves there 
in a very cxemjihiry' manner; so much so as to gain the coufidence 
of the people, who are returning- in numbers. The trade of the 
Port is revivin<T, and there seems a fair probability of its entirely 
recovcrinnp itself." They have established a custom-noiise at Ningpo, 
and published a custom's tariff^ a copy of which I pooocns^ and 
which rivals our old English customs' tariffs in minntenesa. Mr. 
Consul Harveji who owed some gratitude to the chiefs, does not 
report one word of these facts in letters to Mr. Bruce^ dated the 
1st and 19th March, 180*2 ; on the contrary, he expresses himself 
in lanj:^uaj:je so virulent and hostile against the Taepings that 
personal injuries would not justify it. He says, "Not an attempt 
has been made to organise a political body or commercial in&iUutionM; 
not a vestige, not a trace of anything approaching to order or 
regularity of action, or consistency, can he found in any oneof tiieir 
pi3>lie adis/'t That ''after ten years trial they are found to produce 
nothing and destroy everything." In shorty thej are desoktoii^ 

• On the 9th December, 1861. 

t ^fr. IT. Parkef, in a mcmorandam on the captarc of Nin^po, ban the fol. 
lowiug jm^ge: — " It is stated that iuChi-Kiaog they luive cudcavoured to mstitate 
something lik« % Civil Oorernmeiit in tbe duct nicy have taken, lif a|y<intinf 
Magistrates from aTOonp- the people whenever tlicr could prevail upon men of in- 
fluence to come forward and serve with them. Tbcy liave publicly invited a^iitanoe 
of tHt nature at Nlngpo. The midcnigBed (H. Park en) has had an oppurtunitT of 
COtiversiug with a man who had l><^'n npjK>inted in this manner to the ohnrge of h3« 
native place, the diAtxict Qtj of Ttizeke. He coold only faintly approve his new 
Bsrttf%1mtbsdsdsndiial IJMr ngMtfifir m«M Ml jiMlir, 110^ 
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murderers^ robbers, and ravisberfl! The teatimowF of many religious 
and honourable men^ as the apologists of the Tiaeptngs, with Mr. 
Harvey is worthless ; and yet in hb letter he says, "I repeat I have 
no hioM one way or the other, and indeed I shouid Uate that personalli/ 
I have received every mark of courtesy and proper regard from the 
Taeping Chirfs ; and further, I have found in ojjicial dealings xciih 
them, a rough and blunt sort of honesty quite unexpected and surprising 
after years qf public intercourse with the Imperial Mandarins ! " • 

Your ubediciit scrvaut, W. H. Syk.ES. 

London, 14tii June, 1862. 

No. IV, 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ''ABERDEEN FREE PRESS." 

SiE, — It was ray wish, and fully my intention, to have closed my 
stenographic narrative, if I may so call it, with this fourth letter, 
but for the public to be able rightly to appreciate events in China 
for the last fifteen years, four volumes would rather be required 
than four letters ; but I will not trespass upon your space beyond 
the next communication. 

AVhile the Taepings were keeping faith with the British in 
Kingpo, the British and French were breaking faith with them in 
the neighbour hood of Siianghai. 5ouq after the capture of Niugpo, 
in Dec, 18G1, the Tuc^iug chiefs declared to more than one British 
oi&cer the intention ot their party to take possession of Shanghai. 

On the 14-th Jan., 1SC2, Consul ^Icdhurst reported the ap- 
proach of the advanced guard of the Tacpings towards Shanghai, 
and the Toutae made frantic appeals to him on the subject. But 
Consul Medhurst, in a letter to ^Ir. Bruce, dated 2Sth Jan., 1862, 
says, not only was the Toutae incapable of defending the city, but 
the Tiiiperial Geveiuinent was equally incapable of doing so ; bis 
words are, " they (the Tartars) would long since have been ejected 
even from this Uttle corner^ likewise. That thev are ever likely, 
unaided, to regain their footing is more than doubtful, considering 
the effete condition qf the Gooemment, and the wretdied condition 
of their troops. It is useless, therefore, to bope for a moment that 
this settlement tcill ever have protection from the Imperialists." — 
Blue Book, page UO. And :Mr. Bruce says, Jan. IS, 1862, " The 
propo-^alf contained in the despatch is one of the foolish illusions by 
which a Government like this, too enervated to act, and too proud 
to beg assistance, openly tries to console itself in its helplessness." 

dfprarlfif Jotver, than fhaf nf ihe ImpfrtciJ atdhurlfhs, irfio had ali^!iafr<^, Ti/^ said, the 
hearts of ih^ people from iheir GowrHmeiU »» ihis prottBce, 6y tkeir mttceatiM 
^ fjNttthtu tckUh brought prol*etiom i» retmnt,/hr tfntom, froUUy, icmnJjf 
any of (he »umx if/ tut %rritr>r, fnnn the people «mv oppropriiud to ik$ jpuhUo «x< 
^rM4</«re.'*— Blue IJook, 18t>l-C2, p. 95. 

• At p. 1ft of Further PRpen, £BOt» Vr. Hanrey mjn, «■ THey mv h*»d piraUt, 

and a» tuch ought to be twepf ojf thtface of thr earth by erf ry tneans witktM tmt fWtuM 
of th§ ChrUtiam and civilized natioHt trudima n4ik ihit vast tmpirei ti** 
t OrtbtTmCMsf ShuiglMrf. 
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The foreign settlement outside the city was put into a state of 
defence, and Mr. Mcdhnrst naively says, "So many residents would 
venture out amongst tlie Taepinprs, to gratify idle curiosity," &c., 
*' that I thought it best to warn them, that if they did so, it must 
be at their own risk." There must have been very little alarm, 
therefore, aboat person or property, when oontrastcd mth ** idle 
curiosity/' and it so happened when thej did arrive, three 
sailors gratified their curiosity, and got amongst the Tncpings, but 
were kindly treated and sent back. Their approach to Shanghai 
was preceded by a proclamation, tlie ori^hial of wliich is now in 
possession of a gentleman in London, in which they assured all 
foreigners that they came as friends, provided there was no inter- 
ference between them and the Tartars, and trusted there would not 
be any resistance. On the 20th Jan., 1SG2, two British seamen, 
who had been prisoners with the Taepings, brought letters ftom 
the Chiefs-— Blue Book, 1861-2, pages 127, 128; the onbr answer 
to which, Mr. Consul Medhurst says, was a public notification in 
Chinese of their receipt, and that if Shanghai were attacked, it 
would be at their peril. C. Goverston, one of the seamen, deposed, 
that the Chief «:aid he would not destroy any European pniperty, 
and that his nieu should not plunder nor do dam.ii^e. The other 
seaman, Lambert, who liad not been with Goverston, testified much 
to the same effect, adding that the Taepings had a foundry, and 
were casting guns at Hoo-tsung, about ninety miles from Shanghai. 
They gradually nuide themsdves masters of the neiffhbonrhood, 
closed upon the city, but did not make any attack ; thousands of 
refugees, who were refused admission into the city by the Tontaa, 
made their way into the foreign settlement, and costly efforts were 
made to save the multitudes from starvation, a dutj which the 
Tartar Government selfishly declined. 

Up to this period no damage by the Taepings had been done to 
Europeans m person or property, a^d the first hostile shot against 
tliem appears to have been fired by the French at Woosung, on the 
20th of January, when a party was advandng towards the TillacM^ 
and an officer was killed. Captain 'Willes reports this, and says he 
had a personal interview with two Taeping officers, and was within 
thirty or forty yards of their skirmishers. The act of the French, 
therefore, would seem to have been wanton. Tlie next hostile act 
came from ourselves. A junk belongin^r to Messrs, Fletcher & Co., 
was seized and plundered by some Chinese while passing Plover 
Point on the Yanc^tse, and Captain Willes was despatched with two 
gun-boats to recover her. Captain Willcs found the junk in pos- 
session of some Taepinss, who seemed willing enough to give the 
junk and the cargo up, hut the severe frost prevented her removal j 
and the gun-boats left her, "eontaUinff themtelvtM withjirina m 
number of shells at a Ningpo prumned to be the one in which 
ikeir jdratieal dqirwdatwn* wen earrUd Consul Medhoisl^ 
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Feb. 4^ 1862. This "presumption " would seem to have led to m 

wanton an act of hostility as that of the French. Admiral Hope, 
however, on the 1 tth of Felmiarv, ^ont the gun-hoats again, with 
a company of small arms, men, and a l'2-po\nidcr. They landed 
without opposition, and two head mt-n met them^ and asked their 
ohject. Tlie marines took possession of a Custom>house filled with 
anns and stores, and in a room were found the crews of Fletcher's 
jnnk, and of toro other junka f^ng to Hankow, belonging, they 
aaid, to Dent 9l Gb. The Taeptng soldtera wished to defend ikem^ 
selves ; but their chief, who tras takiit prutoner, would not let them, 
and they retired disgusted. The expedition returned on Sunday, 
"having def^lroyed fonr armed war-bortt,s ihree other junks — released 
the crews; recovering nearly iJie xrltule of the valuable cargo; dis- 
arming the rebel battery at the mouth of (lie crtck ; brought atcay 
Jive guns ; destroyed a large quantity of arms and aiumunition, ^'c, 
toithout bloodshed or an accident of any description.^* Considering 
thai there waa no proof thai the Taepings had stopped the boati^ 
and that there was no resistanoey jniiaoonsulta may» possibly, ask on 
what principle of international law the Teaping properly waa de> 
stroyed, and their five pteoea of cannon appropnatcKl ? Captain 
AVilles, who commanded the expedition, chose to consider this part 
of the Tacping forces as pirates, and to punish them in conse- 
quence, becauise it was said a European had been murdered on board 
rlctcher's ))oat; but there is not any complaint from oSIessrs 
Fietclier on t)ie subject. Up to that period, no altcmpis had been 
made to attack Shanghai ; but as the Taepings had possessbn of 
the whole neighbonrhood, and th^ were plundering and destroying 
where they met with resistance. Consul Mei&nist'a partizan 
hostility manifested itself in making a proposition in oontravention 
of neutrality, and without the knowledge of Mr« Brace, to Admiral 
Hope to join the " Filibuster M''nrd," an American, in the Tartar 
service, in cxpe«litions nj^ainst the Tncpin'^ positions in the province, 
under the pretonce that the supplies oi grain would be cut off; 
whereas the sea was always open by which to obtain them. More- 
over, Colonel Ward, with his 1,500 Chinese, disciplined after the 
European mode, had just shown (10th Feb., 1862) that be eonld 
lie sueeesafol without our aid, having juat repulsed an attack upon 
Snng-Keong, twenty-five miles south-west of Shanghai, with the 
loia of 2,300 men to the rebels, and the capture of 700 to 800 
prisoners, whom he sent Shanrrhai, to be executed in a city under 
British protection ! It appears, howevefj tliat Consul ^ledhtirsfs 
proposition was adopted, and in illustration of our professed neutra- 
liW, a joint expedition of English and French, in aid of Colonel 
Ward, in an atUek upon a Teaping position at Souchong, near 
AVooeung, some miles from Shanghai, waa undertaken. Admiral 
Hope reports the leaolta in a letter, dated 21at Feb., which were one 
Flench teamen killed and two woimdedt and one English marine 
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sliglitly wounded. Tlie village was stornud by Ward's Cbincse, with 
the loBS of seven killed, and thirty to forty wounded. The Admiral 
calls it a severe check to the rebels. The next cx|>cditioD, under 
Admirals Hope and Protet, was to Kiao»Gliu, on uie 20t)k Feb., 
the Fk«nc1i with two howitzers, English marines, and Ward'e 
Chinese; the guns, rockets, and volleys from the marines, soon 
cleared the place. Ward's men took it. Large stores of grain 
were destroyed, prisoners were tiiken, whose fate was of coorse 
sealed, and the villagjers killed <^rcat numbers of the fnpritivcs. The 
next indication of neutrality was an attack upon Ming-IIonp;', or 
rather IIsiau-Tang, 18 miles from Shanghai, March 1, (reported by 
Consul ^ledhurst, 3rd March) by a joint party of 1,385 men, with 
howitzers, rocketjs, and field-pieces. A lE-ponnder soon made a 
hteach ; the place was stormed. On their advancing, the rebela 
ran from the fortiiication and came to a Mock up in ihg mmm Mireetg 
when the Jield-pieee from the Imperieuse, ta charge of LteutenemtM 
Stuart and Richardson y swept them down with grape and round 
shot. From 900 to 1000 were killed and wounded, and "Ward's 
men burnt the place to the ground."* A Christian's blood runs 
cold at the contemplation of such slaughter of human beings, who 
earnestly ask to be considered our friends — who have in no case 
been tlie aggressors in shedding European blood — to whom we 
have pledg^ our faith to be neutral in their conflicts with the 
Tartars; and with whom we are professedly at peace* On the 
13th March, H.M. gun-boat "Palmer/' destroyed 300 boats loaded 
with grain, belonging to the Taepings. On the Slst March, the 
Tartars asked Consul ^ledhurst to be allowed to have English 
stenmers to bring down 9,000 men from Hankow to act ao^ainst • 
tlie Taepings in the Province of Che-Kiang. Mr. Medhurst gave 
liis consent, and Admiral Hope gives orders for their protection 
against the Tiicpings on tlie Yantszc-Kiang, and the vessels were 
supplied by Mr. Richardson, of the House of Mackenzie, Richard- 
son, ft Co* Since the publication of the last Blue Book^ there hse 
been an expedition to Wong-ka-dza, t%velve miles from Shanghai, 
with the nsnal result. Shot and shell reach the TMptngs when 
their fire cannot reach us, and the conseqnenoe ia unresisting 
slaughter. My narrative here closes^ and T will only require % 
little more space for some reflections. Your obedient servant, 
London, 2l8t June, 1862. W. U. Stkes. 



No. V. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "ABERDEEN FREE PRESS." 

Sir, — Mv fourth letter brought the concise narrative of the 
progress of events in China in connection with the Taepin^ rebel- 
lion, down to the last advices from China. It may now be per- 

* An eye witness says. Further Fspert, 1862, p. 8, *'Tbe stt M ls tad Immw fl^ 
•eatcd «a awftU ipecuickb tbe liodiw la ion* pbioM ^yiny in 
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mitted to me to review the grounds of juitificatuiD, alleged by tbe 

diplomatic and consular authorities in China, for palpable brcnchea 
of good faith in violating the oflTicial pledges to be strictly neutral 
between the conflicting parties in China; neutrality emphatically 
pledged by Sir Geo. Bonham in his letter to the Taepiug chiefs, 
dated 30th April, in which is the folloiring passage, " Cer- 
tain of tbe Manicbow authorities had issued a proclamation to the 
efifect tbat tbey had borrowed the services of ten or more steamers 
of Western nations which would pitMjeed up tbe Yang-t^ze to 
attack your forces. This is altogether false. It is the established 
i^uffom of our notion in no case to interfere with any contests that 
may take place in the countries frequented by our snhjccts for com- 
mercial purposes, it is tlierefore totally out of the question that we 
should now in China lend the services of our steamers to give 
assistance in tbe struggle." And again, ei|;ht years afterwards, 
Lord Jobn Russell in a despatch to Mr. Brttco, dated Foreign 
Office* August 9^ 1861, gives the following instructions. " Her 
Majesty's Government desire to maintain^ as they have done hitherto, 
neutrality between the two contending parties in China — if British 
subjects are taken pn'souers by cither party, yon should do your 
utmost to save them from torture or capital punislimcnt, hut otlieT' 
wise you should abstain from all interference in the Civil tt^ar."* 

These instructious und orders are constantly referred to and 
admitted by tbe diplomatic, consular, and military and naval 
authorities in their official communications with each other, or 
with the Foreign Office, AVhence then this faith on the lips, and 
breach of it in practice? Wliilst aLknowledging tbe dutjr imposed 
upon them, the officials in China indicate a latent resistance, at 
first passive, but lately active, to the letter and spirit of their 
instructions ; for, with the exception of Mr. Consul Meadows, the 
consuls in their coramunications to Mr. Bruce, and Mr. Bruce in 
his communications to the Foreign Office, use language* with 
respect to the Taeoings which can only occasion th«r bemg^ con- 
sidered objects oi horror, and the liuropean public have been 
disabled from forming an impartial judgment, by documents and 
opinions not having been sent to the Foreign Office which bad 
appeared in the public journals in China, and which qualified the 
atrocities attributed to tue Taepings. Last session of Parliament 
I save a list of thirteen such documents, and in the present session 
I have named several more, which have never been transmitted to 
the Foreign Office, and have consequently not appeared in the 
Blue Books, although extracts from newspapers to the prejudice 
of tbe Taepings have been inserted, such as tbe Rev. Mr. Holmes' 
narrative, and extracts from the North China Herald. The acca« 
tationt against the Taepings resolve themselves into the following 

• Also dc«pat€bM 24th Jii\y, 1&61, and 7ib Sept. 1861. 
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heads: — First, with respect to tho religious profession of tbe 
Tueping Emperor, Mr. Bruce calls him " an ignoruut fanatic, if 
not an impostor."— (Blue Book, p. 132, of 1861.) Mr. Coneol 
Hervcy designates the doetrines of tlie Taepings as "the most 
gigantic and blasphemous imposition as a crood or ethics that the 
world ever witnessed. I can find no parallel in past history to 
match the spiritual doctrines."* — (20th March, 1862.) Secondly, 
Mr. Hruce designates them as brigands, desolatcrs, roblvcrs— 
(p. 132). Consul Ilervey designates them as a scoiirp:e, land 
pirates, robbers, nuirderers, desolatcrs, ruvishcrs, &c. — (Additional 
China Papers, pp. 15 and 16, of 1862). 

Mr. Consul Mcdhurst, in his several letters in tho same papers^ 
is not more favoaroble to the Taepings. Thirdly, they are 
described as incapable bf eyer organizing a Ooyemment, and 
Consul Hervey eavst "not a Teetige» not a trace of anything 
approaching to order or regularity of action, or consistency <n 
purpose, can be found in any one of their public acts ; the words 
Government machinery hnxc no possible meaning here" — (p. 13). 
Fourthly, they "desolate everywhere; they produce nothing, and 
destroy everytliin<T. Fifthly, it was necessary to take possession 
of and Uj defend iShanghai and attack the Taepings, because great 
quantities of British property would have been endangered had 
they been allowed to occupy ft. Sixthly, no reliance can be placed 
on their professions. These are the chief ostensible grounds for 
our breaches of neutrality ; but I shall have to show that there are 
others. I .j^ill offer some comments upon these justifications in 
the order in ^vln'ch they are numbered. And, first, in regard to 
the religious professions and practices of the Taepings : I have 
shown from the early life of Hung-siu-tsuen, that he became a 
God-worshipper from reading Liang Afar's Commentaries on the 
Bible and Testament before he had any communication at aU with 
Europeans on religious subjects. Influenced by the delirious 
impressions during his illness some years before, he considered 
himself specially selected by God to promulgate the doctrines he had 
met with in Liang A,far's works, and to extirpate idolatry in Ghina» 
followinj^ Joshua's example in Canaan. The test for admission to 
his fraternity is the acknowledgment of one God and Jesus, and 
the Ten Commandments, and these beliefs are now constantly 
expressed in public worship on every Saturday by the Taepings. 
But, since Hung-siu-tsuen has assumed an Imperial character, he 
has shocked all denominations of Christians by blasphemons decla* 
rations to his foUowen in his edicts, that he is the younger brother 
of Christy and aota by Divine inspiration. These pretensions have 

* KevcrtWleM tbe rcligioiu dogmM of the Tocpinga arc now preci*ely what th^ 
irow when the lll«1iop of ^letori^io 1851^ and tlis hOiiSmimIm generally nyoietd et 
ihc m vi iuLnt. 7 /^/e LettartotheBSihopof VletorisplgrACImm^^ 
Kong, Ibth Jan^ 1868. 

C 



Digitized by Google 



26 



Srolnblv a political basis, and, when he finds his power consoli- 
ated, he may dispense with them, and accept the doctrines of 
true Christianity, of which thete ia some hope, as the Bible and 
New Testament are printed by Imperial anthority, with the text 
in its integrity, and copies are in the possession of several European 
gentleman, one of whom is bringing a copy to England.* Mean- 
while, he causes all 1711 ages in lUiddhist temples to he destroyed, 
and thereby excites tho hatred of worshipju rs of Buddha. Ho 
prohibits shops for the sale of opium and intoxicating liquors, and 
IS severe in his punishments of opium smokers and drunkards, and 
haa» therefore, much ill-will from large classes of Chinese, and 
even ftom many of his own followers. 

The French Jesuits, and generally the French in China, are 
hostile to the reli^ous pretensions of the Taepings, as the Utter 
draw no distinctiona oetween the images they see in Roman 
Catholic churches and the personations they fiiid in Buddhist 
temples. Nevertheless, it does not appear that any Boman Catholic 
church has been molested, except in the case of the Jesuits church 
at Sik-a-wee, in the retreat of the Tuepiug forces from iShanghai 
in August, 18G0, when there were some internal defacements; 
recently, on the eontrurv , in the assault and capture of Ningpo, a 
convent of the Sisters of Charity, the upper windows of which 
commanded one of the gateways, was left undisturbed, although 
its possession would have been of no slight importance to them-f 
The Rev. Gnffith John, in his " Month amongst the Insurgents," 

Published in 18G1, at p. 9, pays — " With some of the Taepings 
have had delightful conversations on religious subjects, but their 
knowledge varies, and is mixed up with many errors" — (p. 8)» 
but " They receive the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
as the infallible word of God, and as such they have printed the 
whole of the *New* and * Old' to the Book of Judges. They 
believe in a future state of re \^ arJs and punishments.'^ In regard 
to the secular ignorance of the Taeping Chief, as asserted by Hr> 
Brnce, the Rev. Griffith John, says, p. 10, •* for some years 
past he lirus been busily engaged correcting the classics, and 
rewriting a history of China, with additions and corrections. His 
favourite books are the Bible and the Pilnrrims* Progress. 

He is intimately acq^uainted with the »^criptures, and quotes them 
readily on all occasions. He ia now devourinjp with avidity the 
acientifie hooks whioh have been presented to him.'' If the above 
statements of the Rev. GrifTif h John be well founded, they not only 
testify to the ignorance of Mr. Bruce and Consuls Hervey and Med> 
hurst of the real religious and mental character of the Taeping Chief, 
but to a spirit of personal hostility, which is highly dangerous with 

* Ib Nov., 1860^ tbe Tsephig Emperor puliliihtd aa edict Ibr tin tblorstioa of 

Chriiit!anlt7. 
t Sir U. FkrkM.— iflos Book, 186^ p. M. 
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tbe im jMrtant, political» Mid mflitory oowert they wield. The eeisond 

accusation is that they are hriganas, robbers, land piratee^ Ao» 
Considering that they have made heod against the Tartar Govem- 

mcnt for eleven years, that they are at this Tiioniout in iindi^putod 
possession of tlireo great provinces, with a popuUition of nincty- 
ei^ht luillions, and occupying three times the arcaof Kngland and 
Wales, which produce the green tea and silk exported from China ; 
that, at Nankin alone, according to Mr. R. Forrest's letter to 
Mr. Brace (Blue Book, p. 44, 1802^ rations are issued montlily to 
400,0C0sou1s — thatthcy haYearroies in the field amountingto several 
hundred thousand men — that they have a Coinmissary-Qeneral and 
Commissariat for their armies — that all their pix>clamationsannounce 
that they will not rest until thpv have driven the Tai tars from Cliina 
— it is a wilful porversion of tenns to dcsig-nate such liost^ as 
brigands. Then the people of tlie Netherlands were brigands 
when thev threw off the Spanish yoke. Our own Commonwealth 
was established bv brigands — the American colonists were brigands 
when they established their independence of the mother country, 
and the Confederates in America are brigands in' resisting the 
Federals I Had Mr. Consul Hervey better recollected history, ho 
would not havo ventured upon the assertion that be could " find no 
piimllel in prist history to match the spiritual doctrinra, and cer- 
tainly no standard of comparison bv which to measure the political 
aspect of the rebellion The third stotement of ^Mr. Bruce and 
liis two Consuls is, that the Tacpings have no Government, and are 
incapable of organising one, or indeed of organising any system—* 
military, civil, or fiscal. The Bev. Mr. John says, p. 3,t—** At Nankin 
there axe six boards corresponding with those ox Pekin ; they have 
civil as well as military officers in the cities, who watch over the 
interests of the country people. As the cities are pro tern, mere gar- 
risons, and therefore under strict martial law, there is not the same 
scope for the exercise of Civil Government as there would be in 
time of peace, and when peace is restored the order will be reversed. 
At present the gentry and their people, through the gentry, may 
petition the civil magistrate for rearess of grievances, and fitna 
what the people themselves say, ihii it nid dene m fata. Tha wkeh 
of (he Insurgen^B eaunirff U under a regular §jfUem aftawathn, t^kh 
M tomewhat more moderate than the old." 

iir. Consul :Meadow8 (letter to Lord Russell, 19th Feb., 18(51,) 
says : — '* But I entirely deny that the Tncpiiif^s have no regular 
Covernnieiit, nnd have no claim to be considered a political power." 
Sir Harry Purkes says (Blue Book, p. 95, 1862)— "The Rebels ia 
the provinces of Cheh-Kiang have eudeavouxed to institute some* 

• Further Taper*, pp. 13— ICL 

t The Rer. Grifllih Jobn trarollod for a month in tlie i«1>el dittrietR, and paliBabed ' 
liU uhsenration* in 1861. At p. 4» he wvi: — " They liavc a reguW »>i>teii> of Guvem- 
uent; the persona and jpropcrtgr of tbmr tamMta v protoct^^ sad the people 9iiea 
insrketa for them.** 

c9 
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thing like a Civil Government in the cities thev have taken, by 
appointing magistrates from auujng the people. * They publicly 
*' invited assistance of tliis kind at Kingpo." 
^ Captam Willcs, R.N., 20th Jan., 1862, "When on tlie cxpedi- 
ticm to WooGung, says he was within thirty or forty yards of the 
Taeping sldrmSiersv wnd um quite atfotttMed ai their {the iroope) 
ajipareiif equipment and organisation" In commercial niattersy they 
have organised a customs tariff for the whole countiy^^-copy M 
which I possess."* 

Captain Fishbourne, in his " Impressions of China, p. 193, says, 
•* As early as 1852, not only were there six kings, but twelve 
national teachers, and twenty- four presbyters or elders for eacli 
division of the camp, establishing an ecclesiastical organisation." 
And at p. 20, with regard to the military oraanisation, he says, 
" The published regulations for the amy of the Taeping dynasty 
is very nemarkable for the complete orgauUntion which it shows to 
exist amongst them, and for the very enlightened regulations it 
establishes for the Ircatmcnt of the people amongst wliora thov 
may be " Further on he says, " the insurgent soldiers are pro- 
vided with all necessaries from a common fund, &,o,g and it was 
quite evident that their discipline was very strict" 

Now I cannot suppose that ilr. Consul Ilervey was ignorant of 
t]ie authorities I have quoted abore, and yet he has ventured to 
assert that " the words governmental machinery, as applied to 
Tseinng rule, have no possible meaning here," that " there is not 
a trace, not a vestige of anything approaching to order or regu* 
larity of action "—(Further Tapers, p. 13, March 20, 1862). 

The fourth accusation is that they desolate everywhere. There 
must be some truth in this, for in all internecine wars, in all 
countries, hostile conflicts are accompanied hy destruction of pro- 
perty, and the iutliction of the greatest amount of reciprocal loss; 
but Mr. Consul Meadows (Blue Book, 1862, pp. 5, 6) says, " The 
tales of the slaughter committed by them on their own*coutttry- 
men are not onl^ exaggerated, but very grosHy eseaggenUedJ* ^ And, 
"in the meantime they woe doing their best to protect in the 
hamlets, villages, and open towns, all who chose to remain in 
them in quiet submission to the Taeping rule." And atSoo-Chow 
both Mr. John and a well-educated and observant Chinese who 
accompanied him, and " tchom I qucbiioucd closely, saw the veritable 
landed gentry coming in parties to give in to the civil Governor 
their adhesion to the Taeping dynasty." 

The China MaU of 8th May, 1862, a ^apcr hostile to the 
Taepings, says : — " There is some exaggeration in affirming that 
the oount^ held by the Taepings is entirely scorched up and 
harren. Tney hold the principal silk district-^that of Hoo-Cbow 



• Procured at Fun-H-Cln«o wlicn the naval oxpoditjon under Captain Good* ^ 
penetrated tbc gilk dihtrirts. Its title is ''Tnrlff publisluxl the Sotrdof Rersmie 
m the 11th year aS ttie Diviuo Dynasty of Uuiverud Teaoe.** 
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in Cheli-Kiang; most of the silk that has reached Shonghni for a 
long time past has been from the territory in their possession. 
And the same ia the case with the green tea districts — (hose of 
nwang-Cliow and Taeping, in the province of Ngan-Whny. It it 
an important fact to keep in view, that tbc^r could bave stopped, 
and could now stop, our muin supplies of silk and of green tea." 
A gentleman now in London, and just arrived from Shanghai, has 
called on me, and stated that he had travelled in the siHc districts 
for the purpose of buying silk; that several cities ho named 
"were in the poitscssion of the Taepiugs, and the country around 
them was densely populated, and in a hotter state of cultivation than 
that in pa^^session of the Imperialists ; and the whole of the last 
year's business in silk had been done with the Insursentot'' In 
the description of the recent assault and capture of Kah«>I)ing, 
twenty-five miles from Shanghai, by an eye*wituess [C/w'/ia Matt, 
8th May, 1862], occurs the following passage (describing the 
assault) " The scene was now most picturesque; a shell had set 
fire to part of the city closo at hand; tlie enriy morning sun was 
shining pleasantly uih>n the fields, kick with ungathehkd crops^ 
and the French band played as the troops scaled the walls I" 

But it is unnecessary to multiply proofs of the gross exaggera- 
tions of those hostile to the Taepings, and I will finish with a 
single quotation from the official Export Returns from ShanghaL 
Before the occupation of Nankin by the Taepings in 1853, the 
export of silk never in one year exceeded 20,631 bales, and in 
1850- GO it had risen to 67,874 bales; and Mr. Bruce, in a letter 
to Lord John Russell, dated Aun;ust 7th, 1861, has the following 
words : — " The export of silk between June, 18(j0, and June, 1861, 
has, in spite of these disadvantages, amounted to Sb,000 bales!" 
This 18 conclusive ; there could not be any silk to that amount 
without a dense population and continued industry to produce it.* 
The fifth justification is that it was necessary to take possession of 
Shanghai to protect British property. The same argument might 
be used to justify the British taking possession of New Orleans, 
because rrreat quantities of the property in cotton of Liverpool 
merchants was eiulan^ered by the conflict between the Federals 
and Confederates in AiriLiica. But the Taepings bave proved by 
their conduct atKiiigpo, that they might have been allowed to take 
possession of Shanghai, without British property bein^ eudangered.f 
Sixthly, it is asserted that no faith can be placed in the Taeping 
professions. Well, it rests with those hostile to them to name the 
instiinces in which they have broken faith with us, from their first 
conyention with Sir George Bonhsm at Nankin, in 1853, to their 

* Up to tlw SlftOct., 18G2, the export of sUk from Sban^hai, all flIitallMd flm 
the Rebel districts was 23,037 halo'^ more ihm the eijx)rt8 of 1861. 

f Sir H. Farket says. Blue Book, p. y6, tlmt Uritish property waa not injured; in 
fact, th« pvoperty of a wdl-known Cliincse intrchant at Shimghai, adverse to tho 
Taepiiigib wM protoeted liy a FgenchroMi bong liired to Uto in m hooM ia Hiagpol 
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agreement with Consul Hcrvey, in Dec., 1861, at Ningpo. Not 
one single instance of breach of faith appears in print; nor has 
there been any injury to European life or property for which 
xedreu ha« not been given ih« moment the Teeping cbl^ were 
appealed to; the Taepin^s haye a righ^ thetefore^ to claim our 
conficlence. But, supposing eveiy assertion by Messrs. Bruce, and 
Consuls Medhurst and Hervey were true, is there any international 
law wbicb is not outraged, by ^he breach of our professed neu- 
trality, and our attacking and slaurrhterint^ a people with whom 
we are not at war, who have done us no wrong, and who ask for 
our friendship?* The European world will ask for an explana- 
tion of our conduct ; and shall we have to admit that there may 
be a taint of sordid and personal conaiderationa attached to it? 
Shall it be aaid of vu, that we collect the euatoma duties in the 
Treaty ports of China, that we may pay ooraelTes the expenses of 
our last war against the Tartar GoverDment^ and that we give aid 
to the Tort ars to pat down a great movoraent, whi(?h the promoters - 
of it call patriotic, because, ii that movement were successful, we 
should cease to have the means of reimbursing ourselves for our 
late war expenses ? Again, the success of the Tacpings is opposed 
to the personal interests of numerous British subjects (forty-fiye 
at Shanghai) who receive salaries from the Tartar Government for 
collecting the customs duties, some of them receiving thousands 
sterling per annum 1 Again, theTaepings donounce the use of 
opium, and the opium traffickers cannot be favourable to them. 

I will conclude with a few words about the future. Hnd not the 
French and ourselves interfered, the Tartar Government ere this 
would have boen expelled. There are two other great rebellions 
besides that of the Taepin^s. The Shangtung rebels in the ^^.E., 
and the Tufek rebels in the West and tjouth of China, and the 
impotency of the Tartar Government^ even in the provinces still 
in its possession, is so pitiable, that the magistrates are driven avraj 
from towns and villages, whenever it is attempted to levy hew 
taxes. In a letter of Consul Medhurst to Mr. Bruce, dated 
Shanghai, Jul^' 28ih, 1861, be says — ''The presence of foreign 
forces in this city alone saves its authorities, and those at Sungkeang 
from summary ejection" — and summary ejection has boen the 
result, wherever the Tacpings have operated against the Tartars, 
and did we not interfere, the present horrible waste of human 
blood would cease. In case we drive the Taepings into the interior, 
we cannot follow them, and the internecine war will be aggravated, 
and the Taepings raa)^ desolate the tea and silk districts, and our 
export trade will necessarily suffer. AVe shnll have to defend 
iiftcen or sixteen ports ; and to do so we must maintain garrisons 
in them, at the expense of the lax-payers of England; unless, 
indeed, we pay ourselves out of the Customs Duties, and in this 

* Tszious lettcn of the Tasking cideik tad Sir U. Fwltes. — ^Blne Bool^ p. M, 
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case, the Tartar Government will be rendered more belpleas than 
ever to operate in the interior. We are introducing military 
discipline amongst the Imperial troopsj and the use of cannon and 
riflet^ and thb veiy discipuue may be tumed against onndtM Ibf 
and by. We are making^ deadly foes of miilions, who ask to m 
our friends ; and we are involvini; ourselves in complications with 
the Tartar Government, which will ultimately lead to dissensiona. 
The great mercantile bouse of Jrirdine ^fathrsoTi, in one of their 
recent circulars, pronounce our policy to be suicidal! I fear it will 
be not less so to our fair fame, than to our permanent commercial 
interests, and I ieur ulso that our descendants will have to avert 
their faces from those pages of histoiy, which will stereotype our 
conduct in our wars with China I 

I am your obedient servant, 
London, 12th July. 1862. W. H. Sykkl 



Fhm Me Aberdeen Bree Frm," IBth Ju^, 1803. 

The earnest remcmstrances of our city member, against the 
Government poli^ in China, which have been appearing from 
time to time in these columns, are becoming invested with a fresh 

and very grave interest by the news received by the last mail from 
the East. We are now cnga^^ed in a dead-set conflict with tbo 
Taepings. A combined Freucn and Bnt isli naval force has wrested 
!Ningpo from them, but — as appears from the statements accom- 
panying the account of this capture — ^neither to the benefit of 
humanity, of commerce, or of our new protes^, the Imperial 
OovemmenL Commerce is jeopardised, and the Taepings, donUy 
exasperated, are turning the country for miles on miles into a sheet 
of flame, whilst making the Imperialists " fly before them like 
chaff." The}' have only retired a few miles from Ning-po, and are 
eaid to bave reappeared witliin five miles of Shanghai. The 
UDseasonablc jokes with u bieh I^ord ralinerston mot the remon- 
strances of Mr. Cubdeu (noticed in our last) bad scarcely died 
away from the Premieres lips when this news came upon us. 
Yemy the matter is likely to prove anything bnt a jciDS. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE « DAILY NEWa** 

Sir, — ^Tbere ia a dangerous indiiierence at present in tbe publio 
mind in England re^rding the proceedings of parties hk Ghinat 
that may involve ns m a fomrth China war— a war not of qnite io 

short or eosv a solution as the former wars. 
The rebeflion in China has hem makiDg head for ten veers past ; 

and the rebels, or Taepings, are now in possession of Nankin, the 
ancient capital of China, of Soochow, and otlier great cities, and 
of several rich provinces of the Empire. The rebels belong to 
the Chinese party, as opposed to their foreign rulers the Tartars^ 
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an J thej' proclaim that they have a comroissioii from lieavea to 
extirpate the Tartars and lo destroy idolatry. 

The liistory of mankind teoebct lu tbat in civil wan, particularly 
whmi religious fanaticisiii is an dement^ man unhappily forgets 
his liumanity ; he frequently acts with the spirit of a demon, uiid 
to kill or be killed is his alternative. Suca is the state of the 
relations at present between the contending parties in C!)ina. 
Human life Is of no account — the rebels slaughter the Tartars, and 
the Tartars sltiughter all rebels who fall into their hands. But 
this is no new feature of the Tartar character, for we are told by 
Martini, a Roman Catholic priest, who was in China at the time of 
the conquest hy the Tartars, that at the canture of Canton in 1647» 
one hundred thousand men, women^ and children were butchered ; 
and it ia calculated that Commissioner Yeh» who died in Calcutta 
-while our prisoner, during his ^vemment of Canton beheaded 
C0,000 people ; and a human victim was sacrificed at Shanghai 
to fiincar Tartar standards with his blood ! 

The rebels profess Cliristianity, and many among the cornmon 
soldiers, even the illiterate, can repeat certain Christian dogmas. 
In their proclamations the Tacpingseall Christians their brethren, 
and in^'ite them to amity and to the et»tablishmcnt of commercial 
relation!. How is it then, that these overtures are rejected — ^that 
the rebels are called bloodthirstv, desolating brigands, and that the 
British autlioi ltios are prompted to assist the Tartars in their ex- 
termination ? The truth is, that whatever the pretext for our wars 
with China, the chief object was to compel the Tartar Government 
to legalise our opium tra^Rc. That object was realised by the receipt 
treaty signed at Pekin ; but unexpected obstructions now arise 
from the rebels, wliich the Tartar Uovernment has no power to 
remove, without the aid of iiritish troops. An iateixlict to the use 
of opium and spirits has been made a religious ordinance by the 
Taepings,*^ and the Hov. Mr. Griffith John, who was some time ia 
Nankin, states that there was not an opium or spirit shop visible 
in tbe city. In case we pursue our former policy we shall have to 
0 to war with the Taepings to compel them to legalise the intro- 
uction of ojnum into their territories ; and this eventually seems 
more than probable, unless there is such a strong expression of 
opinion by the tax-payers of England as may deter the British 
authorities from involving us in a new calamity. The Rev. 
Missionaries Griffith John, ^luirhcad, Edkins, Cox, Mills, Allen, 
Lambuthy and others, have thrown some light on the religious, 
civil, and social condition of the rebel movement; and on the 24th 
of February lost the Rev. J. L. Roberts, an American Baptist 
Missionary who has been thirty years in China, and is now pei^ 
maueutly resident in Nankin, in reply to querios put to him, 
showed that the present militaiy strength of the rebels was 

* ]lev.QiUBt1ilolui,p.l(li 
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aufficientlj formidable to induee iu seriously to calcolaie the eoti 
of a war with theni'— patting out of consideration what tlie Bisbop 

of Victoria, in Ins letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, dated 
Shanghai, the I8th October^ 1S5S, designates ** the wickcdnosa of 
our interfering between the rcbcU and the Tartars." — I am, Scq., 
August 2Ut» 186X. W. XL Sykbs. 



The TYmei haTing declined to pubiUb the foUowing reply to 
comments on myself in a Icador of tlie 20th March, I begged 
the good offices of the editor of the Dailjf iV«iri.*— 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE " TIMES." 

Sir, — The following passage occurs in a leader of the IVmei^ 
dated March 19ih, 1862:— 

** We are glad to say that the House of Commons ^\ ore unani- 
mous last night as to the character of those scourges (Taepings), and 
as to the nature of the treatment they should receive. AVe say 
unanimoiis, because the exception of dolonel Sykes is only an ex* 
oeptioQ sufficient to illustrate the rule, that assiduous memoer being 
a standing warning against a superstition which has long existed 
in the House of Commons, that because a man bos been in India 
thirty years ago, he must necessarily know something abont China 
in the present day." 

Now, first Avitli regard to the unanimous 'opioion of tho Ilouae 
of Commons. You know that at the cummencement of the debate 
upon China there vere only 34 members present, and before the 
close the house had dwindled to about 26 members. So much for 
the unanimous opinion of "the Commons of Enpland" upon tho 
policy of our dealings with the Taepings us enemies^and involving 
England in another war with China at the expense of the tax- 
payers of our over-taxed country. You and some others designate 
the Taepings as brigands. Well, you will admit that a system of 
brigandage which has lasted 12 years, which comprises nrmies of 
iSOyOOO to 10U,000 men each, and the chiefs of which rule over 80 
millionaof souk, is something hotcI in the history of govemmonta. 
But the Taepin^ rebellion is onljr one of thm great and in* 
dependent rebellions* the second being that of the norlhi in tbo 
province of Shangtung* which the Tartar QoTemment cannot put 
down, though in tlie proximity of Pckin ; and the third is in the 
south and west, the whole of wliicli part uf ('liina Colonel Sarel 
says is lost to the Tartar Go\ erameut ; iu fact, the Tartar Govern- 
ment has little more than nominal authority over one-third of 
Ciima, and could not have that but for British subjects coUecting 
the customs duties at the treaty ports, which being sent to Pekiiiy 
locsl governors are compelled to oppress the Deople hj multiplying 
taiKSy which oocanon frequent liots and rathless punishniMiti. 
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The British GovemnMot is responsible for this Umeniable state 
<^a&tri» bj supporting an ^eCe, oorrupt, and oppressive dynasty, 
the present chief of which was in authority at Peldn when Biitiui 

officers and soldiers ^vere tortured to death. 

I need say little of myself against your sarcasm. I may know 
something of India from personal experience, and of its present 
state from an active correspondence with residents in India ; but 
of China I derive my knowledge, I presume, froiu much the same 
sources as ywi do, namely, corrcsponoenee with residents in China, 
the China press, parliamentary- papers, and general reading. I am 
careful, when speaking or writing on Chinese affairs, and stating 
fiicts and opinions, to give dates and anthorities, and the public^ 
therefore, can judge for themselves of the value of the information* 

I stated, for instance, from the past experience of our inter- 
course with the Taepings, that not a single instance could be 
adduced of wrong to the person or propert)' of Europeans ; that 
constant communications hud been kept up with them at Soocliow 
and Nankin ; that in the last city the Chief Justice of Hong- 
Song, " late M.P.,'* was received with kindness and honour ; and 
that at Ningpo the European community had been entertaining 
the Taeping generals at dinner. J udging from the past, therefore, 
I said we might venture to trust them for the future; and this 
opinion wfis expressed by "Nfr. J. C. Sillar, at a public meeting at 
Slianghai, on the 15lh of January last, for orgam:>ini^ a system 
of defence against the To* jiing^s, which meeting was reported in 
the North China I It raid of the \cb\.)i of January, 1862. 

I am not the advocate of any party in China, but I am the 
advocate of a ''principle," and that is a principle broadly admitted 
by the present Secretaiy of State for Foreign Affairs — ^*'Non* 
intervention in internecine wars in foreign countries." —I am,&e.y 

London^ March 20tb» 1862. W. H. Stkbs. 



TO THE EDITOR OP THE "DAILY ITEWa" 

Sir, — ^In the present aspect of the Taeping question in China 
the following statistics, showing the area and population of the 
proyinces under their direct rule, or partially occupied by them, 
may not be uninteresting to the public — ^the more so, as the ntilib^ 
of a militsxy occupation of the treafy ports may well be questioned, 
- when we cannot hold the territory in their neighbourhood unless 
we leave garrisons in the adjacent towns^ and for this purpose we 
should require treble or quadruple onr present force of 5,985 men 
in China, Had the Taepings been allowed to take quiet possession 
of the city of Shanghai, which is entirely separated from the 
foreign settlement, it would now have become a free port, as Ningpo 
was during the five months the Taeping were in possession of the 
oi^, and until driven out by the eonjoint operations of CSaptain 
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Dew, of Her Majesty's sbip Eacounter, md the notorioat puwte 
chief A-pak*^n allianoe not Teiy ereditahle to lu. — am, 
London, August 2nd, 1863. W. H. 8yke& 



IX COMPLEXG POSSESSION OF THE TAEPIK08. 
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FABTIALLX OCXIUPIED BY TiiE TAEP1NQ& 
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The Tae])iugs have also bodies of troops out iu other provinces. 

The above statistics are from the CSensus of 1825, called Ta-tsing, 
and are quoted at traitworthy by Dr. Morrison. The province of 
Che<Kiaiig produces the green tea and silk which is sent to 
Shanghai} and the export of silk froui that city, since the Taepings 
took possession of Nankin in 1853, has risen from 28,076 hales <o 
66,464 in 1861-2, and in 1856-7 the export for that season was 
92,1 GO bales, notwithstanding the asserted desolation <^ the 
provinces. 

£Y£NTI^ AT NINGPO. 

TO THB BDITOE OF THB DAILY HBW8.'* 

Sib,— *The British puhlic haye good cause for eompUint that 
sufficient means are not affinrded to them hj the goYemment^ for 
fonning an accurate judgment upon the character and oonse* 
quences to the tax-payers of England of the policy being pursued 

in CLina. A despatch is published in the Gazette, or Rome selected 
matters appear iu an occasional parliamentary Blue Book, but not 
one in ten thousand of the reading public ever cast eyes upon one 
or the other ; the result is a dangerous ignorance of matters jeopar- 
dising Enslish interests Is it to be believed that if the English 
public bad possessed a runninft knowledge of the faots commuai- 
catod hy the local press in China (alwavs mcepting the JKMI 
China Merald)^ and the oommente of t&e iCTem editoia upon 
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those events for the last two years, that the diplomatists in China 
would not have had ominous warnings of future public resentment 
for repeated breaches of nuutrulity with the Taepinffs — breaches 
which have involved the Brituh nation in a war with a powerful 
hody, which, hy its occupation of a great extent of territory, haa 
the means of inflicting a grievous injury upon Britieh trade, in the 
costly products of fpreen tea and raw silk, which ore chiefly sup* 
plied from the province of Chc-Kiang? This province, according 
to the last Imperial or Tartar census, contained a popnlntion of 
26,256,784 souls, and an urea of 39,150 square miles, being in fact 
nearly as populous as Great Britain and Ireland. By the last 
advices, every district of this province (a kiu^dom in size), with 
the exception of Shanghai and Ningpo, vtu» in the possession of 
the Taepings; hesides two other proirinces,* the three with 
98/268,860 soids, and an area of 131,811 nqnare miles, and they 
had the power to destroy the mulherry trees and green tea bushes. 
It would seem fatuous, therefore, to exasperate those who conld 
inflict such injury upon our trade ; a people, moreover, wlio, in 
their despatches to our diplomatic and military authorities, en- 
treated our friendship, and souglit to establish commercial relations 
with us. Nevertheless, great recklessness has been displayed by 
Admiral Hope in liis several successful assaults upon, and slaughter 
of the Taepin(>s in the neighbourhood of Shanghai, with the no 
very ercditable result, howcTer, of being ultimately obliged to 
abandon the open field to them. The unL illel-for storming and 
capture of Ningpo by Captain Dew, of II. M* ship fincounter, 
under circumstances detailed in China ofHcial papers, issued since 
parliament rose, is equally reckless. You, sir, would do a service 
to truth, to humanity, ana to the public interests, to bring these 
circumstances into general notice by their publication in the Daily 
News, 

The eorrespondenoe with the Tenping chiefs at Ninepo began 
with Ooptain Craigie,of the Bin g love, who addressed the foL* 
lowing letter to Hwang, General Commanding at Ningpo: 

CX)MMA2IDSE C1U10IB TO HWANG, GENERAL COMMANDING IN NINGFO. 

Ringdove, Kingpo, April 22, 1862. 
Sir, — I have to inform you that this morning, at a little after 
10 o'clock, I heard a rifle shot fired from the wall abreast of the 
ship, and on using* a glass, observed throe or four men armed with 
fire-armSj who took deiiberale aim from the top of the wall and 
fired at the ship, one bullet falling close to the ship, another 
passing over her. Immediote steps roust be taken by you to 
inquire into this matter and punish the offenders, otherwise it will 
inevitably lead to a breach of our present relations. I await an 
immediate answer. I remain, Szg., 

(Signed) IL Craioib. 

* 

* Xiaiif^SM sad Oasa«bw^^« 
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(Thmdatiim.) 

HWAKO, GBXSKAL OdMSf AXDIKG XK KIKOro^ TO OOMMAXDBB CRAIOIX. 

Hwang, Ge neral, &c., in reply to Captain Cralgie, II.N., Her 
Hajcstv's ship Ringdove. I have just received your valuable com* 
muuication, and have informed myself thoroughly of its contonta. 
Tbo conduct of those persons wlio fired at your ship^ with the 
evident intention and desire of bringing about a breach of the 
friendly relations at present existing between our respective 
countries, is detestable to tlic last degree. I have already de- 
spatched an ofHcer with orders to inquire minutely into the affiiir. 
In forwarding you this special reply, I beg to assure yoii that» as 
soon as 1 have discoTered the ofienders, I will punish them vety 
eererely. I hope, then, that you will think no more about the 
matten I despatch this letter for the very purpose of replying to 
your communication, nn well as to wi<?"h yon Tnilitary happiness. 
A communication in reply. In the name of the Father, Elder 
Brotlior, and Prince of Heaven, 11th day of 3rd morn of 12th 
(Jin li ail) year of the Heavenly Kingdom of Tacping. (Received 
22nd April, 1862.) 

On the 27th April (it is necessary to attend to dalos) Captcun 
Dew WTote as follows to tbe Generals Ilwaug and Fang : 

Encounter, Ningpo, April 27, 1862. 

SlK, — We liave received from Commander Craigie your cora- 
munication regarding the accidental discharge of bullets whilst 
firing a salute whereby several Uvea were sacrificed in the foreign 
settlement, as well as the oommunication from General Hwang« 
Both these are so satisfactory, and tend so much to impress on us 
your wish to maintain friendly relations with the English and 
French, that we beg to infonn you that we shall not insist on the 
demolition of the battery at tne point, but we still do that you 
remove the guns, as the same lawless soldiers who fire musket balls 
at us may fire the great guns. (Captain Dew then tells the 
Generals he does nut listen to idle tales, and then continues) : 

We again inform rou that it is the eameat with of our ehiefa 
to remain neutral and on good terms with you at Ningpo. Till 
the late acts, they had every reason to be satisfied with your con- 
duct, and you may rest assured that no breach of friendly relations 
shall eminate from our side. Tf, on the contrary, any shots are 
fired from the walls on our ship<, 1 shall immediately give orders 
to knock down with shell the portion whence the shots issued ; but 
you will not look on this as on act of hostility, but rather as tha 
punishment ol Ihu^e lawless men who provoke the attack. 

(Signed) R. Dew. 

Incredible us it may appear, the very day after the above letter 
- waa sent, which condoned all previous offences, and which es- 
piossed ths most earnest wish to remain on friendly terms* Gaptaiik 
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J)cw, in oblivioa ot his promiaea^ addressed the following letter 

to the Generals : 

CAPXAIN DEW TO THE OFFICER IN COMMA^'D OF TAEPIKO 

TROOPS, NlNCrO. 

Encounter. Ningpo, April 28, 1862. 
Stl^ — ^It haviag been reported to tlie French and British 
admirals hy their respective officers commanding at Ninffpo, that 
several grave insults have been ofTcrcd by the Tacping soldiers (in 

occupation of Ningpo), vi?., by the finn<^ of musket balls on tboir 
ships from tlie walls, thereby enrlnngLrinrr the lives of their crews, 
lis well as killing several men in the foreign settlem^ nt, this Ix^ing 
a breach of the amicable relations which we have wished to main* 
tain with your people, I have been sent here with a coDsiderable 
force to demand (in conjunctton with the French senior officer) an 
ample apolo^ these Insults, as well as guarantees against their 
recurrence. Having consulted with the officers here in command, I 
have come to a conclusion that the foreign settlement is now being 
seriously menaced by a large battery in course of construction at 
, a point outside the city wall; this battery may be for the purpose 
of repelling attack on the cit\', but it will be equally ready to 
open fire on the foreign settlement, wbich it commands, so I have 
to request that yon will cause it to be immediately pulled down, 
and that all guns now mounted on the walls opposite our settle- 
ment, be removed as welL I am requested by my admiral to inform 
you that it would grieve him much to be obliged, by the hostile 
acts of your people, to corae into collision with them ; he will be 
very sorr^ if no should be compelled to resort to force, as he has 
not the intention or wish to interfere with fbe Imperialists and 
yourself at Ningpo; and if the former should attack the city we 
should be entirely neutral, and will not even allow the foreign 
settlement to harbour the Imperialists. I think you will see that 
my demands are purely defensive as regards the removal of this 
battery and ffans» and I haTS now to inform yon that, on the part 
of myself and senior French naval officer^ that if, at the expiiation 
of twenty- four hours from your receipt of this letter they have not 
been complied with, we shall request permission from our admirals 
to talce measures to carry them into execution by anchoring abreast 
of, and destroying the said battery ; and I have further to inform 
you, that if but one shot is fired on our ships, I shall look on it as 
an act of hostiliu^ shall remove all foreign phi pa from the river, 
and our people from the settlement, and probably the capture of 
the city of Ningpo may follow. I may, morsover, tell you that 
firing on the ships and flaff of their country is an insult that no 
Western nation will brook, and in all cases instant and ample 
reparation is expected. I am further ordered by my admiral to 
inform you, that hitherto he has been perfectly satisfied with your 
conduct and that of your people ; that their wanton acta at Niogpo 
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dUtreat him mucli ; and that he will have you heliere, that what- 
ever may occur hetweon ourselves and the Taepings in the neigh* . 
bourbood of Shanghai, at Ningpo he wishes our relatione to be 

amicable. "SVhcn these my reasonable demands have been carried 
into cifcct, I beg you will report tUcniy and I will send officers on 
our behalf to report thereon, I have, Stc, 

(Signed) R. Dew. 

This renewal of demands, which had been abandoned the day 
previous, must have convinced the Generals that Cuptain Dew was 
resolved to quarrel with them, for he knew and felt, as bearing 
arms himself, that no human being with an ounce of militant 
blood in his veins would comply with such insulting demands, and 
he would not have Tentured to make the proposition even to one 
of the disorganised republics of South America. * 

The answer of the Generals, far from defiant, argues the de- 
rannd? forbearint^ly, and says the Generak will not be the first to 
commence hostilities. The intimation from Captain Dew of tho 
friendship of Admiral ITope, and his own assurance of neutrality 
between the Imperialists and Taepings, would seem to have been 
written in mockery. 

Q£N£&ALS HWANG AND FANG TO CAPTAIN J>BW* 

(Precis.) 

Hwang, General, 2cc., Fang, General, &c., in ofHcial communi- 
cation with Captain R. Dew, R.N., Her Jiajcsty's ship En- 
counter : — ^In reply to your letter requesting the removal of the 

battery and guns, we would remark that ever since the capture of 
jfi^ingpo^ both parties have been on most friendly and intimate 
terms. No suspicions or dislikes; we have done everything in 
our power to protect your trade, and kept good faith in every 
respect ; have always inquired into complaints made to us of our 
soldiers, and even beheaded sorae men who broke into a foreign 
hong f have wiblied to keep a lasting peace with you, and have 
done all in our power to uiat end* Tne diseharge of bnUele in 
firing the salute the other da^, was quite accidental; have alraedj 
taken steps towards punishmg offenders. With regard to the 
erection of a fort at tbe point, it is a precautionary measure that 
a proper regard for the lives of our solaiers renders indispensable^ 
and has nothing whatever to do with foreigners, as has been 
already stated to Captain Montgomerie. It is now completed, and 
we cannot assent to its removal ; so also we cannot ao^ree to the 
removal of the guus from the walls. W e have continually esteemed 
good faith and right. Our soldiers have been robbed* and intuited 
on the foreign settlement^ and our proclamations torn down ; all 
these cases have been reported and complained of to you^ but we 
are not aware that you have in any single instance taken any atepa 

* A Taeping had his &nger cat off in tbe Eoropean ttettlemeat, to roh him of a ring. 
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in the matter. Not that we think such things have been done by 
your direction. Ilave we ever, because of such acts, complained 
that you had insulted us, and that hostilities must ensue f With 
good faith and right feeling, as the Alpha and Omega of ones 
conduct, each party can afford to put up with one or two trifling 
matters. With regard to that part of your letter having reference 
to a probable outbreak of hostihtics (we would inform you) that we 
are not in the least degree concerned thereat (///., we are not ap- 
prehensive, nor do we take offence thereat) ; we could not bear to 
break the oath of friendship we have swoni. Wo cannot remove 
the fort or the guns, should you proceed p'oursdves to move the 
same, dien it is evident that you have the intention of quarrellinjgf 
with us. You can, if you please, lead on your soldiers against thia 
city ; you can, if you please, attack us ; we shall stand quietly on 
the defensive (lit., we shall await the battle with hand in the cuff, 
i.e., we shall not strike the first blow). AVe shall certainly let you 
lake the initiative before we commence operations against, and 
try conclusions (original text, deteriuiue which is the male, and 
which the female bird) with you. We would beg of you to give 
orders not to remove tne people from Keong-Pih-gau, as a fight he^ 
tween your ships and ourselves can have nothing to do with them, 
and we shall on no account attempt to molest them. In forwarding 
this special communication, request, after consideration of the same, 
that a reply may bo sent. Yon still wish to bo on friendly terms 
with us, let, then, these dislikes and suspicions be committed to the 
deep. With the increased force of constables you have established, 
added to the steps we have taken with a view to police control, 
lawless persons will be unable to escape ; in any large army good 
or hod are to he found; do not, therefore, let a small matter like 
this, occasion a hreach of such a grand principle as amity. Gbod 
fdlowship would request you to give our argument your very best 
consideration. At the end of lut year, at au interview Captain 
Corbett had with us in the city, we were informed that the people 
of Keang-Pih-gau would be under foreign rule, and that they 
would not be subjected to our jurisdiction. Wo found it impos- 
sible to give our assent to such an arrangement, for the following 
reasons : Oar true and holy lord, the heavenly prince (Tien Wang^ 
has received the divine commission, appointing him to rule over 
the whole empire (lii,, the hills and rivers), and throughout the 
land ; " there is not ** (as the Skekin^ says) " a clod of earth that 
belongs not to our kings." And this is why we did not dare to 
take it upon us to settle the matter, but referred it for decision to 
our holy lord. In our late visit, on mattors of business, to the 
capital, we mentioned the matter of Kcang-Pih-gau to his Majesty, 
and received his commands thereon as follows : — " Friendly rela- 
tions having been eondnded (between tiie respective oountries)» 
yon must in ereiy matter make a point of heing respectful in your 
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deportment (toivards foreigners), and must not lose sight of good 
faith and right principles. Let their trade contlnuo as formerly, but 
the people must revert to our rule (///., it is ourdj'naaty that most 
give peace and consolation to the people). Respect this." In 
obedience to these commands, we have, therefore, to request that 
no foreign powers will exercise any interference with the people 
or nlTairs of Keang-Pih-gau ; in ever}' particular they must be 
subject to our jurisdiction. This matter being of great importflnce, 
as ivell as with a view to prevent future disputes on the subject, 
we think it right to report to you (Tean-Wang'8 decision there- 
upon) : — *' Should you agree thereto, our country and ecch of your 
countries will for ever and ever be united in the bonds of love and 
relationship. Tlien it may be truly said of us, that we are of the 
class of those ' whose one word is us weigbty as nine tripods.'" It 
is with the best intentions that we have put forward the above 
most important argument. Whilst forwarding this reply, we 
await an answer {lit., a jewel in return). — In the name of the 
Fatlier of Heaven, the EMer Brotlier of Heaven, and the Prince 
of Heaven, ISth day of 3rd raoon, of 12th (Jeu-hsii) year of 
heavenly kingdom of Taepiug. 
(Received 2dth April, 1862.J 

Captain Dew is not to be satisfied by argument or a eonoiliatoiy 
tone, and on the 2nd of May the following letter is addressed to 
the Generab 

CAPTAIH DBW. TO OBNBRALS HWANO AND FANG. 

Encounter, Ninjrpo, May 2, 1862. 

Sir, — We hnve the honour to inform you that your letter of the 
29th ult., in reply to my demands for the insults otfered to the 
French and KngUsh flags, and in which you refuse to comply 
with those very moclerate demands, have been forwarded to our 
admirals. In the meantime, pending the decision of our chiefs, I 
have moored the foreign ships two miles down the river, and out 
off communication with the city, and am moreover ordered by our 
chiefs, in tlie event of the following demands not being complied 
with, to prepare to blockade Chinghae, and prevent all foreign 
ships entering the river : — 1. An ample apology. 2. Removal of 
all guns from battery and walls opposite our ships. 3. That an 
officer shall be specially appointed, and that proper measures, by 
means of guards, shall be taken to prevent anybody whatever 
coming on the wall opposite the ships or into the batterv. 

I have, ftc, (Signed) H. Dbw. 

The Generals give the following reply to the demand for an 
ample apology, which Captain Dew forgets ho had accepted in his 
letter to the Oenerals dated 27th April They tell Captain Dew 
that the battery and guns on the walls were necessary to defend 
the city against an attack by a fleet from Tinghae and Cbusun, 
which in fact appeared^ under the notorious pirate Ap#)ka on the 

\ 
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Tth May. Nevertheless, the Generals promised to close all embra- 
sures, and to remove the ammunition from the guns, so that none 
of their lawless followers could misuse them, and no armed man 
should appear ou the ramparts. Had the Generals chucked ike 
guns into the river there would have been some new demand. 

Inclosure 13 in No. 32. 

0BK£RAL8 HWANG AVD FAKO TO CAPTAIN DEW. 

(Pr^) 

Hwang, General, &c.. Fang. General* &C.f in official com- 
municatton with Captain R. Dew, R.N., and Captain L. F. 
Kenney, H.I. M.N. In reply to letter of 2nd instant, submitting 
three demands, we beg to inform you that we have corefully 
examined its contents, and that we will agree to those demands as 
far as we are able. In reference to tlio first, our previous letter 
has afibrded full explanations on that head, how that it was the 
mult of an accidental diacharge of buUeta during the talute^ Are 
afraid that it will be impostilMe to disooTer the offender amonMt 
Buch multitudes, but have cautioned them for the future* in 
relercDce to the second point, demanding removal of guns, £o*, 
our former despatch has already' explained that tlio?e p:!m8 are 
meant as a precaution against an attack from Tin^^Viae, that the 
multitude of lives in the city that have to be taken care of urgently 
demands. Certainly, with yourself here that danger dimini>hes 
but we suppose >ou will be oi*dered awuy some time or other. We 
shall on no account fire the guns, unless the imps attack us. 
Under the circumstances stated by you, we agree to stop up the 
port-holes of all the guns bearing on Eeang-Pih-gau, and to 
xemoTO all the shot and powder from thence, so as to manifest to 
you our desire for lasting amity. Infer from the third point in 
your letter that you are afraid that, if people are allowed on the 
wall opposite Keang-l*ih-;^nn, there will be some lawless persons 
who will fire the guns by mistake. Far from allowing an \ body 
whatever to come on the walls, there are most strict orders against 
lowing to go on the walls, not only those opposite to Keang-Pih, 
but alio all round the city. Just now there are a few workmen 
about completing repairs ; when they haTe finished, and that will 
be soon, no one but the men in charge of the guns will be allowed 
there. Bequest that information of the above reply may be sent 
to yonr ndn^imls. AVe think that the order to blockade Chinghae 
will do more liann to your trade than it will to ns. We arc inor- 
dinarily desirous of remaining on good terms with you, and this is 
our reason for this dij^tinct statement. If there is anything amiss 
in the letter, beg vou will excuse it. — 22nd day of 3rd moon of 
12tb year of Taeping (3rd ^ay, 1802). 

Matters remained in this state until May 7, when CSaptain Dew 
wrote to Sir J. Hop^ saying that on the evening of tiie 6th May 
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Consul Harvey received a letter from Chusan from the late 
governor of ^ingpo, to the efioct that he was about to attack 
Kingpo with a strong Imperial army and navy, and craving assist* 
iince from the French and English adtninils. The same evening 
Captain Dew went down the river to Chinghne^ and found the 
Imperial or ApaVs fleet of pirate junks. Captain Dew vtrited the 
Governor. On the next day Captain Dew went down again ; the 
Governor and Chinese admiral (Apak) called on board, and said 
they intended to attack I^ingpo, ** So I told them that in conse- 
quence of the Rolx^ls refusing certain demands we had made, I 
should have no objection to their passing up, but that they were 
not to open fire till well clear of our men-of-war." 

On May 9 Cental Harvey wrote to Mr. Bnice that the Chineee 
fleet, consisting of some eif^hty junks and lorohas, under ihe command 
of the notorious Apak, had captured Chingbae. Here Mr. Harvej 
admits that the pirate who bad been the terror of the whole coasts 
of Cbina^ and had braved Imperial authority, was subsidised into 
a Chinese admiral with liis fleet of pirates, 

Mr. Harvey goes on to say, "The Imperialist expeditionnry 
force after garrisoning Chingbae advanced cautiously up the 
river, and their fleet of junks is at the present moment lying in 
front of our settlement, making preparations for an assault on 
Ningpo." Mr. Consul Harvey adds, The Tontao-Chaug, witli 
Commander-in-chief Chin, came to see me this morning (9tb) at 
the consulate, in a private manner, and he informed Captain DeWf 
of Her Majesty's ship Encounter, and myself, that if no unforscen 
event happened the Imperialist attack on l^ingpo would take place 
to-morrow morning at daylight." 

Now Captain Dew was thoroughly aware that the city in 
returning the fire of the Imperial fleet must necessarily endanger 
the men-of-war and the settlement, and it was his duty, therefore, 
to have fulfilled his pledge of neutrality of the 27th April, that 
" yott nuT rest assured that no breach of friendly relations shall 
emanate from our side," and have withdrawn the diips ef war 
from the line of fire, and let the Imperialists and Taepings fight it 
out. So far from doing this, his conduct would seem to justify 
statements in a private letter from Nincrpo and paragraphs in 
some of the China ncT^'spapcrs that the wliole aflfair was arranged 
between the ex-governjr, the pirate admiral Apak, Captain Dew, 
and Mr. Consul Harvey, ana the idea seems supported bv an 
expression of Mr. Consul Harvey in his letter to Mr. Bruce, coated 
May 9th, in which he calls the arrival of the ez-goveroor and the 

S irate Apak's fleet at tbe mouth of the Ningpo river '*an eztraor- 
inary but fortunate coincidence^ and it was lar too good an oppor> 
tunity to be lost.'* 

On the 8th of ^lay Captain Dew and Lientenant Xfionegr asnt . 
the following letter to the Taeping chieia 
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GAFTAIN DKW AMD LtEtlTBXAlVT KBMXET TQ THE TABPIXO caiBFa. 

May 8tli. 

This 19 to infnrm yon, on the part of the English and French 
senior naval ofTic'cr:', that had y<m agreed to (heir demands, and 
removed your guns from the walls, they should have felt bound in 
honour to have acted up to their promise, and have prevented an 
attaek on you on the 8ettlemont nde by the Imperial forces, which 
In countlesB numbert and heavy-armed ships advance to attack 
YOU. We now inform you that we maintain a perfect neatrality, 
out if you fire the guns or muskets from the battery or walls 
opposite the settlement on the advancinu Imperialists, thereby 
endangering the lives of our men and people in the foroig^n settle- 
ment, we shnll then feel it our duty to return the fire and bombard 
the city. We would implore you, as your cause is hopeless, to 
leave Ningpo, tliercby preventin<j much cifuiioa of blood on both 
sides^ more especially of the harmless tillers of the soil, who on the ' 
one hand will lose their heads if they are not shaved, and on the 
other lose them if they are shaved. 

This was equivalent t o tell in the Taepings, in case they defended 
themselves against the Imperialists, that they would expose them- 
selves to the vciifjeancc of the English and French; for in firing 
upon the Imperialists they necessarily endangered the ships of 
war and the foreign settlement. 

On the 10th Maj^ Captain Dew writes to Sir J. Hope: — 
Sir»^I found it necessarv to capture the city of Ningpo, and 
drive the Rebels out| under the following cireumstanoes.*' 

This despatch has appeared in the Gaseiiep and I, therefore, will 
only say a few words upon it. The circumstances were — a volley 
of musketry from the Rebels at ten o'clock, and fire from the point 
battery upon the Kestrel and the French vessels. He immediately 
opened fire, and having silenced the Taeping guns, went to dinner 
at noon. At two o'clock storming parties mounted the walls, :ind at 
five p.m., all opposition having ceased, the ex-governor and Impe- 
rial soldiers landed from their junks, Captain Bew gave the 
ex-governor charge of the city, and re*embarked his men. Now 
what had become of the ex-govemor. Imperial troops, and Apak'a 
fleet all the time P Ilad they made the attack at daylight accord- 
ing to arrangement, or had they left Captain Dew to play the 
wliok" <^;i'iie, for he does not gay one word about his allies, until he 
hands over the city to them? Consul Harvey, however, in his 
letter to Mr. Bruce, dated the IGth May, throws some light upon 
the subject Shot and shcU were poured into this large city 
with very little intermission for a period of five hours by the com- 
bined fleet, at the end of which time the walls were scaled and the 
Taeping forces were at once completely routed and dispersed, and 
entirely driven out of Ninp-po," 

JNow the only fleet was the eighty junks of the pirate Apak, the 
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English and Frencli aiding by four or five vesseli only, and 
Gaptam Dew's supprcssioa of the fuct, to say the least of it, tt 
■iof^ular. 

And 80 concludes this farce of iioatniHtT> under the pretence of 
which Urttish good fuith, strai^j^litfonruranois and disiittcrestcd* 
nc8s have been coinproini^ed. And for what object is this policy 
in China pursued? We are fold it is to protect our trade; but 
trade was prof^ressing- for tive months, while the Tucpings held 
Ningpo ; practically lor foreignei'S it was a free port, for the 
Tucpings' customs tariff was only levied upon the Chinese. CupUin 
Dew liaa driven them out of Nin^^iK), but they have only retired m 
short distance from tho waUi» and still hold the whole province^ 
and of course interrupt or sunctiou trade at their pleasure^ At 
Shanghai we drove them to a distance of thirty miies, capturing 
their cities and slaughtering their people, but we could not leave 
garrisons in the cities, und the moment we left they were retaken, 
and the coimtrv overrun, and the poor inhabitants who had shaved 
their heads and retnrned to Imperial allegiance under the faith of 
British protection have been punished by the Taepings for throw- 
ing off their allegiance. Cut lono then, these onslaughts upon the 
Taepings in the vicinity of the treaty poits? Viewing it there- 
fore upon sordid grounds^ a continued state of warfare with the 
Taepings must damage our commercial interests ; but viewing it 
as a question of humanity^ our conduct is really very shocking. 
By means of our long-range guns we kill the Taepings in hun- 
dreds, while we ourselves are out of the ratine of their puny artil- 
lery and defective fire-arms, and we read of one killed and two or 
three wounded in our attacks, while the Taepings are couut&d bv 
hundreds. I wonder tliui our gallant soldiers and sailors dont 
shrink from such unt qaal conflicts. 

The policy pursued in China is the more inexplicable as Mr. 
Bruce and Consuls Medhurst and Harvey have repeatedly, in 
official documents, stated that the Imperial Government is the 
most corrupt and impotent on the face of the earth ; and facts, in 
the torture and murder of our oflicers, and the murder of their 
captives in war, and the treatment of their prisoners in gaol, show 
them to be bloody and pitiless; and yet the object of onr policy ii 
to restore to eQicient uciiun a Government with such characteristics* 
Possibly time mav unfold the motives of the several parties who 
have manifested Uieir leaning for Imperial rule, and particularly 
the cause of the rabid partisanship of Mr. Consul Harvey, exhi- 
bited in the last paragraph of his letter to Mr. Bruce, dated 
Kingpo, 16th May, 186'2, which is tlie latest date from that 
quarter in the Parliamentary Papers: — 

For my part, let me state that it will be a source of great 
•atisfaction, and I may add, of pride, in after time to think that 
I have been placed in a position to nse my feeUo pen^ and 
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to liave exercised my bumble powers (always within the limits of 
my ofRciarduties) in weakening and undermining, as perseveringly 
and indcfatigably as I have been able, the most gigautic imposture 
and the most blasphemous structure that ever disgraced ancient or 
modem agca." 

The ofnnions of an advocate who ezpreeses himself in toch 
terms need well be received, cum grato »uli$, — am, &c., 
Angust 29ih, 180^ W. U. Stkes. 

NoTB.— 8inoe the above was written, the China Occrland Trade 
Report is come to hand, dated 11th July, 1862. Kegaiding 
Kingpo there is the following passage: — " Ningpo remains pre- 
cisely 08 last advised. The Taepings hold the communicationa 
with the interior, and trade is entirely destroyed." 



DIABT OF A TRAVELLER IN THE TAEPIN0 

PROVINCES. • 

TO THE EDITOK OF THE "DAILY NEWS." 

Sir, — By the last China mail I had transmitted to me the accora- * 
panyiug diary of an European agent employed by the firm of W.and 
G. il. Hart, of Ningpo, to travel in the provinces under Tacping 
rule, for the purpose of purchasing silk. From this document the 
Britkh puhlic will learn with astonishment the tuppressiona and 
misrepresentations of facta which characterise the diplomatic com- 
municationa from China, and upon which has been based the 
defence in parliament of the suicidal policy being pursued in 
China. It would appear from this diary, that the Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs must have been sadly misinformed 
when ho told the House of Commons that the approach of the 
Taepings was like a flight of locusts, and their approach accom- 
panied by a sound " like the grinding of myriads of teeth, and lo ! a 
cultivated country hecame a howling waste." But what says the tra- 
veller in the great province of Cbekiang, who traversed it from end 
to end, a province, according Ut the hist Tartar census, comprising a 
population of 26,256.784, aud an area of 39,150 square miles. The 
traveller says; — "Through the whole of the country which we 
travelled, viz., from Ningpo to AVug-Ho-kow, the people all wear 
long hair, and nil appear quite contented and happy — the country 
from Ningpo toWujj-Ho-kow was all in a most flourishing condition, 
and the crops promising well," and it was only when he approached 
Shanghaiandtneareaaof our hostile operations against the Taepings, 
that he " found the country barren and wretched," and the people 
poor and suffering. If the dates of the diaiy be inspected, it 
will he seen that Messrs. Hart's European agent left Ningpo on 
the 18th March, then in the hands of the Tucpings, and, with 
dollars in hand, wandered about the province until the 14th April 
(27 days), when there is an entry in the diary, " At 9 a.m. left 
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Sah-Kee for Ningpo with a boat load of silk/* and on the 16tli li© 
arrives safely at Nin;ipo with Lis silk. Ou tlio 19th ho leaves 
Kin|nK> again with dollars for the purpose of purchasing silk, and 
on Wodii«sday the 23rd, at Sah-Ree, there is this entry : — ** Pur- 
chased a large quantity of silk, and more expected, '^he country 
about here looks most beautiful, and the crops in a very flourishing 
condition. There are « few rebels stationed here; they have 
visited me and are very friendly, offering ns assistance if re- 
quired." The day previous, April 22, Couiinaiidor Cruig'ie, K.N., 
commenced that series of demands upon the Tueping generals 
commanding in Ningpo, which were pcrseveringly followed up by 
Captain Dew, R.N., until the 10th of May, when ho writes to 
Admiral Hope, the vem, vidi, met despatch — ** Sir, — found it 
necessary to capture the city of Kingpo and drive the rebels ont^ 
&C.t ^bcl"-*^d how were the Europeans, buying silk in tho 
districta, beine treated while Captain Dew and Pirate Apak wero 
driving the r^cls out of Ningpo ? On the 10th May, there is this 
entry: — *' Tlie shroff, with the two Europeans from Scc-Tze-howe 
had arrived safe at JSingpo." On the 11th there is this entry » 
*' Settled accounts and prepared to leave." 

On the 16th the agent learns that the rebels are driven out of 
Kingpo, and there is this significant entry : — " Determined on 
going to Shanghai, as we consider it quite unsafe to proceed to 
Ningpo througli the pirate fleet* though we shall be quite safe in 
going to Shanghai, although it will be a long and tedious journey;^ 
and accordingly they made their way with their silk safely to 
Shanghai, everywhere treated in - a friendly manner by the 
Taepings. Now, sir, can tliere be a more coin]>lete exposure of 
the untruths that have been told respecting the locust-like, deso- 
lating progress of tlie Taepings, will; out the drawback of an 
exception even. lu iuteriiccine wars there always has been, and 
always must be, slaughter, burnings, and desolation (witness 
America at this moment), and there is no doubt the Taepings are 
responsible for a full share of these horrors in China ; but to hold 
up to public odium all the atrocities committed by one party, and 
to suppress the knowledge of the atrocities committed by tho 
other party, will nocessarily make the public l)olieve tliut tliere is 
some sordid or sinister object to be carried out. I argue not 
wliuther the rebels are idolaters, Buddhists, Confucians, Mabome- 
dans, or pretended Christians; they are humau beings; they ask 
for our friendship, and the blood we shed in slaughtering ihem is 
reeking up to heaven in judgment against us, and should ronso 
every Christian to insbt upon a stop being put to our leeklew 
waste of hu I n a n life. 

The breach of treaty rights, in the enormons increase of transit 
duties by the Tartar governors at Ningpo and Shanghai^ I will 
ask you to notice on a future occasion. I am, &o., 

Sept. 10« 1862. W.ILSx&sa. 
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(DfliVy Press, Hong-Kong, Thursday, July 10, 1862.) 

Reganling the Diary of tho Journey into the Silk Districts 
which we published in our issue of Tue^duy, it seems to us that 
in its bearings upon the Toeping question it is one of tbe most 
important documents ever pubHsbcd. We propose to dilate tij^ 
some of its salient points^ in tbe bope of calling public attention 
to it 

Firstly^ — It seems that, instead of tho silk and tea which found 
their way to Ningpo being stolen property procnrrd in cxrVjange 
for fire- arms, we lind that they were purt ]»ased in a regular nnd 
legal manner from the owners in the producing districts, and paid 
for in hard dollars. It will be seen that the silk was bought by 
muster, and that it could not have been stolen, because it passed 
botb Taeping and Imperial Custom-bonsea. In fact it was procnied 
in precisely tbe same manner tbat all tbe silk was procured wbieb 
bos for many months post found ita war to ShangbaL 

Secondly — Instead of the devastation which so much pains 
have been taken to make the public believe was inseparable from 
'all tlie districts under the Taepmg rule— instead of the anti-trading 
roclivities which it has always been said is a characteristic of the 
aeping!^, we find peace and plenty, content nient and prosperity 
prevailing until the track of foreign interference was struck. ^Ye 
find the utmost confidence pre^'ailing, and the strongest desire to 
extend protection and to gain the goodwill of foreigners. We 
' find not only that a valuable article like silk can be trunsported 
through the country, each cnstom-houso receiving a regular tariff 
duty, and not what it can squeeze, but we also find that solitary 
travellers can penetrate into the very heart of the country, taking 
with thcra imnieusc sums of hard silver coin, wlirrewith to pay for 
silk. In fact, we find that the love of trade and the sense to foster 
it, predominate over the annoyance of the late defeats at Shanghai, 
and instead of retaliation being the order of the day, protection 
and welcome are resorted to. 

Lastly — ^It cannot fail to strike ever}* impartial man that tho 
late capture of Ningpo by the Allies, was a most suicidal step lor 
British interests. A perusal of the diary we have referred to makes 
it clear, that had the city rcmaintMl in the hands ot the Taepings, 
a door would have been oponed whereby to enter the silk and tea 
di^t^ict8 in a direct and secui*e manner. The door is now closed, 
oud looking at the matter in all is bearings, we can arrive at no 
other conclusion thau that it was to prevent so desirable a cousuiq- 
mation, and to subserve Impetial interests, tbat Ningpo was cap- 
tan»d in the atrocious unprovoked manner it «*as. Ihe Ningpo 
trade is dc»troved by the action of the Allies, that of Shanghai by 
the action of tne Taepings. The Tientsin and Japan trades are 
dolL 
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THE DIAUY OF TllAVtl^S IN THE SILK DISTRICTS. « 

To ih© Editor of th© Dai/if Press, Hon - Kong. | 

2*?iii":i)o, June 20. * 
Dear Sir, — Inclosed we have tlio pleasure of lianding you copy 
of a diary kept by a roan wlio was some montlit employed by ua 
m the country between Ningpo and Shanghai. We also inclote 
a Chinese paper issued by the Taoutai of Ningpo, containing the 
rate of taxes now levied on the people, which we consider amoonta j i 

to almost a prohibition of trudew 

Trade quite at a stsnsr!, with no prospects of its again recovering. ' ' 

From the country ^^G hear of no definite TnovcmeiitR of the | a 

rebels. The piratical fleet are still blockading the river, and ? 
preventing any produce being brought to this place. « , 

Yours faithfully, 

W. and G. M. Hart. 

1862. 

TRATEIS IS CHINA FBOM KINOFO TltftOUGU TUE SILK CO0>*TRy WTO 
TllK FAI CHOW TRA DISTRICT AKO OX TO 8HAK0HAI. 

Tuesday, March 18. — Left Ningpo. 

AVednesday, 10. — Arrived at Yow-yow; at this place was treated 
respectfully by the rebels. 

Thursday, 20. — rrocceded to Pockwan ; arrived there nt 2 p.m., 
and remained for the night; the rebels quiet and friendly, uud 
the country people quite happy, the country all round looking 
beautifal. 

Friday, 21. — ^Paid dutj on onr car^ and proceeded towarda 
Show Sliing, the country all round looking very nice and the crept 

healthy. 

Saturday, 22. — Arrived at Sah-Kee. Tliis plnce is small ; the 
country all round looks well as regards cultivation ; remained at j 
this place up to the 26th, during which time all was quiet; had |i * 

on offer of several siiiiill |);ir( els of tea; price rather high. j 

Thursday, Z7. — Lelt 6ab-Kee for i'lng-Sucy at 4 p.m. Having * | 

proceeded as far as we could with the boat, landed, and walked 
about six miles to a Hong in the country ; arrived there about 
7 p.m., found all quiet ; remained there for the night. 

Friday, 28. — Took all we had from the boat to the Hong, and 
made preparations for business ; all quiet here. j 

Saturday, 29. — Received several samples of tea, but did not 
purchase. 

30 and 31. — Still at this place ;'all quiet, aud lots of teas. 

Tuesday, April 1. — This day received Kamples of silk. ; ^ ' 

Wednesday, 2. — A rumour tliat a partpr of rebels are coming to ^ > 

rob this place ; natives making preparations to leave, 8unset» no | 
further newa. , 

Thursday, 3.— People leaving for the monntaini^ at 6 p.m« no 
rebels Uiej are expected to-monmr. 

if* 
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Friday^ 4*-'At 9 a.m. s small party of rebeU came to tlie Hong, 
but did not touch anything; at 10 a.m. left the Hong for the 
head^quarters of tho Wong; as the rebels had commenced to 
plunder the village, he advised us to brinp^ all our things to hia 
place for safety; returned to the Hong, took all our thinj^s to the 
boat, and proceeded to Soli King, where we arrived at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, 5. — The Wong or chief paid us u visit and offered to 
send one of his men to accompany us ; he infornicd us that the 
rebels did not wish to interfere witb any foreigners trading. 
Remained here for the night. 

Sunday, 6. — Started for Sah-Kee. 

Monday, 7. — ^Arrived at Sah*£ee; found eveiyfliing quiet, 

much the same as when we left 

From 7th to 13th. — Hemained atSah-Kee. 

3Ion(l;iv, 14. — At 9 a.m. left Sah-Kee fur Ningpo with a boat 
load of silk ; at 5 p.m. arrived at Le-Tze-howe, and remained there 
for the night 

Tuesday, 15. — Was not allowed to pass until duties were paid, 
200 dols. They refused to take our dollars on account of thmr 
not being No. 1, but allowed us to pass on leaving 225 dols. — 

deposit to be redeemed on tmr return from Ningpo; at 3 p.m. 
reached Ix)t-Sing-poo and paid 240 dole, duty on silk ; proceeded 
without any further trouble. 

Wcdnesaay, 16. — Arrived at Kingpo. 

17th and iSth. — At Ningpo. 

Saturday, 19. — Left Ningpo fur Sah-Kee with dollars for the 
purpose of purchasing silk nothing of importance occurred this 

unday, 20. — ^passed at Tow*Tow ; all quiet 
Monday, 21. — Arrived at Lot-Sin^-poo ; redeemed our dollars 
there ; at 10 p.m. arrived at Sah*]£e^ found everythuig quiet — 
much the same as when we left. 

Tuesday, 22 — At Sah-Kee took all onr dollars to the Hong; 
everything quiet. 

Wednesday, 23. — Purchased a large quantity of silk, and more 
expected. The country about here looks most beautiful, and the 
crops in a very flourishing condition. There are a few rebels 
stationed here ; they have Yisitcd. us and axe Tory friendly, offering 
ns assistance if required. 

Thursday, 24. — Made more purchases of silk ; n6 news of im- 
portance, all remains perfectly quiet. 

Friday 25, to Wednesday, 30. — At Sah-Kee. 
Thursday, May 1. — Received orders from Ningpo to return, as 
there was expected some trouble there; made preparations for 
leaving ; all quiet here. 

Friday, 2. — At 10 a.m. just on the point of starting, when a 
Shioff arrives from Se-Tse-nowi^ infonning us that they were not 
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nUoved to pass or retara until the rebels bad Heard from KiDgpo; 
eversrthtng (^uiet here ; wait iintQ we receive further ncwe. 

Saturday, 3. — Shroff returns to Se-Tze-howe« having left two 

Europeuns there in charge of silk and dollars. 

Sunday, 4, and >rondtiy 5. — Slill at Sah-Koe ; all qmet here. 

Tuesday, b. — licccived information from the Chinese of ox|)ccted 
troubles at Ningpo. We are also informed that the Won<T of 
Sooh-lliug, with 4,000 men, was on hia way to Isingpo; this 
caused us te feel rather uncomfortable. Everything here quiet. 

Wednesday, 7. — No further news of tnmble. 

Thursday^ 8» and Friday 9. — All quiet with ui. 

Saturday, 10. — ^Beoeived a letter from Ningpo informing us that 
all was quiet, but to come down as soon as possible, and that the 
Shroff, with the two Europeans from Se-Tze-howe, had arriTed all 
safe at Kingpo. 

Sunday, 11. — Settled accounts, and made preparations to leave. 

Monday, 12. — Left Suh-Kee at 9 a.m. — at 4 p.m. arrived at 
Tung-Vieu; here they uuutcd atlditiouul duties; thought w© 
* could go a eheaper route ; left during the night and proceeded to 
Poquan ; found it the same ; was advised not to go to ^ingpo. 

Tuesday, 13.— -At Poquan, at 2 p.m,, received news that the 
Imperial soldiers were at Tze-Chee, and on the river; sent a de- 
spatch boat to see if true. Everything quiet here, and no appearance 
of trouble. 

Wednesday, 14. -->A Poquan boat returns, and informs us that 
what we heard yesterday was quite true ; all quiet here. 

Thur8day,15. — Left Poquan aud returned to Sah-kee, being afraid 
now to take our bilk on to 2siiigpo ^ at 4 p.m. met a boat three 
days from Ntngpo ; infonned us that the city had been attacked 
by the English and French, and nearly destroyed; the rebels had 
aU gone to Yow-yow, and from what we now k^jra we have deter^ 
mined on going to Shanghai, as we consider it quite unsafe to 
proceed to Ningpo through the pirate fleet, though we shall be 
quite safe in going to Shanghai^ although it will be a long and 
tedious journey. 

Friday, 16. — Left Quan-ding-quan in Hankow Bay ; had to 
chai)<^e boats; engaged a junk, put all our things on board, and 
at 3 p.m. left for Kew Ghong ; the rebels very friendly to 
foreigners ; they treated US welL 

Saturday, 17. — At Eew Chong we hear that an European had 
been killed at Su Moon, about five miles from Sah-kee; we are 
now in sight of the city of Hanchow* 

Sunday, 18. — At Kew Chong no news. 

Monday, 19, — At 8 a.m. a heavy blow from the S.E. with a 
very heavy sea. Juuk and cargo in much danger. Three junka 
foundered near us. At 8 p.m. the weather clears up; no news. 

Tuesdayi 20. — Landed all our cargo at the cut^iom-house, the 
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rebels took possession of everything ; ciig:iged a chop, and after 
settling our duties put all our goods on board. The rebels made 
no attempt whutevcr to molest us, but wished us to return again 
as soon as possiUe^ promising us assistance and protection. 

Wednesday, 21. — At 3 p.m. left this place for Shanghai. The 
country here rich with vegetation, and the people all busily 
employed. Passed a great number of rico boats from ShanghaL 

Thursday, 22. — Arrived at Sing-song at 6 p.m. A great num- 
ber of rice- boats orrivo in charge of Kui-opeuns ; all quiet here. 

Friday, 23. — Remained all day at Sing-song. 

Saturda}", 24. — At G a.m. left Sing-gong ; at 4 p.m. arrived at 
Wug-bo-kow, found several Europeans hero in charge of boats 
waiting the arrival of silk to take it on to Shanghai ; trade very 
brisk here, and the rebels ouite friendly. 

Sunday, 25. — ^At 5 p.m. leave Wug*no-koWj and at 6 p.m. come 
to for the night. 

Monday, 26. — At 5 a.m. started on our way towards Shanghai ; 
, at 7 pa.«;scd a custom-house, a second »t noon, and ni 4 p.m. 
the third ; paid fees to have our duty chops stamped, had no 
detention at cither of these places, these are the last of the rebel 
custom-houses ; at G p.m. came to for the night amongst a fleet of 
rice-boats bound up ; several Europeans in charge; all quiet here. 

Tuesday, 27. — At ^ a.m. got unaer weigh ; at? a.m. passed two 
Chinese steamers and one English lying at anchor alx>ut thirty 
miles from Shanghai; at 7 p.m. came to an anchor at Ming 
Hong; one French steamer and one gun-boat at anchor here. 

"Wednesday, 28. — At 6 a.m. weighed and proceeded towards 
Shangliai ; at 10 a.m. anchored, the tide agaiust us. Shipping at 
Shanghai in sight. 

Thursday, 29. — Arrived opposite the French cathedral ; we are 
stopped here by the cu&U>m-Louse, uud uul allowed to pass until 
duty has been paid on tbe whole of our cargo ; went on to Sban- • 
ghai for funds. 

30th and 31st, and June 1. — Duties not yet paid* 

Monday, June 2. — Duties paid, are allowed to proceed. 

Tuesday, 3. — Arrived at Shanghai. 

Wednesday, 4. — Discharge our cargo. A. Z. 

P.S. — Through tlic whole of the country which we travelled — 
viz., from Kiii^^po to Wug-ho-kow, the people all wear long hair, 
aud all appear i^uiLc contented and happy; the only place that we 
found at au unsettled was at a viUage near Sotb S!ing at. the foot 
of tbe bills on wbieb tbe Ping Sney tea grows, but their diffieul* 
ties here were soon amicably settled, and all was quiet before we 
left; the country from Kingpo to Wug«bo-kow was all in » 
most flourishing condition, and the crops promising welL 

After leaving Wug-ho-kow the country wears a diflferent 
.aspect, every mile it becomes more barren and wretched, the 
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people poor, nnd nppcar to be suffering much ; tbe villages dirty, 
and many of the people attributing tbeir present wants to forciga 
aoldieri eomlng to fight tbe rebels, as before tbe fighting com- 
menced last year, tbcy knew not vbat it was to want for any thinsw 

A, Z. 

PUNISHMENTS AT CANTON, 

TO THB VDITOR OP THE " DAILY NBW8.*' 

SiR,^I yesterday received a letter from a correspondent, wbo 
has been many yciirs resident in Cliina, dated tbe 25th of July 
last, from which I extract tlu' following passage. The writor hud 
been discussing the question whether any and what government 
could ^v'lAc out of tbe present disorganised state of China, and then 
goes on to say : — " Whatever their government uiuy be hereafter, 
uie rulers cannot bo worse tban tbey are now, and there is no 
possibility of making them better. Here, ill Canton, th^ have 
reverted to all the old cruel practices in judicial proceedings, whicb 
tbe presence of tbe allied ooromissioners served to keep in check, 
and the execution ground is again decorated with a cro«59, on whicb 
malefactor*^ nre tied and cut in pieces, or diseniboweiled living," 
This horrible picture* accords with that which the Dai/i/ Newt on 
tbe 11th July published from Shanghai; and it is for the support 
of a government so atrociously refined in its punishments, that we 
are compromising the British name for humanity and good iiiitb, 
and putting into jeopardy our commercial interests in <Skina. 

I am, <^c, 

Sept 15, 186e. W. H. Sikbs. 

THE ENGLISH AND THB TAEPINQa 

TO THB EDrrOR OF THB "DAILY NEWS." 

Siu, — The foUowinp; extracts from a leader in tbe Hong-Kong 
DaUy Press, dated 25th of July last, will a'^sist to enlighten the 
British public with respect to tbe scandalous fulsehoods which have 
been told for partisan purposes. I am, &c., 

Sept. 20, 1862. W. H. Sykes. 

"The most sturtlinfj- piece of intelligence is the improved state 
of affairs in the immediate neighbourhood of Shanghai. We have 
been told for many months past, that the districts referred to were 
being ravag^by the Taopings with fire and swofd, that thehonsea 
were burnt, the women viobted, the young men made to serve In the 
rebel ranks— that what was not ruthlesuy taken away was wan* 
tonly destroyed — cattle, pigs, poultr3% provisions, and everything 
wei*e said to have fallen into the hands of the destroyer. Blood 
was said to be shed like water ; refugees, consisting of fmid inothers, 
helpless children, and old people, were represented thronging 
into tbe foreign settlement of Shaoghai to ebcupo from the in* 



\ 

Digitized by Google 



64 



eargents — theamoke of farms, of towns, and villages marked, it waa 
said, the path of the Taepin;;^^, and the distant horizon was dotted 
with glaring spots which denoted their ravu^es. 

'* The chronicler of all these dire calamities thus writes in the 
Sftaii^Aat Market JRejjori, to hand per Aden The Taepings 
appear to have evacuated the district entireljr, and the industrious 
inhahitants have returned to their homesteads and occupations.' 
We thought that these poor people had been all killed and their * 
homcstc uls burnt — certainly our contemporary sliould have said, 
thehalunce of the industrious iuhahif iints. However, our contempo- 
rary proceeds, ' It is remarkable to see the rnpidlty with winch 
these Dcople rise out of a sLate of hopeless depression, and restore 
their larnis and villages to comparative prosperity/ Verf remark- 
able indeed, especiaUy after the women had been all ravuhed, tlto 
men Iddnapped, their houses burnt, and all their goods, chatties, 
and provisions stolen or destroyed six weeks previously. Our con* 
tem|)orary has sliamefuUy prostituted his pen to the dissemina- 
tion of a scries of gross misrepresentations to serve the purposes of 
* partisanship, and tliis, in the face of tlie Taepings, never having 
retaliated upon a single white man for all the murderous onslauj^hts^. 
made upon iliem by the British aud French forces. If our con- 
temporary is determined to keep a profound dlence on the san- 
guinary acts of the French and Imperialists^ surely he might give 
the Tuepings credit for their forbearance towards white men ; and 
we think he might give them credit, too, for not only having 
restored peace and security to the silk districts whilst the article 
was being y>repared for ex[>ort, but for their scrupulous good faith 
duriig its transit, as well as of that of the treasure sent to buy it • 
through their territories. It is very clear to our mind, that had 
the Taepings been allowed to occupy Shanghai, an immense amount 
of misery and blood would not alone have been averted and spared, 
but the purchasers of silk, who are nearly all British, wonla have 
effected a saving of at lt>a8t 50 taels per picnl in the duty. More- 
over, the important trade would not have been stopped as it now is, 
and lately has been. The damage inflicted on British interestSi 
by the action of the allies, has therefore been enormous." 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE "DAILY JKEWS." 

8lK, — It seems to me that the British public would be very 
considerably enlightened and proper tionably indebted to you by 
the transfer to the columns of the Jhiii/ Neitt of the following 
extraordinary revelations which appeared in the China Ocerland 
Trade Report, dated July 26th, 1862, and previously in the IFong^ 
Kang Daily PreM. I am^ &c»» W. H, Sy&£S. 

Soptembsr aOth« 1862. 
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8IXGU1,AR REVELATIONS AND (X)>'FESSIONS. 

We still harp upon tlio importance of the diary of two jouriKyt 
from Niiigpo into the silk districts, uliick we publi^Ui'd iu our 
issue of the Sth instant. We consider that it convene the pitiof 
of a most serious charge against Mr. Bruca^and that the Chambera 
of Commerce both here and at Shan<;hai are rcpreheiwblj» indeed 
culpably remiss in their duty, in not taking the matter up. 

About six months ago we met a most intolli;;ont man of high 
standing, who had been for si>inc months resident at Shanghai, 
enjoying a position which had enabled him to see all that was 

agoing on behind the scenes. AVe were then the victims of credulity, 
and believing all those stories which the mandarins and the British 
authorities had industriously areulated, if not designedly ooneoctod^ 
we held most inimical feelings towards the Tsepings. The gentle- 
maa we refer to commenced the subject by making the remark 

, *'that Wade would chuckle" when he read what we had latdy 
written against the Tappings. We of course enlarged upon the 

, deeds of blood and rapine which it was so currently reported that 
the Tai^pings delighted to revel in, when our interrogator laughed, 
and said that tliose deeils were being chronicled industriously for 
Exeter Hull purposes, and could be put a stop to b)' the British 
authorities ^tirely if Admiral H<»ie so willed it. ob would not 
say that Admiral Hope enoouraged these sanguinary acts, but he 
would say that Sir James neglected to stop ttiein» and what was 
more, he made political capital out of them. 

Our informant expressed the utmost surprise that although there 
were mnriv people at Shanj]^hai who were in favour of the Taepings, 
still that no one would undertake to set u-^ aright, nor give us 
information as to what was p^oing on. lie then proceeded under 
a promise of the strictest secrecy to enlighten us as to the actual 
State of affairs. As we said before, he had been behind the soenen^ 
and deriTed all his information from the British and Frsnch 
authorities, from the Taoutai, and from the heads of two eminent 
British firms. Tie begged that we would never use his name, 
nor mention what he had told us until we had managed to 
obtain information \ipou the same subjects from other quarters. 
" You seem to have been misled," said he, '* and I should say that 
you can appreciate the truth when you can obtain it. I think 
the truth should be known to the public through the China presa. 

That cannot be done atShanghai, and I determined when I mould 
come to Hong-Kong to see you» and set you right. I will tell yon 
the true state of the case*-set inquiries on foot yourself, and aa 
you obtain corroboration ^ my statement^, make public use of 
them ; " or words to that preci-^e effect. 

Tie proceeded with his relation, and we afterwards did make in- 
quiries, and we found upon every point we had the opportunity of 
testing that our informant had spoken the litend word of truth. 
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He told us that to hw certain knowledge the Taoutai had accepted 
fe^oii arms imported on Taepiii^ account^ and had connived at 
the same beinj^ t'orwaitltid to their destination. Moreover, Admiral 
Hope and Mr. Consul Metllinrst were fully aware of the fraud. We 
actually traced a party in this colony, who admitted to us that he 
had forwarded arms to Shanj^hui, which the T iuutai's permit had 
been obtained for before the goudsi Iclt tins. It is clear that the 
customs' mercenance miut be entirely cognissant of the fraad. The 
foreign inspectorate was established for the purpose of fmstratiDg 
mandarin venality. Mere is a case where the iaspectorate not only 
ctmnived at the venality tliey were meant to suppress, but where 
arms were introduced by the Imperial authorities to be placed in 
the very hnnds of those against whose attacks the allied forces were 
defendin*^ them. 

Anotlier point of (he intellifjfcncc convoyed, had reference to 
Colonel Ward. The account of the man's history which our in- 
formant related to ns precisel v coincided with that given us some 
time previously by Commander Hire, of Her Majesty's transport 

* U^;ent, who had made a prisoner of the filibuster at the time vi^hen 
he arrested a number of deserters from Her Majesty's ships who 
were serving in the Imperial ranks. The account was simply this : 
AVard was one of the filibusters who formed AValker's p^nn^ — upon 
one occasion he robbed the mail, and beinj^ outlawed in cojisequence, 
became a fugitive. He was brou*;bt up to the sea, and manajxed 

' to reach China as mate of a vet^sel, a situation which he had iiiled 
previously. He served on this coast in the Ant^ope under Captain 
Lynch, and from her joined the Imperial servic&^ In all these 
respects the acoounts of Commander Hire and our informant pre- 
cisely agreed. The latter, however, gave us a few more particulars 
which hn])pencd subsequent to Commander Hire's relation. "I will 
tell you," said our iiiiorniant, 'Svhat sort of a man W^ard is. He 
is not only outlawed by tlie United States' government, but he is a 
rank Southerner to boot. One would have supposed alter the kind 
manner that Admiral Hope has treated him — lifting him, in point 
of fact, out of the mire, and placinj^ him at the veritable bead of 
the Chinese fighting brigade; supplying him with every requisite 
for combatting the enemy, and for keeping up the pomp and circum* 
stance of war; askinff him to state dinners and publicly associating 
with h'nrs, to say nothing of the fact of tlic British minister col- 
lecting and conserving the very revenue from w hlih Ward's force 
is paid; considering uU this, one might have ejv[Hcted that he 
would either have English predilections, or have been able to have 
subdued those anti-English animosities which characterise so many 
of his tribe and generation. But no, sir, he hates £n<rland and 
Englishmen from the very bottom of his heart. He will not have 
an Englishman near bim, nor will he deal with them. All the 
white men about htm are low Americans, with feelings congenial to 
his own* 
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"A little time ago the Tuoutai was persuaded to order a number 
of guu-boats. lie employed Ward upon the alPair. Ward employed 
his brother, wlio had come out to catch hold of the HIibustcr'B 
skirts. The Taoutai cither paid down or remitted a million of taels 
for the purpose, and the brother was $ent to manage the bosioess. 
Now, one would have supposed, under all the circuuistanocs of the 
case, tliat Ward would have evinced some little gratitude by sending 
to England for these g\m-boats, especially as the money was not 
only paid principally out of the duties upon British trade, but was 
collected under liritish f^^uns. Besides, no ono ever paw :in American 
gun-boat out liere, and the English gun-boats arc the most service- 
able little things afloat. But no, sir, the money was sent to New 
York, as was Brother Ward to build the required gun-boats there, 
and if there is not a Flemisb account prepared for the Taoutai* I 
shall marvel. They will be manned and offioeted by Americansi 
and you will find that if the Imperialists obtain the upper hand. 
Colonel Ward and his gang will prove a veiy important anti-English 
element." 

W^e of course do not meau that these are the very words which 
our informant used, but they convey a very precise purport of his 
meaning; and indeed we will go so far as to say they embrace a 
true report of the very words he uttered. AVe had previously heard 
from a person who had heard it from the filibusters brother's own 
mouth in thb colony, that be, the brother, was on the way to New 
York to build a number of gun-boats for the Taoutai, and that be 
was taking home a million of taels with him. From two other 
sources we learnt that what our informant had told us concerning 
the filibuster's "staff" was ei^tirely true. We even lenrnt the 
names of the choice spirits who had been selected for the glorious 
companionship, and in designating them, as we have more than 
once done, as boiler-makers and stokere, we have rather libelled 
those iiisalubrious yet useful vocations. Some of the " staff" were 
veritably the sweepings of the vile, the lowest of the low* 

The next important intelligence communicated by our informant 
had reference to the Tsoutai's embezzlements, and numerous acta of 
defalcation. We subsequently learnt the full particulars of some of 

his Excellency's" land speculations. lie operated through a 
missionary family whose rapacity was prodigious. We heard the 
most minute particulars of several of the transactions, and we weje 
told that the Taoutai had invested altogether about one million of 
taels in landed property within the foreign settlement of ShanghaL 
AVe think if the Bishop of Ilong-Kong would employ bimsuf in 
a^tating the subject of the disgrace which the mercenary transac* 
tions of a number of Protestant missionaries in China entail upon 
Christianity, instead of prostituting the influence which his rank 
gives him to tampering to the misdeeds of the temporal authorities, 
be would be fu more faithfully performing the duties of the boly 
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vocation to which ho has been ealled. However, more upon that 
niaitcr on some more su I t able oocasion. 

Our iuformant dilated in strong^ tcraii npon the misdeeds of the 

French. We liave not yet oUaineJ a full corroboration of all he 
told us, but we cannot doubt for one moment tlie entire truth of 
his relation. On this part of the j?ubject we have already repeat- 
edly made deprecatory remarks. Did we enter upon it now our 
feelings would run away with our pen, and the space we require for 
the development of our argument would be absorbed. 

Another branch of intelligence we received referred to tradal 
transactions conducted between certain eminent firms at Shanghai 
and the Taepings. This is a matter with which the public have 
nothin*^ whatever to do, and therefore we do not intend to go into 
particulars. Mr. Bruce atfcctcd to treat sucli transactions as nothing 
short of heinous, and moved tlie Prince of Kung to issue a revised 
code of regulations for carrying on the Yangtsxe trade, which Mr. 
Bruee, in his diameter of superintendeot of the trade of British 
subjects in China, ratified and made binding by a corresponding 
' revision in the consnlar regulations. 

This brings us pretty nearly round to the argument which the 
whole of our remarks were meant to bear upon. At the time we 
rcceivod the intclliircnce wliich we have referred to in terms of 
great respect, the Taepinj^s had just taken iS mji^po. Admiral IIoj^ 
had been waited upon by a deputation of the Chamber of Commerce, 
' and asked what he meant to do about the matter. It was generally 
supposed that the deputation destied that the Adminu should 
retake the place. That was a popular error. At that ver^ time 
the leading firms at Shanghai were contemplating transactions to 
an enormous extent, not with the Taepings exactly, but to 1>e con- 
duct^^d in the district? which were then held by them. That is to 
say, the entire siik trade had fallen into the hands of the Taepini^s, 
and the deputation of the chamber called on the Admiral to a&cer- 
tain what his intentions were, so that they mi^ht be enabled to 
make their arrangements accordingly. The Admirars reply was 
that his orders were peremptory, and that he could not interfere 
under any circumstances. It then appeared that as the silk die* 
tricts were in the hands of the Taepings, and the port of Ningpo 
also, thnt the article would be ohtriinable on the payment of the 
Taeping duties only — thus efTcctln^ a savino; of, we believe, about 
fiflLy taels per picul. The merchants at Shan;4liai naturally kept as 
quiet OS ]^x)ssible, and encouraged the notion which the British 
authorities so industriously inculcated and circulated, to the efiect 
that the Taepings were all that was black and bloody. The mer- 
chants knew differently — they knew that the silk trade had fallen 
into the hands of the Taepings, and they knew equally well that it 
could and would be conducted in a safe and a re<;ular manner. But 
of course they saw that the more the fears of the community oould 
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be excited asjamst the Tacpings tlie fewer competitore would there 
be in the silk districts, and therefore it was hardly likely that any 
one would come forward and spoil his owu " |)idj;in," by contra> 
dtctin];; the damaging report* aismnrt th« IVptngs wnkh the 
British anthorities were to indastriotuily chronicHii^. 

The understanding we are certain was most perlcct. Not only 
do we conic to this conclusion from wliat our informant told u% 
but it must be clear to every one, that althon«»'h the alarminj* 
reports about the Tacpings had the effect of stilftMiing the silk 
market in London, yet there never was the most remote apprehen- 
sion at Shanpfhai that there would be a stoppage of the supply of 
silk. Besides, we know from other sources that Taeping pusses 
oould he, and we suppose ean now be, procured at Shan«rhai whidi 
would make a visit to the silk districts perfectly safe — ^ana we know 
from the diary above referred to that foreigners can and did go 
with perfect security with silver dollars into the silk districts, there 
buy silk, and convey the same to Shanghai. We make no doubt 
that it was the expectation of the silk trade opening that caused 
the Chung" Wong to fall back so unaccountably lately — and we feel 
even more certain that the sinj^ular respect displayed by the 
Tacpings towards white men, notwithstanding great provocation, 
was simply and solely to prevent the slightest confidence being 
shaken in the expected opening of the silk trade. 

And now for the charge against Mr. Bruce. It is clear that he 
must have seen that the retention of Ningpo by the Taepinge 
would throw all the duties of the silk trade out of the hands of the 
Imperialists. Not that the Tacpings would receive any more or 
any less tlian they do now, but then the Imperialists would not 
receive any. So he clearly resolved to have the Tacpings ousted 
from Ningpo, simply to force the silk to be seut via Shanghai, to 
the end that the Imperialists might there be enabled to levy a 

Sneeze upon it. That u a nice way certainly of occupying Her 
ajesty's forces. Shanghai is held by them that the Imperial 
custom-house may he sustained, and then a city which the Admiral^ 
himself said he could not interfere with under any circumetaneei 
was bombarded and captured also by Her Majesty's forces, so as 
to compel British subjects to take their silk to Shanghai to be 
taxed, not at the treaty scale, but at three times as much; for who 
can doubt that the same scale obtains at Shanghai as was published 
by the Ningpo Taoutai ? 

This fully accounts for the captious, intolerable interference of 
the British Consul at Ningpo^ior the wolf and the lamb game 
which Commander Dew so clumsily played — for the precipitation 
which marked the proceedings, and which violated propriety in 
accepting the alliance of Apak's piratical fleet. Clearly Mr. Bruce's 
despatches were to take Ningpo by hook or by crook, and we must 
say the orders were clumsily carried out. 

B 2 
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No matter — tlw dutks are eecofed to the Imperial enstoms, and 
British subjects have to pay them. Let the fiKoiister and his staff 
of stokers and boiler-makers take heart* for their good time is not 
yet over. Let the Taoutai and his evangelical associates keep up 
their spirits, nnd squander, eTnl)e7'/.1e, mid clicat to tlie top of tbcir 
bent. We ncvor were an Imperialist, and are fast bcKioming a 
Taepingite. — Daiiy Jt^ress. 



TO Til£ EDITOA OF TUB ''DAILY NEWS." 

SiRy — ^It would appear firom the following extracts from the China 
Overhnd Trade Bepari, dated the 27th Angust, received yesterday, 
that our authorities in China continue to construe " British nea* 
trality" to mean the attack and slaupjhterof theTaepings, whenever 
they are within reach ; the Icnillni^^ the American filihuster. Ward, 
30 Enj^lish jjumiers to ** teach Chinese troops the art and mystery 
of usini]^ artillery;'* the sanction of an ex>captain of foot (Baker), 
and three sergeants, to enrol tliemselves as Custom-housie emploi/is 
* at Canton, not to do duty as Custom-house oiHcers^but to drill and 
diseipliae Chinese soldiers; the loan of militaiy instructors equally 
at Tien-tein and Shanghai and Ningpo ; and> finally, the sale of 
arms and ammunition to the Tartar authorities. These are curious 
specimens of neutrality, but setting aside the breaches of faith in 
all these matter:^, surely our policy is fatnoiie in aiding the Anierienn, 
Ward, to assume a ])ower that he may wield against us, directed by 
the educated and mlluential classes in China, of which ]^Ir. Bruce, 
notwithstanding his Mandarin leanings, so uanely says, in bis 
letter to Consul Ginjjcll, dated Pckin, July 2nd, 1802:— "They 
(the literary examinations) are attended by a class who are generally 
ill-disposed to foreigners, and who are, no doubt, at present irritated 
by the proceedings which have led to the late outbreak against 
Koman Catholic missionaries." 

Docg Brnee, or any rationnl person, believe that causes for a 
demonstration of hostile leelings are not inevitable ? And yet we 
are teaching the Tartars and Chinese how to make these demon- 
strations su(?cessful against ourselves. — I am, &c., 

October I6th, 1862. W. H. Sykes. 

THE LATEST FAOM THE NORTH. 

Our advices from Shanghai, per Columbian, are rather meagre. 
The intelli'^ence of the movements of Ward appear to he involved 
in a good deal of mystery. A rumour prevailed at Shanghai that 
he was closely beset at Tsingpo, and that he would fall into grief 
unless relief was sent to him. His friend and patron. Admiral 
HopCf was awa^ on a cruise, and it did not seem by any means 
certain that relief would be sent until Sir James's letunu 

From the extracts firom the Shanghai Marhei B^wt it will be 
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Been that WunVs coutiii}Tcnt has hocn kept much more actively 
employed lh;\u was jjenerally supposed, and that on two occasioDB 
it had been severely liandled. it w ill be observed that mention is 
made of Ward's force bcinjj aecomjmuied with efiieicut artillery. 
This has been called into existence thus. Admiral Hope lent Ward 
thirty English gunners to teach Chinese troops the art and mystery 
of usin^ artillery. These proved most arpt pu|ii]8y and onr corre- 
spondent assures us that they fire with a^jtonishing accuracy. Very 
foolish this of Admiral lIo|)e; for, in the first jilaee, it tends to 
make Ward the arbiter of the fate of China. His anti-English 
proclivities are notorious ; he can procure us much artillery as he 
may please from the Unit^Nl States, wliere he will have hosts of 
warm syuipathizcrs should he meditate thwarting British policy in 
China. It will be a nice state of aiTairs certainly should the nlihoster 
become dissatisfied with Sherard Oshom's arrangement^ or thioagh 
any other cause^ to find him goings over to the enemy with a fine 
park of artillery. Besides, his contingent are just the class that 
pirates are drawn from, and it will be a possible contingency to have 
onr mercantile marine subject to Uie attacks of such gunners as our 
correspondent describes. 

It cannot be denied that great proi^re s is being made in drilling 
Chinese troops according to the European mode. At Shanghai no • 
less than 10,000 recruits are ordered to l)e drilled and equipped. Of 
this quantity a large proportion are already under arms. 

We- have some further particulars of the fall of Yu-Yaou (or 
Yow-ynu as some people spell it) , a place situated about thirty roilea 
from Ningpo. It was attacked on the 1st instant, the assailing 
force consisting of a draft of W:ird*fi men, of a French contingent, 
of a number of Manilla men iu tlu- pay of the Taoutai, and a large 
posse of Imperial troops, alias rabble. These were under the com- 
mand of one of Ward's officers, a man named Morton, who may 
have set a squadron in the field, but assuredly knows no more of 
the division of a battle than a spinster. In the first inatance, 
owing to sheer mismanagement, or, more properly speaking, to the 
lack of all management, he was repulsed with the loss of some ona 
hundred men. The following day, August 2nd, the attack was 
renewed, H.M. gun-boat Hardy and the French steamer Confucius 
taking j^art in the action. The Taoutai showed ^rcat pluck by ex- 
posin<^ his ^sacred person in the front. The attack was made with 
great vigour, aud fully succeeded. The Taepings iled in great 
precipitation. A Chinese fleet were present, but they were nsdesa; 
. the admiral thereof being a decrepid dotard with one foot in tha 
grave. 

The fall of Yu-Yaou will open up the river navigation for some 

distance, but still does not, as was hoped, give access to the silk 
districts. The important city of Shaouhing-foo lies in the way, 
and it is in the hands of the Taepings. This the Imperialista 
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meditate ceptaring* and it waa contemplated to obtain the assistanoe 
of Wavd'a entire foroe. That idea has, however, been abandoned 
for the present, owing to Ward being hotly pressed at Tsing-po. 

Ofliciul information bas been received tbronf^h the Chinese 
authorities, that the cx.pedition a$x?i'"^t tbe rebels at Yu-Yaou up 
the Min river has been success fiil, under the command of Captain 
Roderick Dew of H.M.S. Encounter. 

Our NiD<{po advices further state that a number of the Enconnter't 
men have died whilst doing duty on shore in protecting^ the city 
from the Taepings, and our informant very naturally enquires, who 
is to provide for any families these poor fellows may have left 
behind them? 

IMPENDING WAB IN CHINA. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "DAILY NEWS." 

Sir, — It were well the British public bad the oppt rlnnity in your 
columns of deUberalely reviewing the opinions expres^sed b^ the 
^editor of the Hong-Kong Daily Press of the 21st August last in the 
following leader. The editor was formerlv opposed to the Tseping 
movement, but a consideration of the policy pursued in China for 
the last two years by British diplomatic agents has now convinced 
him that its continuance unchecked will involve us in extensive 
military operations^ be ultimately ruinous to British trade, and im- 
pose uncalled-for sacrifices upon tbe tax-payers of Great Britain. 
As a friend to bis country he unhesitatingly lays bare the causes and 
motives of tbe policy pursued, and invit<» an expression of public 
opinion ujKm the authors of it. He is not very likely to be successful 
in addressing a local eommunity in China. I therefore invite you, 
sir, to give the leader the advantage of the exteosive circntation of 
the Daily News, commending at the same time to the notice of the 
commercial public the last paragraph of the leader, by which they 
"will learn that our protection to Shan<;bai "means an infliction of 
five times tbe legal duties on all silk exported/' — ^I am, &c., 

October 17th, 1862. W. li. Syiles. 

?I0LA1I02I OP IXtmUCnOSB. — the UQDUS OPBILAlfni ADOPTED 

BY THE BRITISH UINISTEE. 

In our issue of Thursday, the 21st of August, our readers would 
notice an extract from the London Spectator of the 21st of June 
last upon China aflfairs. Tliis appears to ns t^ treat tbe subject in 
a far more able and sensible mauncr than any other article we have 
seen in the London Picss. " Tlie chronic Indian disease, dis- 
obedience of English orders, has extended to China,'' says the 
Sjpfeiatar, That indeed has been the root of all the evil, and that 
it is we have attacked from the yerv beginnuig. A relation of the 
metfift opmmtti adopted by the British authonttes in China to iMt 
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at nauglit their instructious, displays in our ow n opinion a most per- 
nicious system, and one that canuot be eradicated until some of the 
culpable parties shall be 'made an example of* Mr, Brooe, we will 
say, is in receipt of a dcsjiatoh eontainine insiniotioiia whidi are 
unpalatable to mm. The wliole study of liis life becomes confined 
to inventing some mode of violating; these instructions, without 
involvin** himself in r«»?}ionsibility. Sometimes lie will induce the 
Chinese Imperial Government to adopt a course which will enable 
him to circet his ol»jcct without the smallest appearance of inter* 
ference upon his part. For instance, he had strict instructions not 
to meddle in the Chinese customs aflfair — yet he held all the wires 
in his own hands, ^uite onknown to Her Majesty's Government^ 
and pulled them in the most determined manner to the ^rsat 
prejadice of British interests, making it appear in his pnvate 
despatches that all was done by the Prince Kung's own ordeis, that 
the merchants, especially the British, tvere such an alwminable set of 
smujrglers, and the Chinese fiiiances were in such a desperate state, 
that really he felt unable to throw any obstacle in the Prince's way; 
the real truth being that Mr. Bruce had not only suggested to 
Prince Kung what to do, but actually did it for him. 

Then again, instructions were sent out directing that no inter- 
ference should be attempted with either of the belligerent parties on 
the Yangtsze. The mode these instructions were eluded was clearly 
this. Her Majesty's ministtoiv were informed in reply, that the 
Taci>ings were such an unscrupulous, sanguinary set of inarau^ere^ 
that if they took Shanghai, which they certainly would unless we 
lent the Imperialists a helping hand, commerce would he annihilated, 
and the enormous British interests, w hereof Shanghai is the centre, 
would be utterly prostratad. Upon these misrepresentations Her 
Majesty's ministers sent out orderi to protect Shanghai When 
these instructions reached ^Ir. Bruce, he doubtless sought a con- 
ference with the Prince Kung, and in communicating the good 
news, intimated that if the ports on the Yan^tsze were at onoa 
opened, instead of wailing, as the treaty of Tien-t?in stipulated, 
until the Yangtsze should be cleared of rebels, be would esteem it a 
great favour, and would not only do his utmobt to induce Her 
Majesty's government to extend the same protection to them as 
had been ordered to be extended to Shanghai, but would take very 
good care that all the duties on the trade thus developed should he 
paid into the Shanghai exdie^uer. At this proporal the prince 
would naturally be in raptures. Mr. Bruce would joggle the 
document so as to make it appear that the concession was entirely 
due to the enlightenment and liberality of the prince, and expa- 
tiating upon it in the most glowing terms, would add that he had 
almost compromised hiraseli to the promise that Her Majesty's 
forces would protect the riverine ports of the Yangtsze against 
those fiends in bnman shape, the Taepings, who were daily becom- 
ing more bmtil and bloody. 
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We m well ewire thai tliese schemes wm set ap^oing ere the 
Eart of Elgin lefb^ bat we are attempting more to illustrate the 
modnt ^erandi systematically ail(>ptcd to violate instructions, than 
to give a relation of occurrences which we cnn only ]>:irtly surmise. 

Then A<lmiral lIoi>e, a mere firtseator, simply to gratify his war- 
like j^roclivitics, adopts Mr. Ikiicc's views, and takes the field 
againsl the Taepin<:^. He construed the onlcrs which were given 
to con fine opcialiuns strictly to the defensive, into driving the 
Taepings to a distance of thirty miles from Shanghai, within whldi 
limit he attacked them> and slew them by the handred. Then, 
having raised a hornet's nest about his ears, he pretended, although 
he had hardly a man killed in fair fight, that munitions of war 
were heing supplied to the Taepings through Kinjjpo, and tlmt the 
capture of that place was essential to tlie maintenance of tlie 
position be bad adopted. Thus the attack on Ningpo would be 
justified. 

And uU the time these fraudulent misrepresentations were being 
practised, no stone was leit unturned to paint the Tsepings in the 
jnoet vivid «nd repnlnve ooloars, until Mr. Brace at last sncoeeded 
in inducing the belief, on the part of Her Majesty's ministers, that 
a Tseping was synonymous with a hungry wolf, and therefore it 
was a merit to kill him wherever he might be found. 

It cannot be denied that thof^e misrepresentations were most 
cleverly and indnstrioiisly cireuiatcd — so much so, that they ob- 
tained credence, almost universal, even in the south of China. The 
object sought, was simply to induce Her Majesty's govenmcnL to 
arrive at the conviction that the Taepings were as hungry wolves^ 
and that therefore if they obtained the up|)er hand, commerce 
would be annihilated. In fact, the budget was nudged in ibe 
small ribs, and the breath of the Chancellor of the Exchequer taken 
away as he thought of the tea duties. Ilow the dissemination of 
this belief was mannj^ed we shall proceed to describe. 

The Consuls naturally followed the lead ^f Mr. Bruce, and, in 
fact, cordially hating the coolie kings, went to the utmost lengths 
required from them. One only proved intractable, and that was Mr. 
Meadows, who was got nd of by accepting a post in Manchuria. 
The co-<»penition of the Consuls was most essential, because their 
despatches continuallv harping on the repulsiveness of the Tse- 
pings, tended materially to keep the game alive, and it was highly 
desirable that this co-operation sliould partake of partisanuiip, 
. whieh it soon did. Thus, misrepresentations were safe, and 
became the order of the. day. Admiral Hope's fire-eating propen- 
sities made him a safe card. General Michell could not he made 
much of, but he did not care sufficiently to fall out about the matter, 
onlv be proved too old a bird to fall in. Brigadier Stavely, who 
haa spent the winter in the north with Mr, Bruce, obtained the 
nomination of General Stavely's snceessor, and he, proving idl that 
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Mr. Bruce could desire^ had naturally to abuse the Tacpiugs to justify 

his act«. 

As for the ^trc^s, the London Times was bought in consideration 
of being furnisbed with the latent intelligence ffom the fountain 
head, which of course was concealed from the press of China. The 
North Cldna Herald w as bought, body and soul, and has injured 

the cause from overdoing its ohsc<|niousncss. The two IIon^-Kon^ 
papers were fed with fals^c information, which in the absence of 
other, was deemed «ronnine, and was gladly availed of. 

The mercantile community were silent. The ap|)earance of ua- 
certninty which the misrepresentations we have named, imparted 
in £ui;land to China ail'aus generally, precisely suited thera, inas- 
much as it tended to support the market for China produce. The 
wild attacks of Admiral liope ui)on the Taepings |>reci8e1y suited 
the interests of the British residents at Shanghai, every one of 
whom owned land, and every one of whom tealized a fortune by 
the consternation arising from the clang of war, which induced the 
timid and the rich to lly for protection to ihr^ furoi^'n settlement. 
Had the Taepings and tlie Imperialists been lel't to t'i;j;ht the battle 
out their own way, it is needless to add tliat Shanp;liai would liave 
fallen, as all the inland towns of the province have long done, into 
the undisputed possession of the Taepmgs, and would, after its first 
eapture, have enj ujcd all the quiet and security which we are 
assured the inland towns possess. 

In addition to all this scheming carried on in China, there has 
been a deal of underhand work going on in London. Captain 
Sherard Osborn, our readers may remember, commanded the steam- 
ship Furious, on board of which the Earl of Elgin lived during a 
portion of tlie first campaign. It was on board the Furious that 
tiie Earl made the first ascent of the Yangtszc, during which he 
had that lively brash with the Taepings at Nankin. It was about 
this time that the underhand customs scheme was beings arranged 
with the Imperial Commissioners Kwcillang and Hwana<-naj a 
scheme so strongly cemented with the Earl of Elgin's patronage^ 
that the Taku pertidity did nothing to shake it. 

Captain Osborn, from his position and practicability, was known 
to be a confidant of the Earl in all these singular practices, and 
naturally sought for a few of the loaves and fishes which he saw 
flying about. His rank and habits precluded the possibility of his 
joining the customs, and what arrangement he carved out tor him* 
self is still a mystery. That some arrangement was on the tapis 
there can he no doubt, for he threw up the command of the Fnrions 
a short time subsequent to the occurrences we have narrated, and 
went to England. It is clear that he required the assent of the 
British government to accepting service as a naval officer under the 
Chinese govenimcnt, without prejudice to his position on the Navv 
List. He faded to obtain this assent^ it would appear, for he took 
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the eommand of a slup agaln^ and was on the West India station 
at tlie time of the aflTair of tbe Trent. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Lay, who had been invested with \\\frh rank 
and emoluments by the Chinese Govoriuneut, reached En<;lanfl. 
He has certainly been the means of coinmunication between the 
Brilibh and Chinese Governments as unaccredited ap^ent for the 
latter. All the influence that Mr. Ikuce or the Earl of Elgin 
could render was doubtless made available, and the despatches tTom 
China» mail after mail, would be framed especially to further the 
objects of Mr. Lay's mission, who it is well known has had 
repeated interviews with Earl KusselL Ilcr Alajcsty's Ministers 
had in fact been cajoled, and they were clearly bent upon making 
"a. douWc" on the House of Commons, and assistin;^ the Chinese 
Government, should a feasible scheme present itself. Unfortunately 
for these ideas the attack upon the Ministry rcgardin<jr the excessive 
expenditure came to be the leadin^p topic of the day, and conse- 
(^ueutly any intervention which mij^ht lead to an apprehension of 
another China war was not to be thought about. 
* It is very dear that upon Mr. Lay's arrival in England no time 
was lost in constructing and fitting the gun-boats which are men* 
tioned in the London papers received last mail. AVhat facilities 
the British Government granted in the construction of these 
retriains yet to be seen, but it seems that they were built in the 
Government dockyards — in fact, yir. Lay could not have kept his 
underhand measures so secret unless they had been. The China 
ExpreM goes so far as to say that the British Government bear part 
of the expense^ and it would surely seem from the fact of the 
Sanspareil havinff been so quietly despatched to China with 
marines (just at the time, too, when the places held as security for 
the performance of the treaty were being surrendered) that the 
British Government had acceded to Mr. Lay's views. Cnptain 
Osborn wjis of course cn^ai^ed to carry out the orig^inal scheme at a 
salary of £3000 per annum, and lieutenants belon<^ing to the Royal 
Navy were arranged to take command of the gun- boats at a salary 
of .€700 per annum. 

Suddenly^ as we have said, there was a pause ; a squall in the 
House 'Of Commons was clearly feared. Mr. Layard was as usual 
put forward to hallucinate hyperbolicaUy in reply to awkward 
interrogatories. The arrangement was thrown out of joint. The 
pnhllc had to be hoodwinked, and the Ministers shrunk from 
the task, probably awaiting the Prorogation of Parliament. The 
clamour in the House regarding tbe excessive expenditure became 
louder and louder, and Lord Palmerston escaped a division by 
making the subject a question of a vote of confidence, pledging 
himself at the same time to strict economy. Tbe difficulty oon- 
Btsts in arranging with Captain Osborn and the lieutenants in 
command of the gun-boats. They require the assent of the British 
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Government. It was projwsed to them to enrol themselves on the 
China revenue service, when the British Government would con- 
seDt to the loan of their services. This the gallant ofitoers declined^ 
as heirnf* infra dig. The last proposal on the iapii at the departnre 
of the last mail was iliat the vessels should be considered as belong^ 
inc^ to Iler Majesty, hut that half the expense of them should be 
defrayed by the Chinese GovernmeDt^ and that their ostensible 
employment should be the suppression of piracy in these seas. This 
is simpl\' a device to deceive the British public. They are^ of 
course, meant for service against the Taepings, 

"We must never accuse other nations after this of subtle, false, 
and double dealing diplomacy. From first to last in this affair, 
gross deception has been used. Had faith practised. The conventum 
made with the Taepings has been shamefully broken, the protesta- 
tions of Iler ^lajesty's Ministers in ParHamcnt nsto non-interferenoe 
as shamefully violated. When the British public shall come to 
know, as they soon must, that the silk trade has been for many 
months in the hatuls of the Tacpinp^ — that the districts which pro- 
duce the silk have been even lonjijer under their rule — that peace 
and contentment prevail in those densely populated districts — that 
trade is fostered and encouraged — that the white man is kindly 
received and carefully protected, instead of being retaliated upon 
for the murderous raids of that madcap. Admiral Hope — ^when the 
British public shall come to know all tliese things, and shall learn 
besides that British protection to Shan<j^hai means an infliction of 
five times the le<i;al autics on all the silk exported, then they will 
ronlize the way they have been duped by inexperienced esLperlmental 
di})li)iiiatists, regardless of truth and ^ood faith, blind in their 
adherence to the cause they have wildly espoused, and perfectly 
reckless of the interests conlided to them. — JOaily I^re66, 



TO THE EDITOll OF " THE DAILY NEWS/* 

SiK, — ^The China mail of this morning brought the following 
]i!ctiire of the lamentable state of anarchy, which, owing to the 
impotence of the Tartar Government, seems to be makin*^ head in 
almost every province in China, notwithstanding^ that Brilit^h blood 
and treasure are spent to uphold its authority — a Government 
which successfully bullied by rebels in every part of its dominions^ 
nevertheless bullies its protectors by permitting British subjeda to 
be stoned at Hankow, and dishonestly sets aside the stipuhilion of 
tieaties by imposing illegal duties, and provoking a summary sola* 
tion of difficulties in the ruEXOLy manner described below 1 1 

^BISPVTB IS CHINA AS 10 TBA-DOTf. 

" Friday night's London Gazette contains a communication from 
Mr. Bruce, Chinese Minister^ to Earl Russell^ detailing particulars 
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of the stoppage of tea by the dilneeo aathoritieB untfl an mcreaaad 
transit duty had been paid. To release teas so detained, Lieuienant 
Poole was ucspatcbed to Tin-Kau, in the gun-boat Havoc, where 
he seized all mandarin and war junks, and the oflicer in charge of 
the Custom-house, Uealsoxeleased all teas that had been detained." 

In the name of common sense, what are we aiming at? What 
is to be the end of this mischievous and wron^^rul meddlinj>? Is it 
hy slaughtering Tartars and Taepings we are to maintain a trade 
with China n etarmiSf or are w e to conform to the usual laws ol inter- 
course between nations, and win our trade by mutual advantages 
and reciprocal good feelings? By our territorial acquisitions and 
tiha cstablishinent of garrisons in ChmSj we are following the steps 
of our progress in India ; and after a hundred years of wars, and the 
expenditure of one to two hundred millions of money, the British 
may find themselves dominant in China as they are now in India. 

Your obedient servant, 

Uth Nov., mz. AY. H. Sv&ss. 

GENERAL RESUME. 

UoNO-KoNG, 2Cth SoptoTnbcr, 18C2.— The last issue of this 
Bc}>ort was dated the lOlh instant, for transmission per steamer 
Singapore, sailed the day following. The precis of intelligence 
then transmitted may be thus summarised. Foreign political 
relations with China had been placed in jeopardy in consequence 
of the Frinoe Rung having been attacked by cholera, from which 
he was happil}^ recovering. The Mahomcdan natives of the Eastern 
portion of tlio proyinoe of Shensi had risen in open lOTolt, and had 
committed outrages on all those of diiferent religious persuasions. 
The grand Imperial nriny, which had lntely invested Nankin, 
seemed to liave disappeared from the scene entirely. The Taepings 
had made another raid in tho vicinity of Shanghai, driving the 
people into the foreign lines by the thousand us usual, and then 
disappearing, avoiding a collision with some British troops sent 
out to drive tiiem back. It was pretty* certain, however, that a 
detachment of British Sepoys and Coohes had been cut off— « fact 
which was carefully suppressed. It was explained how the foreign 
occupation of Shanghai promoted these raids of the Taepings, and 
how the people in the vicinity suffered in consequence. It was 
stated that the British naval force in China was in a very unsatis- 
factory state by reasou of doaths and desertions, and that the 
probability was that the land force was little it any better, by 
reason of mortality and pormissioiii to join the Imperial ranks. It 
was explained what underhand naeans were being resorted to for 
tho purpose not only of converting the British garrisons, left to 
• ooettpj certain places as security for the payment of the indenmilgr 

• ♦ 
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9tipu1at<?d in the late treaty, into a force whereby to carry out the 
scheme of the British ^finistcr for the regeneration of China, but 
also to further augment that force. It was considered, seeing the 
exittmiise of tiro other rebellioiit in Oiin&y in addition to^ and in- 
dependent off the Tacping movement-— seeinjr also tbe magnitude 
of that moycment, and the system of Tenality provailing — that 
the proepeeto of the British Minister achieving his regeneration 
aeheme were far from bright. It was explained that nothing but 
a larp^o force trainc d to the European mode of warfare, and supported 
by pun-boats, eould avail the Imperiiil Government. Cholera was 
ravuginj^ the North of China. A f^ood business had been done in 
raw bilk and tea. Exchange had risen materially. Shipping was 
superabundant. There was no news from J^Pai^* 

bince then the doTelopmcnt of political aflniira has been neither 
sluggish nor favourable to foreign relations. In the first plaoe^ 
the Alahoraedan population of the East of Shensi, whose rising 
was reported last mail, have taken the capital of that provinoOy 
and tsventy-fivo towns in the vicinity thereof, killing nil the 
Man(larin>^, anil destroying every vestige of Imperial authority. 
The cause of the outbreak is not known, but it would appear pro- 
bable that fanaticism is either at the root of it, or is the motive 
power of the combination. The action taken by the Imperial 
GoTominent to quell this outbreak, as well as the progress of the 
army said to have been sent to suppress it» are entirely unknown. 

In the second place there is a rumour, based upon good authority 
(and corroborated by the usual strenuous attempts at concealment 

Practised by the foreign legations wlienover matters take such a 
ecidedly unfavourable turn, ns to make misconstruction out of 
the question), that the Chinese political party whose principal 
characteristic is repellence to foreigners, are gathering weight and 
infiuenee, and arc likely soon to become formidable to the policy 
of Prinoe Kung. 

It Is very possible that the fact of the British Minister at Pekin 
having lately laid complaints against various provincial authorities 
for venality and embezzlement, has raised up against His Excel- 
lency a host of ciicmies at Court. At all events, the shameless 
manner in which the late wholesale and barefaced peculation by 
the Canton provincial authorities of the Imperial revenue, has 
been hushed up, would indicate that influence of a powerful nature 
must have been subsidised by the accused, and that, therefore, the 
curse of venality permeates the heart of the Government. Con- 
sequently^ the position of the British Minister in this respect may 
readily be supposed to be inimical at Court* as not only interfering 
with the perquisites of powerful favourites, but as also partaking 
of a species of interference with the intestine affairs of the Empire 
— a step peculiarly calculated to exoite the estreme "ftf'ffinwi 
jealousy of Chinese statesmen. 
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Or it may very possibly be, that the proceedings of French 
priests have not only excited the fanaticism of the Mobomedaiit 
m Shensi, Vut have, m a ootifteqiienee« brought down upon Prinoe 
Kung the blame of the evil result of bis forei^ policy. In any 
ease, the presence of the French legation in China, for the avowed 
purpose of protecting the priests in the dissemination of the Roman 
Catholic religion, forms an element in the political relations of this 
Empire, which, considering the ruthless and nvimcrous acts of 
spoliation committed by the French authorities under cover of 
propagandism, and the intolerance, devotion, and indiscretion of 
the priests themselves, cannot be contemplated without misgivings 
as to the possibility of sustaining amicable foreign relations upon 
any permanent or satisfaotoxy footinff. * ' ' . 

The next item of unfayourable political news which has to be 
noticed, is the discovery of a revolution in anAt^ at Ganton, of a 
very serious nature. Tlie annual literary exjuntnationa are at 
present being- held, and aa these attract the attention of the 
authorities, the opportunity was conceived by the conspirators to 
be a good one for the purpose of carrying out their object, which 
was as follows : to cause incendiary fires simultaneouslv in different 

Girts of tbe city, and in tiie confusion tbui matea to kQl the 
andarins, and to seixe the reins of government. The a&ir was 
well planned, and extensively supported both by Cantonese and by 
parties fr^m without. It was thus discovered: — Some of the con* 
fipirators had hired one or more houses from Houqua. Some 
suspicion fell on his mind as to the occupation of his tenants, and, 
prompted by self-int/ercst, he caused the house or houses to be 
suddenly seized and searched. The papers found revealed the plot, 
and proved that the conspirators were in league with the Taepiugs. 
A number <tf amats followed. From the parties arrested fWtbttr 
particulars were obtained under tortors^ and nine decanitationB 
instantly followed. It is said that about one tbousana known 
people are implicated ; and certain it is, that tbe authoritieSi even 
now, are in such a state of alarm, that they have adopted measures 
of defence and protection on a scale which is di^xibedas causing 
the city to "ring with the clang of arras." 

The last item of unpalatable news, although referring to a trifling 
matter, nevertheless indicates the miserable stAte of miiimanage- 
ment which exists in rdatlon to the British and French tdlisnoe 
with the Imperial cause. The capture of the town of Ya-yaon» 
near Ningpo, by a combined allied and Imperial expedition, was 
advised a couple of mails since. Since then it has been occupied 
by Imperial troops, and protected on its river face by some pirate 
and other junks, as well as by a French gun*boat. The French 
commander being superseded, the new incumbent insisted upon 
some of these junks stationing themselves so far up the river as to 
be exposed to the attacks of the Taepiugs. The crews of the junks 
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proceeded as far in the direction indicated as thej deemed it safe 
to go, but the French officer adhered to his original order, which 
the junkmen refusing to comply witli, coercion wns used, and some | 
of their number killed. Their conirados bccomini:^ exasperated, l 
retaliated on the Frenchmen, killed two, and wounded two— one j 
of the latter being the inipruelicable conunaudiug oilicer himself. I 
The French then onitted the aoene^ leaving l^e jank people mestera n 
of the situation. Of these, about five hundred went oyer in a body a 
to the Taepingt. When the tidings of th i» untoward event reached | 
NingpOi a jSritish naval force, accompanied by the Taoutai, repaired ] 
to the pcene ; ond it was very fortunate for the Imperial cnnse that i 
they (lid so, for it appears that the Taepings, reinforced by these j 
deserters from the junks, vi«^orously attacked the town, and would . | 

have recaptured it but for the opportune arrival of the gun-boat j 
from Ningpo. | 

Ab for matten at' Shanghai — since the raid of the Taeningi 
advised last mail, they have not appeared in the neighbonrhoocL I 
The poor country people, who had sous^ht r^uge within the foreign i ; 

lines at Shanghai, have been induced to depart for their home- 
steads ap^ain. So soon as they shall have wrought their affairs t 
into working order, their subst:uioe will doubtless again fall a prey \ I 

to the offensive, repellent, and hostile policy adopted by the Alliea . | 

towards the Taepings in reference to the protection of Shanghai. i 

Let the TaepiDgs be what they may, a greater fallacy was never - 
conceived than the opinion so prevalent in England that they are ' j 

inimicsl to foreigners, and antagonistic to commerce. Events nave , j 

proved that although they cooM net, as they sought^ retain |ioo-> 
session of a seaport wherefrom to exact export duties on raw silk, 
j'et still they cherished and encouraged the trade in the article ' ? 

(the districts of production being entirely in their hands) possibly : | 

for the sake of the transit duties which they levy upon iL No ono 
is more thoroughly acquainted with this fact than the British 
Minister, upon whose dictum the city of Ningpo was certainly i 
wrested from the Taepings, from no other motive than to ibwart 
them in their customs scheme. Oaptain Dew's despatch relative I 
to the capture of Ningpo from the Taepings is notoriously false. 
He did not take the city in retaliation for the insults of the in^^ 
surgents — he was despatched from Shanghai to capture it, and , 
took good care to provoke and deserve the insults which he set up t 
as a pretext. His connection with the arch-pirate Apak upon the f 
occasion, was and is an indelible disgrace to the British name in 
China. { 

The xepellenoe of the Taepings towards foreigners is an Idea so 
diametrically opposed to tlie fact^ that it is difficult to aoodnnt for 
its dissemination. They appear to he aware that they are utterly 
unable to cope with Europeans in the field, and to have adopted 
the course of attempting to obtain their good will by conciliation* 
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Hie liistoiy of maa eaimot {Hroduoe a caae analogous to this 
warfare waged by the Allies on the Tacpings, where, on one side 
there was such unprovoked^ indiscriminate, and wholesale slaughter 
-~and on the other, such a detenu ined undeviatin;^ absence of 

retaliation. For the pa:^t year, at least, the (Mitirc silk trade has 
been carried on within the Tacping lines. Kuropeans have con- 
tinually trusted both their persons and tlieir property into their 
hands, and the first case of reprisal has not yet been recorded. 

The statement so often repeated in the British Parliament, that 
the Taepings have been in the habit of capturinj^ British property 
ea route to or from the interior, is equally fallacious* The entire 
foreign property ever captured by the Taepings does not exceed in 
value 30,000 taeUt and only one side of the story as to the causes 
of capture has been publicly stated. The Imperialists have cap- 
tured ten times as much under no pretext whatever. 

Then the averment that the Taepings provoked hoslilitics by 
breaking the convention made with them by the British autho- 
rities at Nanking, as to their avoiding Shan^^hai in their riads, 
'will, upon the smallest investigation, prove to be the veriest halltt- 
cination conceivable. When the elause of the convention relative 
to the avoidance of Shanghai was agreed to by the Taepiog autho- 
rities, neutrality was the spirit of the negociations, and it would 
be difficult to name a grosser net of ill faith than the purpose to 
which the Britisli Minister applied the exemption of Shanghai 
from Tacping hostilities. The city was made the revenue station 
for an immense trade carried on through the Taeping lines under 
British guns — consular authority was stretched so far as to make 
trading with the insurgents on the Yangtsze, a grave offence. 
Chinese recruits were drilled theie— arms and munitions of war 
were pouied in ad libitum — it was made a citadel, a sanctuary, an 
eldorado, a school of instruction, a port of supply — in fact, the 
pivot of the Imperial cause; and all by the artful design and 
mandarin worshipping intrigues of the British Minister. Con- 
sidering that the Taepings held the entire province except this one 
spot, their extraordinary obstinate perseverance in attempting so 
repeatedly to take Shanghai can easily be comprehended. Nor 
should the faet be overlooked* that upon each oecasion when the 
Taepings attacked Shanghait they carefully sought to exempt 
foreigners from the consequences of the conflict^ and to establish 
friendly relations with them. 

That the Taepings are cniel is not denied, but who will say that 
the Imperialists are any better F That the insurgents lack admi- 
nistrative capacity cannot b© doubted, but the advuutages claimed 
by the Imperialists in this respect are far more apparent thun real. 
And it is most certain that had the British authorities extended 
one half the moral support to the Taepings* to say nothing of the 
naterialt the marauomg^ devastating^ mnrdarona propensitica el 
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the msnrgcnts which are mf^oparahle from Chinese warfare, wouM 
have been checked and even finally put a stop to instead of being 
aggravated as well as perpetuatod by the ruinous mode of diplo- 
macy pursued by the British Miuibter in plain violation of instruc- 
tions and inconsistently adopted by Her Majesty's Government. 
It doM not aeem to be oomprebended tbat tbe adbesive properties 
of tbe Cbinese Empire are in a great degree owing to tbe peculiar 
institutiona wbicb.bave for ages characterised it, and certainly 
nothing places the- conduct of its Government in a more odioua 
light than the abandonment to the insurgent and marauder of dis- 3 
trict after district, generally without an cUbrt, and often with the 
most perfect indifference. It cannot be overlooked that whilst 
the Imperial Government were engaged in making the most 
vigorous prcparatioos to achieve tlie perfidy which followed the 
Tien*t8in treaties, inanrgentB and marauder* were occupying and 
devastating unredsted, some of tbe finest provinces of tbe Empire. 

One tbing appears very certain, and tbat is tbat tbe Bntub I 
Government is detenu ined to use its utmost efforts to suppress the ] 
Taeping rebellion. It has been authoritatively stated by the North j 
China Herald, which is the organ of the British Minister, that all the ! 
British troops now in China are to remain, and that large rein- 
forcements are sliortly expected. It is added that the entire j 
direction of affairs is to be managed by His Excellency. That the i< 
force calculated on, augmented l>y all the recruits drilled to tbe . 
platoon and manual wbtcb tbe Gbinese authorities can muster^ 
and, combined with tbe British navy on the station and tbe ' 
expected Chinese gun-boats, will prove sufHcient to pursue tba 
Taepings inland and scatter them, no one with the slightest know- 1 
ledge of the s\ihject can pretend. To dislodge the insurgents and ^ 
to force them into districts hitherto unoccupied by their presence^ | 
VB simply to aggravate the evii and will be the probable result. j 

It is said that Ward will shortly remove the whole of his con- • \ 

tingcnt to Ningpo, and will operate in that vicinity, whilst the * { 

Governor-General of tbe Kiang provinces will take tbe field with 
a great armj witb tbe view of attaddog Kankin. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE " DAILY NEWS." 

SiR,^ — I enclose extract from a letter received to-day of a cor- 
respondent at Canton, dated 2Gth of September last, disclosing a i 
fact about as scandalously anomalous as the British defence of the 
city of Shanghai in August, 1860, for the benefit of the Tartar 
Government^ wben tbe British were at war witb tbat Government 
and marcbing upon Pekin, and tbe Tartars were at tbe time tor- 
turing and butchering our officers and suldiers prisoners in tbeir 
bands. At Canton we see a sergeant of Her Majesty's arm^ com- 
manding a body guard to protect a Tartar viceroy against an 
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Imperial Tartar Commissioner. We learn also from tlie Overland 
Trade Rejiort, dated 14tb of October, that four officers of the line, 
and forty-two men from the artillery, and twenty-eight of the 99th 
Kegiment at Hong-Kong, were employed in drilling Cantonese ia 
the use of great gunt and amall arms— wbetlier to m employed by 
the Viceroy against the Imperial Government^ or by the Imperiu 
Government against the Viceroy, or by the British against both 
for onr own advantage, or whether we are not cutting a stick to 
break our own heads hy-and-by, are knotty questions of difficult 
solution. It is prcttv certain, however, that our mischievous med- 
dling will end in eviL 

*' Canton, Sept. 26, 1862. 
** A special Commissioner from Pckin has been here uome months. 
He holds po wers BQ£B,ciMit to set the Vioeroy at defiance^ and every 
now and uien we hear of half a dosen being arrested, tried, and 
executed with short shrifL Even the Viceroy's son has been 
imprisoned, as well as the mandarins who were interested in the 
optum farms. The Viceroy himself is apparently in a great 
fright, and is guarded nightly by the men who have been drilled 
in the customs to use percussion muskets, Sergeant AVallace being 
in command of the guard — a curious thing certainly." 

As you have not space in your columns for any lengthened 
extracts from the China papers, you may or may not find it conve- 
nient to insert the foUowing summary and scraps.-^! am, &e. 
. Nov. 29, 1862. W. H. Svxia. 

HoNa-Koxo, October 14th, 1862. — The intelligence then com- * 
municatcd may be thus summarised: — ^The Mahomcdan population 
of the east of the province of Shensi, whose rising in open revolt 
had been reported by the previous mail, had taken the capital of 
the province, as well as a number of towns in the immediate 
vicinity, killing all the Mandarins, and destioyin||[ every vestige of 
Imperial authority. The anti-foreign party m the Imperial 
councils, at Pekin, was rumoured, on good authority, to be in tbo 
ascendant, and to be meditating the overthrow of Prince Xunff. 
A revolution in embryo had been discovered at Canton, which 
discovery resulted in numerous arrests, and sundry summary ex- 
ecutions by decapitatioiu The subject bore a serious aspect by 
reason of the alarm evinced by the authorities, even subsequent to 
the discovery of the conspiracy. A fracas bad occurred between 
the allied French and Chinese piratical force serving in the Im* 
perial cause at Yu-yaou, a town about thirty miles above Ningpo. 
The fracas commenced by the imperious impracticability of the 
French officer in command, who, using coercion to enforce his un- 
reasonable orders, drew down upon himself retaliation and defeat. 
The matter resulted in the pirate goine over to the enemy. 
Shanghai hod not been disturbed during the fortnight from any 
nida of the inauigentii It was rumoured that the Shangbia 
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TaoaUn** oontingcnt, under Colonel Ward, would cihortly remove 
to Ningpo, preparatory to some great military movement of tlio 
Imperialists, with a view to the recovery of tbe Kiang provinoei. 

Exports to Great Britain continued upon a heavy scale. Kxclian j^e 
had advanced materially. Sliipping was supcrsilMindant and rather 
(lull. Cholera was reported to have abated at the North, but to bo 
dreadfully prevalent at Ycdo, whence the political news was 
tolerably satisfactory. 

little is known of tbe SQbse<}ttmit course of poHticol ovents, aa 
great pains are taken by the Bntish authorities to conceal the true 
state of aflbirs. It is generally believed, however, indeed almost 
umversttlly, amongst the mercantile communit}-, that the Imperial 
cause is hopelessly lost; it is also known that the Slahomedan 
rebellion is making proffress, and that with re^firrl to tbe anti- 
foreign movement in Pekin, and against Prince Xun^, from the 
mystery in which it is invoh'od, unfavourable conclusions are 
drawn ; that iilibuster Ward has been killed ut Neepec : that in 
consequence of * a /mcas with the French, the followers of the 
pirate A-pak, the coadjutor of Gimtain Dew, R.N., at the taking 
of Nint^K), had gone over to the Taepings ; that General StaveLj 
wants Ward's Chinese contingent to be made a British contingent 
and placed under his control, bein^ an analogous step to our pro- 

fress in India; and, finnlly, that tfie British troops in China had 
een augmented by two native regiments from Bombay, of course 
to be paid for by the tax-payers of Great Britain. 

The last dates from China, of November 24th, state that after 
the contre temps with the French naval officer at Yu-yaou, twenty- 
five miles from NIngpo, and the consequent desertion to the rebda 
of the followers ox tbe ^nte A-pak— ^Captain R. Bow's con* 
federates at Ningpo —the Taepings came in force ag iinst the town 
of Tsze-hee, but were repulsed by the shells of the Confucius and 
Tlardy, Icavlnj^ 700 dead. Colonel AVard, while viewing the 
rebels, received a ball of wliich he died next day. Subsequently 
F\ing-wha was attacked by 150 men of the Sphinx and Encounter, 
and 1,000 of Ward's men; but the attack failed, with the loss of 
twenty-three Europeans killed and four olilcers, and twenty to 
thirt;^ of Ward's nien killed and wounded. The rebels vacated 
the dty in the night — Vuh Afpbkdxx. 
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PROOFS OF WEAlvNESS OF THE TAltXAR GOVERNMENT. 

October 12, 1861. — Riot at Shekwan. — Extia tax on trades by the 
Governor- General of K wan- Si. — A Bamboo merchant is stopped ; returns 
to bis hills, collecta 100 men armed with their bill-hooks, attacks and 
bums the superintendent's house, and kills two of his people, and the local 
government ii powerleae to panidi. 

Cunon, October 12, 1861.— The tax on tilet end bricka abandoned in 
eonscquenoe of the outbreak at Shekwan, in the Kamhor diatriet 

Camtov, October 19, 1861. — ^iimeute at Fat^shan; a tax upon pork and 
oil. The people riot, some are arrested ; the people rise, release the pri- 
soners, and tho mandarin fled the town from fear of his life. 

Canton, October 11, 1861, Evening.— The pork butchers assembled, 
kaife in hand, to demolish Uie superiutoudent's house ^ he fled and they 
diapersed. 

October 19, 1861.— The IVt'end of China says, " The Nga-ew pottery 
men, who bamed the tax-eoUvctor's house^ hare agreed to put by three 
per cent of their eamingt to buy arms for resisting any force that may 
be sent to punish them; and they have hoisted in the market-place a 
huge rod flog with the inaciiption — ' The offioeia have goaded the people 
to rebel/ 

On the 27th December, 1861, Captain Bingham, R.N., commanding 
the Renard, lying off Nankin, on the part of Admiral Sir J. Hope, ad- 
dressed a letter to the Taeping Chiefs in Nankin, containing four impera* 
five demands. The following is tho reply to the fourth demand : — 

The Princes Mung, Jin and Se, of Nankin, to Capt. Bingham, R.N. 

January Ist, 1862. 

Tour fourth point is to the effect that, as a large and valuable British 
trade has sprung up at Kiu*kiang and Hankow, you wish us to promise 
not to approach these placet within 100 K, and alao not to molcat Silver 
Island, the residence of the Britidh Consul at Chin-kiang. 

We have well considered this proposal, and consider that in putting it 
forward your country has committed a grave error. The case stands thus: 
It IS now long since our vast and illustrious Kmpire of Cliiua became the 
prey of these Tartani, who know.no leepeet for Shangte, nor any other 
worship than that of devils. AQ Mms and daughters of Heaven should be 
moved with the deepest enmity against them, with a hatred too deep to 
allow of their living tctgcther with them in the Rarae worid, and, therefore, 
wherever they are to be found, death should await them at our hands. 
Strange that just at the Tory time when we are abont to despateh troops 
to take Hankow, Eiu-kiang, Chin-kiang, and Silver Islaud, your countfj 
ahonld aeel^ under the goiae o£ maintaining friendly leUtiona with our* 
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wjlres, to render B€crot assistance to the Tartar imps, by occupjring several 
of their most imporlaut positious, and thus completely fettering our 

mOTMBlMita* 

How can we possibly consent to such a propotal? 

When we hare taken H ankow, Kiu kiang, Chin kian^, and Silver Island, 
nnd tranquillized those places, if your country should tlien wish to conduct 
trade there as before, what is there to prevent jour entering iuto further 
nogotiationt with oar nation on these points. That heing tiio ease, what 
ohjeot can yaa have in requiring us not to take those places ? If jou 
entertain fears as to the conduct of our soldiers, and think that they mnj 
commit wanton slaiij^htcr or destruction, you should know that Heaven 
guides all our actious, and that while we kill all those who pay Heaven no 
respect, we save, on Uie other hand, all those who prore thrasaelTcs, hy 
worshipping Heaven, to he Heaven's children. 

All our power is deriTed from Shnagte (God), and from Christ eonies 
onr support; all our acts are done in their sight and leeetTe their entira 
approval. 

If you make the aniicipaLcd disperiiion of the merchants and people of 
those porta an argument in favoor of your proposal* wo meet it hy ohserving 
that when your olBcars conferred ^nth us In the spring, this very point 

r:imf» nnder discu'^sion. At first it was proposed on yonr side thAl we 
should not attack Kiu-kiang and Hankow, but aftcr^vards wlicn y\e made • 
it clear (to your oificers) in the orders we gave them that it was necessary 
that we should nttaek and take the whole of Ghina, as hetn^ the territoiT 
of Shangte^ they replied, If your troops do not hill or uijnfo British 
subjects, or do not burn or plunder British houses or property, then we 
shnll remain neutral and assist neither party. To which we replied thst 
you should not remain neutral, but should also take no offence at our 
troops, if the people in their alarm were to disperse, and thus cause yonr 
trade to he interfered with. Tour officers replied, We shall take no offenes^ 
hut we shall require you to give us notice of your intention to attack these 
places. To this we answered, We will not refuse to give you notice before 
we make our attack, but we arc afraid that our coram unications with you 
may be obstructed hy the impish camps, and that when we shall have 
succeeded in sweeping these away, the tame then left will net be snAdent 
for the purpose^ and the omission may proTe a cause of tnmhle. We 
added, however, that your country roust not again act as you did at 
Shanghai, where you received the letters of our nation, and yet assisted 
the Tartar forces to defend the city. Thus it will be seen that the point 
has been already fully considered, and that it is useless to enter into any 
lurthcr diseussioD 

To resume. As friendly relations exist between us, let ns regard each 
other as people of the some family. ThoFe whom we are thus hotly 
engaged in slaughtering are no other than the Tartar imps and robbers, 
and the whole empire of China is Llie conquest we intend to effect. As 
the Tartar imps haTe not yet been eztermmatcd, and the great wwk of 
conquest is still ineomplete, we cannot give our consent to such proposals 
as those which your country now roakcR to ub. 

Tour only course, therefore, i« to wait until the Tartar imps shall have 
been aonihilated, when we shall bo ready to give our attention to any 
odTantageoua nsasaies that your country may um to propose. 
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(From the China Ovtrland Trade Report^ 27tli August, 1862.) 

n.B.M.'s SUIPS IN TUE CHINA SQUADRON. 



95 
J91 



75 
85 

67 
78 

GO 
8ti 
93 
82 
01 

81 



Acorn, 
Algerine, 
Banterer, 

Beagle, 
BuuDcer, 

Centaur, 
Chary bdii^ 
Clown, 
CockcMftr. 
Coroinandttil 
Dove,t 
Drake.t 
Kucounter, 
Euryaluiyff 
Firm 
Flamer, 
Forc«t<?r,I| 
Gra$shopper,f 
Ilardr, 
llaiightf. 
Havoc, 
Ilerculet, 
llesper, 
Imp^ricQM^* 
Insolent, 
Jaotts,|| 
Kestrel, 
Leven.t 
Manila, 
MelviUe, 

Opossum,! 8S 
Pearl, 

Princess Charlotte, 

JJeynard, 

RingdoTei 

Scout, 
Snuke, 

SDapj 06 
Starling, 84 
Staunch, 87 
Slaney, 70 
Sphynz, 
vulcan, 

WatchHt 70 
Weazcl, 92 
Woodooek,! 76 



ElQ. 



65 
74 
73 
95 



hosp. sh* 
St. gon-Tet. 
sc. st. g.b. 

sc. St. dcsp. ves. 

sc. St. g.b. 

gun-boat. 

p;id. st. sloop. 

sc. stm. oorvt. 

gun-boat. 

gun-boat. 

l>.id. st. tender. 

gun- boat. 

gun-bo«t. 

sc. st. corvette. 

st»'am frigate. 

gua-buat. 

gun-boat. 

gUB-lwat. 

gun- boat. 

sc. st. g.b. 

gun-boat, 

gun-l)oat. 

mil. hos^>itaL 

•tore eliip. 

80. st. frigate. 

gun -boat. 

gun-boat. 

guB-boit. 

gun-boat. 

sc. St. desp. ves. 

hospital. 

PC. Ft. corvette, 
store ship. 
10. St. g.b. 
sc. St. desp. ves. 
sc. St. corvette, 
sc. st desp. ves. 
gan-boet. 
gun-lioat. 
gun- boat, 
gun-boat, 
pad. st. sloop, 
troop ship, 
gun-bjat 
ic. St. g.b. 



sc 
O 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
8 

21 
3 
3 
6 
3 
3 

14 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
51 
3 
3 
3 
3 

G 
3 
21 
4 
6 



H.P. 



12 

3 
3 

3 
3 
G 

3 
3 
3 



C>rTAxar. 



80 
60 



60 
60 

400 
40 
60 

150 
60 
40 

300 

400 
GO 
GO 
60 
60 
60 
GO 
GO 



120 

3G0 
GO 
40 
40 
80 
70 



60 

400 



200 



400 



60 
60 
60 
80 
500 
500 
40 
60 
40 



Muitt. Com. Hocklej. 
Ueut. Btftoe. 
Lieut. Franklin. 
Comr. Hay. 
Lieut, Croasy. 
liottt. Tueker* 
Comr. ^loutgomeiy, 
lion. Capt, Keta. 



Lieut. BavidtoQ. 



Capt. B. Bew. 

Joslyn. 

„ Boultoo. 
I4ettt. Jtiebords. 



Lieut. Bogle. 
Comr. Poole. 



Lieut. 

Lieni. HqxImiiu 

Lieut. Smith. 
G. Mackay, M.D. 
Mr. E. Peach. 
Cai>t. Borlasse, C.B. 
Capt. M. 8. NoUoth. 
Actg. Com. Bingham 
Comr. Craigie. 
Capt. CorlKtt. 
Comr. Moresby. 
Lieut. Ftodce^ 
Lieut, Uuitlaud. 

Lieut. W. F, Lee. 
Comr. .Tones. 
Comr* Gtrodew 

Lieut Howorth, 



Shanghai 
Shftoghti 

Ilong-kong 

Hong-kong ; 

Shanghai 

Swatow 

Shanghai ' 

Japan | 

Hong-kong 

HoDg-kong 

Shanghai 

Hoog-kong 

Hong-kong 

Ningpo 

rionj^-kong 

llong-kong 

Shanghai 

Hong-kong 

Uung-kong 

Swatow 

Hong-kong 

Shanghai 

Hong-kong 

Hong-kong 

fihanghti 

Hong-kong 

Ningpo 

Hong-kong 

Shanghai 

Hong-koag 

Hong*koaf 

Ja|!iin 

Houg-kong 

Japan 

Singapore 

Hong-kong 

Poo^w^ 

Shanghai 

Hong-kong 

Shanghai 

Shanghai 
Hong-kong 
Taktt 



• Flag ship of Vico-Admifal Sir James IIoi>ti, K.C.B., Commander-in-Chiet 
^ Flag ship of Hear-Adniial Kupcr. ) Tesdinr to " ImpitieaM.'' 
t Laid up for fepair. || In ordiaatx* % Jtmng out 
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82 • 
THS WIB IS CHnriL 

Thft Timet of India of the 27tli of Jun^ 1868, (alio pabliahed in the 

Xiverpool Datly Post, 24tb July, 1862,) says:— 

" We have repeatedly warned the Home public that there iroulfl soon he 
a fourtL China wur upon our hands, ironi the nature of uur conduct towards 
tbe Taepings around Shanghai, and advioet of ilBcoDmenGement are ahready 
on their way to England. TJi^gent demands are said to have come forwaid 
from China to the Indian Government for troops — to do what? To meet 
an aggression we have wantonly provoked on the part of men who 
sincerely wished to be at peace with us, and to enter upon the conquest of 
the Ckioese empire. For that is what is reallT hefore ns. The events of 
the lost few years have made it clear that all material power is on the 
side of the Tacpinga, and if we destroy their power, we must hold the 
country ourselves, to find it at no distant date a ground of conflict with 
France — or abandon it to the worst excesses of anarchy. We have 
deliberately espoused the canae of the most conupt, weak, and emel 
despotism the world has erer seen^a despotism hopdess of relbnn or 
mgencration — and are ahout to reap the bitter fruits of our policy. If, 
instead of madly warring upon the Taepings, we had placed ourselves in 
.friendly relations with thera, Shanghai might now have been a free port, 
and the Yangtsze Kiang throughout its length as safe to European com* 
meree as the Thames. Our eonduot towards these Taepings has been so 
wholly inexcusable, that were they to hang every European that falls 
into tlieir hands, none could justly blame them. What offence have they 
committed against us, that our cannon and fleets are to be employed in 
destroying them, and our soidu-ry in capturing them, and handing them 
' over to the tender mercies of Mandarins to be disembowelled f Have the 
Taepings no atrocities to avenge, that all our sympathies are with the 
bloody crew of whom Yeh stands out in our time as the type? Here, as 
elsewhere, it is the undue preponderance of our supposed commerciad 
interests that decides our policy ; and, without staying to inquire what 
natural right and justice demand of us, we plunge headlong into a guilty 
strife, flattering ourselves that the ' general interests of hnmanity ' move 
ns. We do trust that this Tacping war will rouse the country to a 
eenrching and adequate inquiry into the matter. The Taepings are not 
the monsters they have been declared to be, and were European influence 
brought frankly to bear upon them, we might check their excesses at 
oDoe, snd lead them to the estaUishment of a settled and peaeeftil mla." 

**TBooFs m CntSTA. 

** There is a rumour that the China mail has brought an urgent demand 
for more troops to be sent from India. Our small force at ShaD^jhai Bccms 
to have been, at the date of tiie last accounts, in a somewhat critical posi* 
tion. Some men and gnn-hoats had been sent away to capture Kingpo, hut 
this diminution in tbe strength of the Allies, English and French, seems 
only to have caused the leaders to carry on operutiouB ngaingt the rebels 
with renewed vigour. The result is, tbat wo have leaml once more the 
lesson one would suppose Admiral Hope had been thoroughly taught in 
Ida tnA tXtuk on tne Peiho forts, that it ia not oonrsge rat fbllj to 
despise any enemy and to attempt vast designa' witii too smsll meaaa. 
The rebels, discovering probably the weatncss of the foreigners, and 
growing weary of surrendering fortress after fortress without resistance, 
seem to have at last fought with some energy, and to have repulsed the 
Allies witli ki% tlia Frmh Adninl being among the killed. Enoou* 
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raged bj thii success, thej have now swarmed down again upon the 
comatyj fnm vhieli they had been previously driven by tba Allies, and 
•te leported to have surrounded a fort which U oeeuplea by 900 Biitiah 
troops (Sepoys). It is evident that wc buvo now on our hands a war 
which will probably last longer and cost us more men than any previous war 
with the Chinese. What is to bo the end uf it who can say ? We cannot 
rest when we have occupied some of the chief seaports ; a war of this sort* 
ones begun, can onlv result dther in the espulsioa of the feidgneft or in 
tbs inlijugation of the country. The power of Francse nt^Eagland united 
to conquer China is undoubted; but when the conquest is complek^d, how 
are the two nations to share the spoil f " — Boatba^ Saturday Review, June 
21, 1862. 



mTEBYENTION OP GBEAT BBITAIK IN CHnTA. 

The following ii from the London DaSy yewt, of July 11th (an oigtn 
which' giTOs its general support to the Goremoient), and is bttedupon tha 
testimony of a soldier in the Briiish Array. Let Enf^lislimcn ask them* 
selves whether they are prcparod to fhcd their blood, and lavish their 
treasure, in support of such a system, and if not, let them 8P£ak out 
before it is too late : — 

Leading Article, DaiJi/ Keicif 1 1 th July, 1862. (Alao published in tho 
Glasgow Daily TTewt, 19th July, 1862) : — 

** It was certain that Lord Palmerston's clandestine war in Cliina would 
be applauded, as vehemently as that in America is denounced, by some of 
our contemporaries ; and the Bremiei^i admirers do not stiek at triflei^ 
when, as too often happens, his publio acts need excuse. But we acknow- 
ledge that we were not prepared to find an espousal of the Tartar cause 
defended in the name of * humanity.' There seemed so many reasons for 
not pronouncing that word, and for keeping the idea as much as possible 
out of sight. ' Fighting for the Tartars in the name of humanity — ^how 
strange it looks in black and white \ And yet this, we are assund^ is 
what we are doing, and about to do yet more extensively. If thube io^ 
we had better try and familiarize ourselves with the notion before it be- 
comes criminal, and, wor st of all, ' un-English * to call it in que stion. 
First of uU, then, if llie cause of humanity and the Tartars is identical, 
we should like to be informed at what date the union took place. For II 
was not always so ; Lord Palmcrston being witness and judge. We can 
recall a time when it was a duty, and not a difficult one, to bclicTe that 
those we are now aiding, surpassed in cold-blooded cruelty every people 
under the sun. Speeches in Parliament ^<rere full of their atrocities, 
pictorial books were pnUished to exemplify the horrible inventlTenesi of 
the Chinese officials in torture, and Lord Psdmerston got infinite credit fbr 
an implacable hostility against a race of monsters of human mould. We 
are not aware that Lord Palmerston has ever admitted that he was mis- 
taken. We do not thiuk he is likely to do so, Uvvause there is no reason 
to doubt that the belief which prevnled here In 185? was as correct as 
any general impression of national obaiacter ever is. We ourselves had a 
good deal to say at that time against a war which appeared both impolitio 
and unjust; bat we neTor dreamed of saying that the Xartais wane 
humane. 

'* We should have thought that the dreadful events which happened 
near Pekin^ in 1660» had tmpiinted their lesson too deeply to allow of ao^ 

\ 
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iUiuioii as to fhe duumeter of fhe Imperial OoTcniment But it aecmt 

not All that we bare learned of the Tnrtijrs docs not hinder Lord 
ralraerfiton from saying quite merrily to Mr. Cobdcn, tliat if we have 
•weakened them a littlf, we are the more boiind to build up their power. 
Accordingly, we are doing it. If our countrymen, when they understand 
what their serrimto are doiDg in Cliina, approve of it, we dull hftfe no 
more to fay. But at present we do not believe that they hare the slighteet 
suspicion of what is going on. We do not believe that it is their pleasure 
that their troops should hunt down fugilivos, hy ^vllateTer outlandish 
name culled, to be handed over to the men who so lately mutilated, and 
then killed our countrymen. But if so, how ^reat will be their indigna- 
tion when they learn the honors whieh onr interrention has eanied in 
C3iina» while we in England supposed our policy was one of neutrality 
and peace. The mail which arrived from Chinn a fortnight ago brought 
nccounts of nn action in which the English, French, and Imperialist 
Chinese were engaged against the Taepings. It was described as a very 
brilliant alfolr^ rewarding (he fetors with lots of loot It contained also 
a statement that a number of the prisoners had been handed over to tho 
Impcriulists 'for punishment* Incredible as was tbis statement it np- 
|)ear8 to be true, and the present mail bririgs word how tbo l oor wretches 
were treated. The following letter of an English soldier, who was present 
at the terrible scene, is tucen from a China newspaper. Let not our 
readers blame us if tho pcmsal fills them with horror. When the honour 
of the English name is tarnished by complicity in fiendish oiltrag^» it is 
time that Engb"?h feeling was aroused. The poldier writes : — 

'* * I went with the crowd to see the execution of ihe Taeping prisoners 
that had been given up for execution into the hands of the Mandarins by 
the English and Frencn authorities ; or» what is the same thing, they Mk 
no meamrei to prevent ihe ruthlest hutcheiy of tho&e they lent their aid to 
capture: when, horror of horrors! how am I to depcribe the dreadful 
scene, or will it over leave ray memory? Among those wretches were 
young and old, of both ^exes, and of all ages and sizes, from the infant 
reeently bom to the man of eighty, tottering on his staff; from the §»€knU 
woman to the young maiden from ten to eighteen. The latter were pushed 
out by tbc guards among the crowd of ruffians assembled, and were taken into 
sheds and by-]^laccs and dchanched, and again dragged bnct by the hair of 
the head to the Chinese guards, to await their turn for execution. Some of 
them had fainted, and were pulled along the ground to the executioners, 
who threw them on their backs, tore off their clothes, and riped them from 
the lower part of tho abdomen to the breasts, which were cut off and dashed 
with a curs;c in their faces. The bowels, as a matter of course, gushed 
out ; but the cut was made in such a way, and so skilfully, and with 
suck cxpcrtncss, that the intestine was seldom iiyured. After a little 
time in this state of excessive torture, the executioner thrust his hand 
into the chest and tore out the reeking hcarti his victim looking him in 
the face all the while. A young female, apparently about eight montbs 
pregnant, who never uttered a groan or sigh at all the previous cruelties 
she had endured from the surrounding mub, had her infant cut out of her 
womb, and held up in her sight by one of its little hands, bleeding and 
quivering ; when, at the sight, she gave one heartrending, piercing screech 
that would bare awakened pity in a tiger, ond nftcr it bad been in that 
state dashed on her breasty she, with a lost superhuman effort^ released 
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her arms from those hoHinp; ^er down, and clapped her infant to hrr 
bleeding heart, and died holding it there Avith such force that they could 
not be separated, and were thus thrown together on the ^ile of other car- 
casses. Another young woman among the priaonert awaiting lier turn to 
be disemhowdUed, with a fine boy of ten moutha old cro\i'iDg and jumping 
in her arms, had him snatched suddenly away from her, and flung to the 
executioner, who plunged the mthleps knife into his tender breast before 
his motht r's eyes. Infants but recently bom were torn from their mother*a 
breasts, uud disembowelled before their faces. Young strong men were 
cBsemboweUed, mutilated* and the parte eot off thrust into their own 
mouths* or flung among the odmiring and. laughing crowd of Chinamen. 
But no more : T can write no more of thp*e scenfii; I can now only regret for 
ever that I looked on the dreadful sight. I am no longer fit to be a soldier. 
I have been in many battles during the h^t twenty years, and iu the 
thickest of the fight m most of them, where a rage and thirst for carnage 
ia dreadful to rcilect on afterwards, but nothiag heretofore that I have 
seen or heard of, or even read of, could be compared to the dreadful cruelty 

of the disembowelling execution. Poor F , who came with roe to see 

the execution, fell down in u taiuting fit, and was in that state carried 
away, and is now a raving maniac from ti» effects the dreadful sight had 
on him. Hat Gon vomaitb EireLAiin ion Tnn takk snx it Tanvo in Taia ' 

WAn, An MAT TUl SUr OF TUE SNOBUITIES SRS nAi ASSiaTtD liT PBRFn- 

TRATIKO ON THE BKFFVCRT ESS wouah axd ixvocsiiz axb hbcpum csiin 

BB BEMOTEt) FROM HEB BOOR ! ' 

" Such is the plain unvarnished tale of one of our countrymen. And 
now let the adrocatct of Lord Palraerstoa'o 'Tigorons and spirited polity ' 
accuse us, if they will, of praying for horron^ and being the ruthless iU- 
■\vi?hprs of the human race. We shall be satisSed if Almighty God but 
give our country grace to insist thnt his servfints shall do justice, and loTO 
mercy in their dealings \\ ith tlie dark and distant races of mankind*'* 



(From the Chriitian Ncict, July 19, 1863.) 
CHINA AS IT 18. 

"Eveij Uagdon divided agsinst itwlf Is Imght to dcsbbto* 

The Winds of the Great King hare been confirmed acorea of timei dnting 
the post eighteen centuries, and the nineteeth seems deetlned to afford yet 

stronger proof of the anci» nt proverb. At this moraent, two of the 
greatest of the world's Empires are divided against themselves, and both 
are, apparently, ou the verge of dissolution. Of America, however, wo 
do not despair; she ia jonng and vigorous— Hsut down* she will diool np 
again. Old China, on the other hand, totters to her fiill; and, notwith- 
standing the good Samaritans who fancy that, by means of their cordials 
and their bandages, they can heal her wounds, and restore her health, we 
▼eiT much fear that her ancient limbs are paralyzed, and her enfeebled 
puse is^ heating its own desd-march. The kingdom is divided against 
itself; it is brought to desolation. Ko one who is at all acquainted wiUi 
the present state of the country, and no one, especially, who has travelled 
there, but is deeply impressed with the Augean confusion that reigns in 
many provinces of the ii^mpire. The province of Shantung, for inetanoe^ 
adjacent to tiw nelnpoSltaa frarinee oi Chihle, within a few days' march 
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of Pckin, is at present desolated by marauding bands of robbers. The 
Honan Filchers, as they ore called, natires of the proviiioe of Honan, 
were employed some years ago by the Imperiiil Government to dredge the 
bed of the Yellow Biver. In conscqucnoo of their stipulated wagea not 
being paid them, tl:ey struck work, overpowered their roasters, and, not 
feeling inclined to re turn home, fornu-d llRmselvcs into gangs of banditti, 
whoso only object is to plunder the towns and villages of Shantung. 
Mounted on horses, they como and go as and where they will; the 
Mandarins bnTO no power to ataod sgainst them» and eren the Tarter 
Mldien oeem unahlc to put them down. It was a dctaehment of these 
wretches who murdon d the American missionaries, Parker and Kolmes, 
a year ago. These nu n have no connection with the Tacping insurgents. 
In the interior provinces of Yunnan and Szechuc u, there are insurrvcliona, 
more or less extensive, also going on, whieh keep the eonntiy in perpetual 
torture, and which the far-distant Imperial Government has not the 
slightest power to quell. And even in j>rovincc8 where the Tartar power 
is recognised, in the province of Canton, for instance, every petty ^Mandarin 
is very much his own muster, it is well known that wiiliin the lust few 
montha • native Chriitian had suffered martyrdom in China. What were 
the faete of that martyrdom ? It occurred at Foklo, a small town, or 
large village, about a hundred miles from the city of Canton. rer?cciition 
having arisen on ncrotint of the rapid spread of Christianity in that 
neighbourhood, word was sent to Dr. Leggc, of Hong-Kong. Accom- 
panied hy an Imperial officer, and furnished with authoritatiTe mstraetions 
mm the Governor of Cnnton to the superior Mandarin of the town, ho 
at once set off to Poklo. On reaching that place, he found the local 
governor and his officers, to all appenranee perfectly submissive. The 
instructions should certainly be attended to ; the Imperial orders obeyed; 
foreigners respected, and Christianity tolerated. Dr. Legge returned to 
Canton, but had scarcely reaohed the city when news arrived that^ aided 
and abetted by the local government of Poklo, the persecutors had disponed 
the Christians, and murdered their teacher. A reward of fifty dollars was 
placarded for the head of every foreigner, and twenty-five lor that of every 
native Christian. This occurred ailcr the promulgation of the much- 
Taunted Chinese treaty, in the best governed province of China, and 
almost within a stone's throw, so to speak, of the powerful city of Canton. 
So much for Imperial authority, and the power to inforce it! The idea 
of all provincial governors is just this — I care for Dobody; nobody cares 
for me." if this is the state of things in Imperial China, what must it 
be In Inottiigent China ? If tiie dry-rot has l^ins eaten away the etability 
of whole jirovinoes whieh nominally are under the power of thA Tartar 
Government, what must be the soundness of those provinces which that 
Uovernineut has been obliged to abandon, and which are exposed to the 
pitiless havoc of oit recurring &ie and temi>e8t ? The condition of certain 
parts of the Empire must be seen to be hnowa. Deseription is almoit 
naelcia. The insuiigent movement, praperly eo called, small in its com- 
mcneement, has spread fast and far, nntil now nearly one hundred miUiooa 
of tite inhabitants of China have come under its influence. 

AYhut are the objects and character of this movement? Is it likely to 
aoeompUsh the end at whieh it aims } Can it be- put down ? And ought 
it to be interfered with ? These are questions whldl force themselves not 
€ft wiesimiariei and consult oloae^ but also on tha peopla of England. II 
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ii high timo that this mntter was cnquircil iuto, not hostOy and hanUtV 
hut with the calm consideralioii that belongs to a vrcstern, and especially 
to a Christian cation. One thinp: is very cvideut, uaoiely, that without 
the exercise of the greatest caution and moderation on the part of our 
Ooremment and ita rcprescntatiTei in Chtiia, we thall find oureelTee 
drilling into n fourth war with that unhappy eonntiy— « war differing 
essentially from those which have preceded it, one that cannot be dpcided 
by a sharp and decisive action, hy the taking of certain porta, or the 
burning oi certain paluces, or tlie opening of certain gates. The end of 
U cannot be Ibmcen. Are we prepined to tend reinfbNoment after 
retnforoeinent^ and Tcud after vessel ? Are we ready, in timet like these, 
to spend any more of our hard enrncd rc^rinrces in nn enterprise •which, to 
say the least, is questionable, inasmuch as it virtually violates the principle 
of non-intervention in the internal affairs of other nations ? It is not 
our object, bowerer, to erittdae Government acta, or to indicate Gorem* 
ment policy. X^et othcra do that. We are dcsirona ratber of enlightening 
our readers on the real state of China, and of giving some informatioii ia 
xeferenco to the in9iirf!;i'nt moveracnt. 

Let it not be forgotten that every shield has two Bides. As yet hut 
one side of the insurgent shield has been surveyed and described. The 
eyea of Government oAcialt, and of merchant reaidenti, and, to aoma 
extent, of missionary correspondents, have been fixed on the bloody and 
burning parts of this fearful national drama. But that drainn has other 
acta and other scenes which we do not well to overlook. Having had 
considerable opportunity of looking at both sides of this question, being 
in conatant interooune with tboae who are moat competent judgee of ita 
merits^ and having not long since spent several weeka among the insurgcnta 
themselves, we trust we ehal! not be considered presumptuous in placing 
our view of the present condition of China before the Christian public of 
England. Our belief is that the state of society and of government in 
China is such that human aid is useless, and likely only to prolong a con- 
dition of tilings which, sooner or later, supported or nnaupporti^r mnat 
come to an end. Our hope, our only hope, is in that glorious gospel of the 
grace of God, which, while it brings deliverance to the captive and peace 
to the broken-hearted, brings also national life and social civilization to 
the most down-trodden of mankind. B. D. 



(From the Chistian Kews, July 26, 1862.) 
CHI^ A AS IT IS. 

SECOITD ▲SnCLB. 

Tan IviDBOBinra or CmirA.— " Aa cruel u a Taeping *' is ftat patting 

into a proverb. All proverbs contain some amount of truth, and, un- 
doubtedly, have much to do with the formation of the deep-rooted beliefs 
of nations. Before, then, this proverb bccomea stereotyped, it maybe well 
to determine bow much of truth it expresses, how much of error. The 
judgment of contemporaries, pasaed eiwer npon men or nation^ mnat ba 
always subject to revision, inasmuch as present prospects are bonniM; 
that which we deem complete is often in transition ; the fncts wc know, 
and on which we base our conclusion?, are few compared with those we 
may know hereafter; and it has ever been found that the scheme of Pro- 
Tidence is far too vaat Ibf ioj of tbose involved in it to know fully tha 
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part they an thcnuMlTes acting, or rightly to judge of tboee who an aei- 
ing arottnd them, in concert or in oppotttion. When centuries havB 
rolled on, and our descendants have attained to heights now fur above ub, 
they will be able, with soraclhing like certainty, and to a great extent 
without prejudice, to discern the good and the evil, the darkness and the 
lights of scenes through which we are passing. Whoerer, therefore^ 
Tentaree to give a sweeping judgment on present events, should he 
regarded at least with suspicion. Would-be authorities in Parliament, 
and out of Parliament, are very free in their condemnation of tbe Insur- 
gents of China. To call them rebels, is to apply a title ridiculously mild ; 
to ppeak of them as the Insurgent forces, is to deceive people as to their 
real cbareter ; to beliere that ther know anything of discipline, that any* 
thing like goveroment la establiued, or that the movement is anything 
more than a miserable and temporary disturbance, is to believe a lie. 
AccorHing to lliese authorities, tbe lustirgonts are notliin;^ else tban cut- 
throats, marauders, pirates, bandits, deMls mcarnate. The hardest of 
epithets hare heen heaped upon tiiem, and, which to Englishmen ia most 
offensive, he who TCntures to have a contrary opinion to that of these 
autboritic?:, wlio dares to lift up his voicu in favour of these wretched 
rebels, must be cither a fool or Foinetiiiug worse. We are not afraid of 

. epithets; still we have no iuttntiun of provoking the thunderbolts of the 
powers that he; onr aim ia to give what information we can, in reference 
to the objects and the diameter of that rebellion which is at present deso- 
lating f^ome of the fairest portions of the Chinese empire. 

It is almost nmlless to say that the Taej)ing rebellion, like many 
another lK>ibrc it, both public and private, is, indirectly, the result of the 
Bible. Christ came not to send peace, but a sword. A copy of the Word 

■ of God, presented to a student at the dow of an examination hall in Canton 
many years ago, was the indirtct means, we repeat, of lighting this flame, 
which, like a prairie fire, sceraa inejctinguisbable. But no blame to the 
Bible for that! From tbe careful perusal of the book, this student con- 
ceived the most invincible hatred of idolatry. lie went everywheie 

£ reaching what he hdioTed to he the truth ; adherents gathered round 
im ; power was the result of seal; and on the occasion of tbe celebration 
of a festival in honour of s popular deity, at which festival the most 
abominable rites were practised, zeal and power combined to break in 
upon the time-honoured ceremony, the images of the god were smashed, 
and the worshippers were dispersed. But the gauntlet had been thrown 
down, and at once it was taken up by the authorities. The Iconoclasts 
were pursued and attacked; tbey Jcf nded themselves with vigour; their 
assailants were repulsed, and thus commenced a struggle which, for seve- 
ral years, has been keeping the whole empire in a state of ferment, and 
which, at the present time, promisee to involTe not only the unhappy 
country of ita birth, but, unless gnat ears be taken, foreign nations aa 
well. 

We do not propose to foUow tbe Insurgents through their varying for- 
tunes during the last t«'n years. To us their present position is of far 
greater consequence. What, then, are the objects which these men hare 
in Tiew ? We most confess to great surprise at being told, as we often 
are, that they have no object \vorlby the name, their ouly design being to 
plunder the people, and live on tbe fortunes of war. Such a judgment, 
passed upon a movement whose proportions ore so gigontio as to be second 
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not tmn. to those of the great lodiaii rnvtinj' of 1857> m be that anlj of 
the raost superficial observer, or the most rnndora giir'sor. An -wrll might 
it be paid that Nana Sahib and his commdes had no other aim thiin that 
of wholesnle murder. It is, at all events, but cominoo justice aud commoo 
tense to Tccdve their own Tefuloo of their tale. Although we reserve to 
oorselree the right of eommenting therrapon, let lu not, if we desire to 
hnow the truth, venture to trample upon their own aatobiegnphy. YTbeti 
then, !<? {hvlr own idea of this movement ? 

First ot ail, their king believes himself to be divinely commissioned, in 
much the Bame way as Moses or Joshua in ancient times. We are not mt 
liberty to sneer at thii. However miitaken the Tien-wang may he, the 
history of the past will not allow lie to mahe light of bis blunder. 
Mahomet was either telf-dt'lndcd or an impostor; Mahomcdnnisra is 
none the les« a fact, and in former limes it was a Tery bloody and disas- 
trous fact. The Chinese rebellion may be founded on a delusion, but it 
it not on that aeoonnt the leu mighty, or the more eaaily dealt with. 
The Insurgent king bdieves* moreover, ilmt he is divinely oom missioned 
to accomplish three grand rcsnlti. The first is — the destmction of the 
Tartar or Mantchu dynasty, which, for the last two hundred years, hat 
held Imperial sway over the wliole of China. The second is — the demo* 
lition of the idols, and the uprooting of idolatry from the land. The third 
object aimed at is — the establishment of the worship of " the heavenly 
Father." As described by themselves their intention is thueefold ; and 
their determination to carry out this intention has ever been expressed in 
the most energetic terms. It is worthy of remark, that while they have 
never swerved from their purpose, tliey have never lost faith ia their des- 
tiny. On one occasion only was there the appearance of this, and then in 
vnAk a form as to show that their faith is of that kind which Christian 
people will not be slow to appreciate. It was in the ht ginning of the 
year 1859 that the Tien-wang found )linl^;clf in the greatest straits. He 
and his army were shut up iu iSunkin, which was closely invested by the 
Imperialist forces^ lines had been drawn around the city, and the plan 
was to starve out the garrison. Things came to sneh a pass that the 
besieged were reduced to live on vermin and garbage, if not on human 
flesh. In this extremity the Insurgent chief, summoning his subordinates 
around him, addressed them in some such terms as these: — " We are," he 
said, ''in the utmost distress; we have used all means ^rdieve ourselves, 
hut in vain. I see no prospect of escape. But we are In the hands of 
our heavenly Father; he has called us to this work; If it is his will we 
should succeed, we shall he delivered from our present difficulties; if this 
is not his will, then it is no u-^e flighting against God. My advice is that 
we call upon him lo help ua." iorLhwiLh, forms of prayer were distri- 
bnted. it so happened that just at this time heavy rsins began to lUft; 
for several days these torrents continued, until at last the besieging army 
began to lose heart. Desertions were frequent; numbers <3ied ; and the 
hopes of the besieged began to revive. At this crisis, the f^cale was turned 
by the sudden arrival of an Insurgent army from a distant provioce. 

A. simultoneons attadt by the besieged and the reinfofoemento resulted 
in the utter rent of the Imperialist troops. Pursued by the Insui]gent% 
they fled through the country. City after city either opened its gates, or 
fell a prey to the enemy. Elated with success, the report of their approach 
was sufficient to strike terror into the defenceless inhabitants. Thousands 
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on Ihousandt committed suicide, and multitudes, having buried tbeir 
««ilv€r, fled into the country in the hope of finding concealment thvre. 
Since then, the tide of war has Taricd ; on the whole, however, it has 
been decidedly in favour of the Insurgents, and the capture of Hangcbow, 
witiira tlie la»t few nonthgi, u an ocquiBition aeeond onXj to the poMesnon 
of Nankin itself. Their progress on i!u jrovlnecs north of the Tang-tpze 
has been very small, the reason of which is plain. The South cannot 
conquer the Nortli ; racn of Canton and Fuchow cannot overrun the pro- 
yinccs of Shantung and Chihle, because the climate is so entirclj different, 
and the food is soeh that, accustomed as they are to nothing bnt rice, they 
would be unable to subsist upon it. The subjugation of the north of 
China will therefore be a subsequent undertaking, i\ hich wlH scarcely be 
ventured upon until the south and central districts have yielded. The 
Imperialist forces appi-ar to have no power to cope with their more ener- 
getic opponents; entrenched behind lofty walls, they often succeed in 
resisting the assaults of the ill^armed InsuTgents, who then fall back upon 
the starvation plan ; but in the open fields the latter are decidedly su|)e- 
rior. What the elTi'Ct of better discipline nnd greater skill on the part of 
the lni])erialist force«», the result of European instruction, will be, it is 
Jmpossibic to say. This much we must, however, be permitted to observe, 
^althongb when noticed in the Honse of Commons by the Uemher for 
Brighton, it only elicited an unmeaning laugh, that in affording to the 
Government of China the assistance of our officers to organize their forces, 
and discipline their troops, we are juH sharpening the sword which may 
be at any time turned upon ourselves. It was comparatively easy, although 
very tiresome and expensive, to force our way to Fekin two years ago ; 
. bnt were the Tartar hordes only as well disdplined as onr own Snioya, 
soeoest would have been next to impossible. Are we quite certnn tliat n 
war between England and Imperial China is utterly out of the question. 

Foreign interference, even if it goes no further than at present, will 
have the very decided ctrect of so exasperating the iicbels that every other 
thought will he swzillowed np in the all-absorbing hope of revenge. 
Foreigners and natives will be equally obnoxious. To show any sympathy 
with the reigning dynasty is to draw down their wrath ; and if that 
wrath be impotent to drive us from our settlements, it will be omnipotent 
to stop our trade, and to hinder our missionary efforts. We may drive 
them away from l\^e precincts of onr ports, bat they will hover round our 
holders, and as far as inland trade It conoeroed, we shall find onr settle- 
ments in China rather centres of eonfutton than of commerce. The only 
chance we ever had of coming to an nmioahle arrangement with these men 
concerning the disputed territory was ia August, 1860; that opportunity 
was thrown away, so that we tind ourselves obliged now to defend our 
settlements at all hazards, without the prospect of a change for the hotter. 
Only, let it he understood that the more we interfere, directly or indi- 
rectly, the more do we render ourselves obnoxious to the Insurgent chiefs. 
It was far otherwise two years ago. From personal observation and rt si- 
tlcnce among these men we can testify that their disposition towards 
foreigners was eerdial and ooneiliatory in the extreme; we know that 
their admiration of Western arts was great; that their desire for Weatera 
knowledge and intercourse was strong; and that their willingness to 
«'ome to terms with Western consuls, and to receive Western missionnries 
was 00 aU occasions openly expressed. It is not so now i and after all 
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tbat hoi bappcned— the cold contempt of Bome— the hostile intentknit of 

others — r\nd tVte pcrpclual checks which they hare received wherever they 
have conic into contact with foreigners — we do not wonder that they 
have renounced tlicir faith in Western Dotiona, and are determined to 
fiaye at fitUe at posaible to do with Wettern men — ^magistrateib norebaiitit 
or mimonaries. We are not 8ur{)riscd that Mr. Bobcrta, a great avtho* 
rity with those who do not know him, has been obliged to leave Nankin^ 
and that Mr. Cox, our earnest rai<5«ion;nT of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, can find there no rest for the sole of his foot. This change is 
greatly to be lamented, but it was inevitable. What will bo the upshot 
of this Tobelfion none can tay; and what ita inflnenM npon the mtaie 
political hiatory of China aono can pradict. 

It may not be amiss, however, to g^ve as clear an riccount as an eye- 
witness can of the present condition of the country under the dominion 
of the insurgent king. The st/itements of Mr. Harvey, the consul at 
Ningpo, are not in &o least exaggerated ; only, let it be borne in mind, 
that they present hut one ndo of the pictnre. To the defender of the 
interests of merchants, the aim of the insurgents is only evil, and their 
conduct atrocious; to the representative of law and order, the whole 
movement presents only the appearance of miserable confusion and heartless 
riot. It is perfectly correct to say that wlicrever they go they carry fire 
and swmrd ; panic precedes them, bloodshed accompanies them, and famine 
and misery follow in their train— they are the scourge of China, and the . 
Ruffrrings of the people, in coii'^equcnce of this insurrection, are sad in 
the exlreoie; weeping and wailing are the order of the day. It is the 
habit of the rebels to cut off the inhabitants of all places which do not at 
onoe submit to them; and then, plundering the bonses, after the manner 
of our noble allies, they render the town or TiUage uninhabitable. If it 
be a place of considerable importance as a centre of influence, or for 
stratogic purposes, it is at once occupied by a garrison; bnt if it be 
valueless in a military point of view, it is abandoned, and the people are 
allowed gradually to return. If the place happen to be situated on the 
borders of their territory, it is oeeaaicnalty vinted by parties of insurgent 
troops, who put to flight all Imperialists that may be lingering about, and 
generally conf^uot themselves with more or less harsbnc5;s towards the 
rcfuj^ce inhabitants. If, on the other hand, the place be within their own 
territory, and yet not suli&cieutly importaut to garrison, when a few 
hundreds of the people haTO returned, they appoint over them aninsuigent 
magistrate, with a handful of soldier-police, and by him order is establuiied, 
and law administered according to the insurgent code. It is not true that 
these men make no attempt to constitiite a government. Wherever military 
law is not in force, and this is for the most part absolutely necessary, the 
attempt has been made with more or less su<m%ss. There are also certain 
places, though not many, within their territory, whieb, baTingr at oooe 
yielded to insurgent sway, haTo been allowed to retain their own Mandarins 
— these Mandarins being natives of the place — on payment of a certain 
daily sum, which was, in effect, a poll- tax. In one of these towns we 
staved lor several days, and were cordially received both by the magistrates 
and the people. The latter seemed prosperous and bappy, quite me ftom 
the misery observable in most of the rebel districts. Is was rather ndahlo 
that in this town the people wore their hair according to the insurgent 
lashiont while the Mandarin shaved his head. The idols generally had 
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been destroyed, but those in the temple, of which the magistrate's residence 
formed a pnrt, were only covered over. The tax paid by the people of 
this place amounted to ten thotisand cnfh, or nearly ten dollars a day. 
There were aL-o other places visited by us, which, like the town of Li-keu, 
are within a radius of thirty milts of the immense garrison city of Sucliow, 
and which, idthough more strictly j^orcrned by Toritablo rebel magistrates, 
lire, nevorthek'ss, in a state of considerable prosperity. A distinction, 
therefore, nnist l e made between the insur<;t^'!!ts militant and the in^urgeula 
triumphant. Wlicu engaged in an expeiiition, they urc delLrmined, 
rapacious, and cruel, their armies are not under what we should call proper 
discipline, so that oxci sses uro perpetrated, which by the chiefs are much, 
regretted. Women and children share the general fate, and scenes are 
enacted such as those which accoiupanicd the tiikin;^ vf II tni^chow. All 
this IS awful; and yet let us not be too severe. Much ot the misery is due 
to famine, and much of the death to suicide. The answer of one of the 
chiefs^ when remonstrated with about the enormities which were enacted, 
must also be token into account He replied that tlic war, in which they 
were enga;;ed, was one of extermination. If they did not, by every me-m^, 
destroy the Tartars and those who aided them, they lliemselves would bo 
destroyed. Let it be remembered that quarter is u thing unknown in the 
Kost; that the passions of the heathen know no restraint; and that, in 
their measures for the suhjugution of the country, these insurgents are 
only following tlie example of the Tartars, who, for eighteen years, in 
order to subdue the laud, drenched it with blood, and rcaiioiis will appe:ir. 
why wo should not regard these men as worse tliau their fellows. War 
is always dreadful, always sickening ; Lf so in Christian lands, much move 
80 in hc^itlien. 

But if wholesale misery is the result of this movement, which we no 
more deny than wo deny the same state of things in America, it may be 
well to ask whether there is no other result whieh may in some degree be 
considered a compensation. Wo do not believe in unmitigated evils. It 
is generally admitted that the irruptions of the Goths, for instance, into 
Southern Europe, although a fearful evil at the time, have not been without 
advantnj^o to of later days. Surely no one will venture to say that the 
Transatlantic ^^ar is an unmitigated curse. We know bt tter; and we 
have the most entire eoufidence that this Chinese rebcUiou will be over* 
mled for the permanent welfare of the nation. To it we owe, indirectly, 
not a little of our own military success in China. Had not the bauds of 
the Imperial Govrinmentbeen tied,:nid theirresourcesprenoiialy weakened, 
we should have found it a far more ditiicuit task than we did to break their 
pride and enter their capital. At present it can scarcely be calculated how 
much the rebellion will accomplish in the way of breaking down those 
time-honoured customs wldch have hitlierto exclndcd the Chinese llrom 
foreign intereouree. Armaments and treaties may have prevailed upon 
the Government togive up their exclu*sive policr, but these will not render 
llie mass of tlie people less proud and less ubsiinateiy conservative. We 
do not say that such a trem<>ndous national earthquake as this rebellion 
was necessary to aecomplish this end, but we do say that this end will ba 
most eifeetually secured when the earthquake has passed away. There is 
also another and not less important result m hich immediately follows in 
the track of the insurgent movement — we refer to the destruction of 
idolatry, Vo hare already observed that this was the initial character of 
tho moTencni-^a crusade against the idols. The insni gcnt k ing and hit 
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tubortlmatet hurt never Wi sight of thU object Wherercr thej have 
forced their way, tho idols have fallen before their fiury, for thoy seera to 
be ]ionetrated with tho most burning zeal against images and image 
worship. The lotidera are »o indootrinntcd w hh inonolheiRtic belief that 
tht'y cannot endure tho gods which ure no gods. Ivor is this a mere 
mameuvfe, because their ieonoclattie seal, instead of gaining them ad* 
henjnti^ teta tlie people, without exception, against them ; und when to 
this is added the fact that they prohibit llie worship of ancestors, it will 
not be a matUr of surprise that the Chinese, generally, do not sympatliize 
with tho movcmcut ; while it will be uUo apparent that the insurgents 
are determined, whether assisted or opposed, to carry out the objects witli 
which they Ix^n their crusade. However it may bo overlooked by our 
rulers, it ought not to be lightly regarded by the Christian people of 
England, that before tho onward march of tho insurgents the idols of 
China aro falling. Never before, except in tlie case of the Tsraclilcs, has 
a land been thus swept clean ; it is a new and a grand fact in tho history 
of n>ligiou8 derelopnent. We sar not, of course, that there was no other 
way in which the same result might have been obtained, but nt the resnlt 
itself, however bro\ight about, wo do rcjaice most heartily. It is no slight 
advantage for the workers in the vineyard to find that tho tliick under- 
growth of centuries, if is has not put ou the appearance of smiling 
gardens, has been changiMl, ercn by burning, into the fallow* ground. 

As to tlie processed object at which the Insurgents aim — the establish- 
ment of the worship of "the heavenly Father" — it must be confessed 
that thiTe is little ho|ie of Fuccess. Indeed, it could scurcoly be oxjiected 
that warrior.% with their hands full of the most bloody work, sliould bo 
able to give much thought to the establishment of religion. All that is 
done in this matter, is tho weekly pcrformauee of worship by the mag^* 
trate of each town or village — the diffusion of a ecrtain amount of 
Cliristian knowledge by means of forms of prayer, and crccdB, and tho 
distribution, to a certain extent, of t}se Chinese liible, the version ])rint^'d 
by them being that of Dr. Gutziaf. The knowledge of Christian truth 
possessed by the mass of the rebel foroes is ml; lilbw should it he other- 
wise ? IIow shall they hear without a preacher ? And before we blame 
their chiefs for failing to communicate the common truths of Christianity, 
let us ask what amount of knowledge, in such matters is possessed by our 
own Sepoys ! The leaders of the movement are more or less acquainted 
with the doctrines of the Bible ; and they believe them, some in the same 
sense as onrselrcs, some in n sense strangely different But shall wis 
Christian people of an eighteen centuries growth, be morosely or iinGhan- 
tably censorious of the infant creed of men who, but ten years ago wefiB 
enshrouded in the gross darVness of heutlienism ? Errors thero mny l^e— 
errors in tlieory, and errors in practice; shall we, then, ktand aloof? 
Proud Pharisees of this nineterntn century, shall we leave them to their 
fate because they have not been able to get clear of all tho chuius whero- 
with they are bound? A.ud because in their body, Bocial and religious, 
there is still many a festering wound, shall we pa^■< on by tl^e other side ? 
However impoj^siole it may have been for mi^8ioauri(s to settle among 
them» end we presume they bcH knew their own bnsinesSi the Insnit^to 
were at one time willing to accept their servieesu Now it may not be so. 
Pcrbap? they hate the very name of a foreigner : more is the pity ! But 
Christian people, in such a case know well what to do. Qod u still tha 
hearer of prayer. &. D, 

\ 
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THE FOURTH CHINESB WAR. 
(From the Aherdeen jMrndl, 30tb of July, 1862.) 

If rumours may be trusted, wt> are steadily drifting into another Chinese 
war. Sir Charles Wood is as chary of informatioQ as if it were prizo- 
monej; but there appears to be no doubt that the repulse in which the 
Fitmeh Admiml wm killed was scrcre enough to justify the despatch of 
an urgent requinUon for more troops to India. What the extent of the 
disaster has bet'U, uo reports are full enough to enable us to decide. It is 
diificult, therefore, as yet, to judge what amount of reparation will be 
thought necessary to rehabilitate the honour of the British ilug. The 
defeats snffercd by our gun-boats before the Taku Forts, cost us upwards 
of five nuUions hefore our wounded honour xnm healed. Until more de- 
tailed accounts reach us, it is a mere matter of surmise whether the 
disgrace of being repulsed by the Taepings will cost us ten millions, or 
only a few hundred tliousand pounds. It is possible that, in considera- 
tion of our Tictors being only maurauders, the reparation may be done 
cheap. It is n eonsolation to think that they do not present to our am- 
bition any of those objects of achievement by which glory is shed upon 
u nation's arms. They have not got a capital ; and, therefore, wo cannot 
take it. They have not got a Summer Palace; and, therefore, we cannot 
bum it. We cuunot extract from them an indemnity, because they have 
got no money to pay it; and the very undersirahle character of such » 
idtuation precludes us from demanding for any British subject permission 
to reside at their Court in the quality of Ambassador. They have nothings 
to give us but their lives, and, therefore, we must be satisfied to tol^e a few 
of them. The stain upon our flag will probably be satisfactorily washed out, 
in the judgment of military men, if we plant a battery of Armstrong guns 
safely oat of the range of the Taeping artiUciy, and kill as many of l^em 
as wo can without an unreasonable expenditure of ammunition. This 
will be the cheapest mode of satisljing our honour. !Rut if operations 
arc to be conducted on the scale of the Bruce and ring wars, Mr. 
Gladstone will have the j)lea8ure of presenting us with a dehcit next year 
compared to which all his former achievements in the same line will have 
been paltry and ignoble. 

It jg ]>ossible that these Chinese wars may be necessary for the pro- ■ 
teclion ol trade ; but the trade ought to be very lucrative to justify so 
heavy an insurance. The irritating peculiarity of tbem is, that they seem 
to be undertaken in pursuance of no settled policy. There is no ohjeet 
which, when it is gained, will give us good ground for hoping that w« 
liavc done with Cliincse wars. We are not fighting to gain territory or to 
keep it; but we are fighting for that much more impalpable popsession 
which we describe as the Chinese trade. It is the indefiniteness of the 
task we have undertaken, that makes each new Chinese war open so 
terrible a visUi of prospective expense. There is no limit to the obliga'> 
tions which the protection of a trade may not impose upcQ us. From the 
destruction of pirates wo have advanced to the armed occupation of the 
]K>rlB in which the right to trade has been conceded. From the occupation 
of the ports we havo now advanced another step ; and in order to protect 
trade, we attack the land marauders, whose depredations dry it up at 
its source. With finances in growing disorder, it becomes an interesting 
ipiestion to aslt how f;ir tliia is to go ? If the Taepiugs should t^ake to 
cutting down the mulberry trees, or devastating the tea plantations, shall 
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we make an cxpfiditiou into the intcnor for the pfoteetion of the oilk and 

tea trade! It is possible that, if onr military commanders could be induced 
to confine tlicms^lvos strictly to the })orts they hold, they might accom- 

t»lisU iheir tatk witliout any uudue jjressurc on tho English tax-payer. 
Iut» in adding to tlic obligation of dtsfimdin[( the porta the fartbor duty of 
dciboding tlie tract of countrjr enclosed i^ ithin a radious of thirty milci^ it 
may be feared that they have undertaken more than they can do. The 
f|uestion which Englishmen will f^poodily have to decide i", whether, in the 
present state of our commerce and finances, wo can aifurd to furnish them 
Mith the means of aooompUghing that which they have ODdcrtahen. 

There b no doubt tliat our armamcnta exist in a gnat degree for the 
protection of trade But if we must spend our money in bringing 
customers to the Engli-^h fuarket, and goods to the Enp;lish consumer, we 
may lay it out mme yu\>filably than in fig:htiTi^^ 400,000 Cliinumen at tho 
oLiicr end uf Uie world. After all iL ia tx pecuoiaiy dilliculLy that precludes 
US firom giving food to our Laneashire werkmea, and a nuuket to our 
languishing manufacturers, by terminating the objectless war in America. 
After all, war for tho sake of trade, is a pure question of profit and Iobb. 
It tv ould be easier to decide to which side of the account the operations 
in China are to be carried, if it were possible to obtain any candid ezpla> 
nation of the objects which they are intended to achieve. That oiu'foroea 
ehould wilfully expose themselves to defeat, merely to obtain a partieular 
cordon of neutralized territory, which it has pleased the military com- 
manders to mark out, is scarcely probable. At least, if it be true, it 
implies the old contempt for scmi>barbarous enemies which has so ofl^ 
led Eoglish troops into calamity. 

But our fkicndships are more pri gnant with peril than our enmitiea. 
The most furmiduble of all the current rumours is that which alleges that 
the troops which ha\ c been hastily sent for from India, are to be p;n*d for 
by the Chinese Government. In other words, they are to fight, not to save 
the factories of Shanghai, but to prop up Uie Tartar dynasty on its throne. 
What the reward is which we propose to ourselves for such disinterested 
service, it is not v^ difficult to guess. There would be no objection to • 
Admiral Hope playing " Uengist to Prince Eung*s Tortigom," if he 
were fighting: purely on his own account. But there is no record that 
Hcn;^ist was cquii'cd for his fortunate cntci-prise by an income-tax levied 
on the tribes who dwell on the banks uf the £lbo. If such an arrange- 
ment had been a condition precedent to his adventure, we might have 
remained a race of Celts unto this day. If in the brain of any Minister 
there lurks the faintest shadow of a project for pledging Englmd's power 
to the maintenance of the Mantchoo dynasty on the throne of China, it is 
time for the British tax-payer to speak up for his own interests. One 
Turkey is enongh for one generation. We have given abundant trial to 
our capacity for infusing from without an extraneous strength into the 
arteries of a decaying race ; and the success has not been so brilliant as to 
incite us to a repetition of the experiment. There is undoubtedly, to most 
English Ministers, and especially to the present Prime Minister, a supremo 
gratification in conducting the Gaveruiueut of several other countries 
besides their own But the taste is an expensive one to gratify when the . 
people who are selected to minister to it live at a distance of fifteen 
thousand miles, and number about a million of population for every two 
British soldiers whom we are at present able to send to keep them in 
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dicck. In TuJia wc buvc been taught by a severe lesson the impolicy of 
meddling in civil wars with which wc have no concern. Our progent at- 
titude towards the combitants in AiTghaaistaa is a proof of our advance in 
the sdence of sdf-eoiitroL The IcsaoQ it ttiU mere needed farther Eaiit. 
diina is in the agony of a rest revolution. A government must be very 
near its fall which is so weak or so odious that it cannot r^use its suVijects 
to resist au array of marauders, who leave every district through which 
thc^' pass a desert. Tu intervene on behalf of such a government is a 
policT more fatuous than to attempt to save the Bourbon dynasty hi France, 
which hot heen laid to the chaxige of Pitt. It h our duty to protect 
Brtlitfa pn^rty and British livoo, and to concern ourselves with nothing 
else. It may be inconvenient tliat civil war? should ruin our silk and tea 
trade: but wo must reconcile ourselves to the loss of them, as we have 
reconciled ourselves to the uf the American cotton, by the considera* 
lion that it will he cheaper to eulTer quietly than to Interrene. If inter- 
Tentton in either case were possible, America would stand first on the litt 
for our good offices in that respect. Cotton is more important than tea ; 
and tliere would be more hope of a conclusion from a war with a fixed 
l^ovcrnment than with a huge shapeless mass like the horde of Tucpings. 
But the most hopdess enterprise of all will he a emsade in the cause of 
legitimacy, as represented by the heir of Hein Fung. And to that* if we 
let out our troops to be paid from the tieaaury of Pekin, our e|}emtiona will 
inevitably come. — Saturday Mttiew. 

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF OHIKA. 

, Sib, — There it nothing in the present as])ect of affairs which promiMa 
the dawning of a more peacefhl day upon this distroeted land. Ihne than 
ten long yetirs bare paraed away since the banning of these commotions, 
and, for aught ■^vo can see just now, ten or twenty more are Wkf^x to 
follow ere they Bubsidc, Here, dynastic changes raove on very slowly. 
They generally take from Lweuly lo forty years tor their consummation. 
That thu will he accomplished within a ehorter period we hare no leoaon 
to suppose. Cliina is what she han ever been — slow, stolid, stagnant. It 
is hardly fair to expert from In r in lu r (hitage pij;ns of greater life nnd 
vigour than phe \\':is w uuL to displuy in the days of her vaunted strength. 
A well-instructed Chinaman sees nothing strange in all this. Beviewing 
the erenta of ages gone by, he regarda the decade of turmoil which haa 
elapied, and contemplates the coming too, as inevitable in the hiitorj 
his nation. " These things needs be." Such is his reply lo any remarks 
you may please to make on the judgments tbiit are now shaking the very 
foundations of the Empire. In this he is douhiU ss ri^ht. Were it not 
for those (W*quont Tisitations China would hare snnk immediately under 
the enormous weight of her own vicee. This, apparenlljf, destructive ele> 
nicnt has been the means of preserving the political and social life of the 
jicoplo from entire extinction. A rbinaman reasons more philosophically 
on these subjects thau we seem capable ol doing. We point to the present 
strife and say — " That is hell-born." *' ^'othing of the kind," replies the 
Chinaman, ** it ia only an cxprension of the mind of heayen*" we pro* 
nounco it poison; the Chinaman calls it medicine. " It will conYert your 
rich and fair country into a barren heath," says the foreigner. "ICo 

• IVitttcd in tbo Some^iifiMrmklt 24th Scftsoiber^ im 
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danger," replies tbo Chinaman, "it will only destroy the weeds; and 
when it is all over, we shall ring harvest home more loadlj and hcartilj 
than we have done for the last fifty years." 

Let UM tfiVe Hankow (called by the natiTot tlie *' centre of tbe Empire") 
for our atand-point, and calmly iiurToy the surrounding provinces, and WB 
sVinl! Tiave some idea of the extensive disorder which prevails^ and the 
utter inability of the Central Government to cope with the evil. 

Si Chwan is to the west of us. This, the largest, uud ona of the finest 
pronncea in the Empire, is in a atate of conipletu anarchy. SbYh tab Kat, 
one of the old followers of the " Celestiid King," is there with four 
hundred thousand men. Li ta ta is there also at the head of a host of , 
men. The capital is reported to have been tikcn by the latter. Li in ta 
is not connected wilb either the Taepings or Shih tah Kui. He seems to 
be setting up for himself, and to hope, in due time, to drive all partiea 
from the field. The number of hia men is* no doubt* greatly exaggerated ; 
still, to justify the exaggeration, it must be enormoui. Kwetchuw and 
Yiin Nan are also more or less convulsed. The tio\v% has just arrived at 
llankow that Shih tab Kui has passed over into Sli- u Si, with a largo body 
of men. This is regarded as a t>]>lendid move oa his part. The proviQce 
is famous for its great raerebants and its wealth. From the mountainous 
nature of the country the Imperiali:(ts will find it difficult to dislodge bin 
from his fastnesses, if ho is determined to hold them. He has also taken 
some places iu the north- wcRtem parts of the provinces of Hupeh— the 
province in which Hankow is. 

Honan is to the north of us. Tiiis province has been a ^rej to the 
'* Honan Fildiera" for many years. In Tain hare the Impenalista tried 
to cope with them. They seem to aim at nothing but plunder. They 
take a place, remain in it as Ion;; as it afiords them the means of subsistence, 
and when thoroughly exhausted they bid it a tem])orary adieu. The 
Mandarins have learnt this and act accordingly. Very seldom or ever 
they come into collision. The " fathers of the people " go out at one 
gate, and the ''Filcfaers" enter at another. AVhen the latUT retire the 
former return, and resume their places as the loving "fathers of the 
people." These "Filchers" are the men that defeated the famous Sun 
£ub Xing Sin in several successive engagements last 3'ear, and ravaged 
the whole of the province of Shautung. They are the men that murdered 
Messrs. Holmes and Barker. Thcr are now threatening to pay Tientsin « 
visit, and do with the province of Chih 11 as they have done with thois 
of Shaniung and Honnn. The people say that the Taeptngi an Twy 
an^'i Is comjtared with these men. 

The pruviuces of Eiangsu, Cheh Kiacg, and Nganbwei, are to the east 
of us. The two former, and parte of the latter, are is the possession of 
the Tae|>ings. Many places of importance hare been evaenated by them 
within the last twelve months. It would not be true to say that the 
places have been retaken by Imperialists, bince Toreigners h:ivf thrown 
the weight of their iniluence and power on the side of the Impenulistfi, 
the cities on tbo banks of the Yangizse have become worse than useless to 
the Taepings. Thousands of " braTee" have passed under their guns In 
foreign ships, and they hare not daR-d to put match to powder* iU thaj 
could do was to gnash their ttelh, shake their be:ir!<', aud swear revenge. 
Kankin is being closely besieged once more, aud there is a nnnour that the 
** Celestial King " ia tninking seriously ol remaviug bis capital. If true, 
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lie wUl probably fix on Hangchow. That the Imperioliits, ungle-hsnded, 

will be able to take Nankin, is out of the question. That the cliief may 
think it fit to leave from fear of a visit from the Enj^lish and Fi-ench is 
possible enough. It is quite credible that Ihis noble city may, within 
three montha, ceasu to be the capital of the Celestial dynasty. What 
then? Will the rebels scatter and TacpiDgdom come to nauglit? This is 
not likely. Their safety and prosperity depend upon their adopting a 
inensurc tliat shall put them ut a s-ife distfince from our shot and shell, and 
where they will be able to prosecute their aggressive policy without fear 
of foreign interference. The probable result of such a retireiueut wuuid 
be the eztcsoion of ihdr operations into the proTinccs of Kiangsi, Fuhhient 
and Canton. Tlierc is a report that the King Ying (generally c ilkd the 
" Four-e)'ed dog ") has been captured by the Imperialists. If true , the 
Taepings have lost their brarest general. T-ike many other rumours of 
this kind, however, it is likely to turn out to be false. 

At Shanghai and Ningpo the Taepings have proved themselTes to be not 
qnite so dispicable a foe as we had supposed. In more than one engage- 
ment th^ nave shown considerable pluck ; and the recapture of Ningpo 
has cost us more tbnn we had barLvained for. The French have lost an 
excellent Admiral, and our noble Admiral has had a very narrow escape in 
these engagements. The Taepings seem to hold Wurd and his trained men 
in great contempt. When found alone they generally show him that out 
of Iropcrialirit soldiers he can make nothing but Imperialist soldiors. Pro- 
bably he would have been in the safe kei']>ing of the Taepings long ere this 
were it not for the timely and generous aid of an arm Btronger than hia^ 
which has been stretched forth more than once for his rescue. 

The rebels having been beaten ^adly whenever they have had the courage 
to dispute the ground openly irith the English and French, have changed 
their tactics. They will meet us no longer lace to face. They will exchange 
Tio roore powder and sli ot wiih us if they can help it. But they will 
hover about us, cut off all eupj lies, seize our boats, kidnap our men, and 
vanish into air, as so many spectres, the moment an attempt is made to 
grasp them. This is a sort of fighting which we shall find it desperately 
hard to deal with, and this is a kind of enemy that bids fair to wear out 
our patience ere the work is half done. Wo have recovered several cities 
and towns on the condition that Ward and the Imperialists should hold 
them. The rebels were driven out with considerable ease, but no sooner 
were thev gone than thcj returned again in larger number than ever, and 
eomplcteiy surrounded theae very dtiei. We hare found it prudent to 
withdraw our men from the places we had taken, and Uie consequence is 
that tbcT have all fiillen into the hands of the rebels again. Would that 
as niucli wisdom as courage had been displayed in the recent measures 
which have been adopted ut Shanghai. The latter is conspicuous enough, 
the Ibrmer is wanting. Besides greatly augmenting the mstresses of the 
poor people, we have lost prestige and much moral power. By abandoning 
these captured cities on account of rebel pref?iire "we have proelairaed our 
inability to accomplish what we had undertaken to do. The rebels will 
pronounce each case a (splendid victory, and the Imperialists arc beginning 
to whisper that foreign Generals and Admiials are g«»od far no&ing, and 
that thmr own are very little better. To abandon these places was pro- 
bably ncccsi^ry in the circun: stances. The error docs not lie here, but in 
capturing them at first But there seems to he a rery strong anti-iehd manin 

Digitized by Google 



99 



prevaiUog jmt iioir» and a fixed datenninataoa tint tii6 nbelUoii thall be 

put down, como what may. For this purpose the suicidal eonno of teaching 
the Chinese the foreign mode of warfare has been advocated, and to a 
certain extent adopted, r\nd our steamers are allowed to convey Iiuperialist 
troops from Hankow to Shanghai. Well, men ought to think twice before 
adopting such measures. Can we put the rebellion, or rather these 
rebeUions, down, and restore peace to the Empire F If eo, at what ooat f 
Are we prepared for annexation ? If so, what provinces are to 1n» onra? 
and what provinces are to be handed over to the French ? If we are not 
prepared to put down the rebellion, had we not better let bad alone? 
These are fair questions. To check it here and there without desirojing 
it, inll only protract tbe enl and mereaae the miserjr of the people, 
Shanghai and the open ports are to be defended, Xaukin is the place to do 
it The movements of the rebels can be controlled only from the capital. 
It is there the Admiral onght to make his power felt — not by driving the 
Taepings out, which would be a suicidal course, but by giving them to 
understand that their tenure of the city depends on their' fidelity to their 
promiace. Thia would cost na but little* and tbe thing wonld be done 
cffeetually. The restoration of peace is TCiy desirable ; but this is to be 
done, not by ntteinpting to put down thvse niovf-ments, but by observing 
strict neutrality between the contending parties. Any interference on 
our part will only protract a struggle that must go on till a dynastic 
change ia effected. It is absurd to expeet the Chinese to do this, except 
in their own alow and, to us, very barbarous and cruel fashion. Some of 
us hoped at one time that the Taepings were going to do things differently. 
They have, however, proved themselves Chinamen to the bnckbone. 
Nevertheless, the chinaman's patieuce is never worn out, and he will 
manage to put all things straight in his own way and time, .Our inter- 
ference would only confound confosion, unless we are prepared to go 
beyond the mark which the sentiment of the English puoUo haa drawn 
for ns. 

And why should we feel the Bliphtest Kympathy with, or render the 
smallest aid to, the Imperialists r We have nothing to hupe, but every- 
thing to fear, from them. They are not friendly to us ; and, from whait 
now appears, never w ill be. They would drive us into the sea to-morrow 
had they the ability. Their conduct towards the foreign residents at the 
ports of Uaukow and Kiu-kiang prove this. Were it not for foreign 
interference, Hankow would have been in the hands of the Taepings a 
year ago. The people are returning in large numbers, the native hongs 
• are springing up with amaaing rapidity, and the place promisee to be aa 
nourishing as ever within a few years. All this is to be traced to the 
presence and influence of foreigners. But, in spite of all, the Mandarins 
nre bent upon annoying, despising, nnd cheating them to the utmost of 
their power. They induced our aulhoriUes to iix upon the must worth- 
less ground in the plaoe for the English settiemint, and they have kept 
\i8 waiting for it till now, and even now there are no signs of its being 
handed over within a reasonable period. When fixed upon, the value of 
each lot would have been from tliree to four hundred tucls; the ilan- 
darins want now at least five thousand. Our boats are detained here and 
thore and everywhere along the river, and the gon^boat haa to go and 
deliver Ihem from the dutuies of the Mandarins who hold them, ^cause 
forngneia won't pay afueetea." The foreign reaidenta are daily inanlledt 
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and frequently molested, by the ""braves** wlio pays tTirougb tbe ]ilace ; 
and the Mandarins declare that tbey can do notliiag — that these raen arc 
bcyoud their control. When asked if they could manage them, were they 
themsclres the Tietims of ftncli indignities, they reply, Tlie two ca^et aro 
different.'* Not long since, a gentleman was audly bruised bj a number 
of braves, and taken on board one of their bouts. Here he was compelled 
to go through the " three prostrations and the nine knocks." The boat 
was afterwards seized by our authorities, and sent down the Yangtsze in a 
blaze. A severe argument this, but, unfortunately, the only one they 
eeem capable of appreciating. The If audarina have been more careful, 
and the *' braves " man civil ever since. 

We are told, liowever, that Prince Kung is our (Hend. Well, this may 
be true, lhou;;li it is the oijiuion of some who are not bad jud-es on such 
mutters that he is j>layiDg a double game. If he is a true Iricud, and sin- 
cere In hia pretennone, then we are bound to conclude that he ia a mere 
cipher in the Empire, for in the provinces the Mandarins Bcem to act in 
direct ojiposiiion to the letter of the treaty and subsequent instructions 
with impunity. The case of the Roman Catholic priests and the native 
converts show this plainly. According to the treaty, persons teaching or 
professing the Gliriatian religion ahall alike be entitled to the proteetion 
of the Chinese authorities, nor shall any such, peaceably pursuing their 
calling, ond not oifending i^inst the laws, be persecuted or interfered 
with. Prince Kung, in the Pekin Gazette, has been reiterating these 
sentiments, calling up m the Maudarins to treat the Iloman Catholic con- 
verts justly and graciously, and promisi:<g that the clause in which the 
Boman OaUiolio religion ia proacribed shiSl be omitted in all future edi- 
tions of the Imperial edict. All this ia very good ; but in these provineea 
every petty Mandarin peeniR to regard the whole as bosh. Is it because 
they undcrstutid Prince Kung better than we do, or because he is a 
nonentity ? Isoi long fint-c uu exumiuatiun was iield iu 2vuq Chang, the 
proTincial capital of Kiangsi. The English, French, and Bnasiana waa 
the theme. The examination was concluded by an assault on the Roman 
Catholic establishment. The life of the foreign pri« :^t ^V3?! sou'^^ht for; 
but he niaiijged to escape, and afterwards to reach Kiu Ki^nji; in safety. 
This was done under the immediate notice of the great Mandarins, and 
doubtlcaa with their tacit consent Ilaearda hiro been ported up in 
different parts of the same province, denouncing our aggresriTe policy, 
exposing our barbarism, and explaining our recent proceedings against the 
Bebi'ls, as an atonement to the OoTemmcnt for our post oifencea in the 
l^orth. 

In the province of Kwei Chow, a foreign priest has just been executed, 
by order m the local Mandarin. He produced his passport, but was told 

that it was a foreign affair with which His Excellency had nothing to do. 
In Hu Kan a regular system of pt rscontion has l»e( n carried on for some 
time. Chapels are pulled down, the hou.Mjs of the converts broken into, 
flund their property confiscated. The converts themselves are subjected to 
^•at indignitiea. 1 he Mandarins are either unwillini^ or unable to move 
m the matter. 

In Pikin the Protestant religion is prohibited. A medical misiiionarj 
of large exj>crieuce and high htauding is there; but he is not allowed to 
appear in his compound character. He may heal the sick, but he must 
not urt ionla» A ehaplain it then^ who possciiei aa extensiTt iwyiiiint- 
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ance with the CKiiie<e langtiAga. He preaches every Sabbath to the 
handful of his feUoir-oountr^'inen who reside there; but lie must not 
mentioa these things to the myriuds of heatlica who perish for the lack of 
knon-lodaie. It is said that be is allowed to teach Euglisb to a dozen or 
more Tartar youtbs, on the condition tliat they are to hear nothing of 
Jesus and his religion. One of our beat missiouaries— a missionary who, 
hf his learning and piety, wottM do more to raise the English eharaeter 
in the estimation of the magnates of Pekin, than any dosen of commoii 
mm, has been refuwd perraission to enter the city as a missionoTT. 
During his fortnight's visit at the capital he might talk to the people 
about everything and everybody, exccnt about Christ and him crucified. 
2Toir, whose fault is this t Does thb tie at Friaoe £ung*s door ? If so, 
why dues not oar Minister insist upon the fulfilment ni treaty obligationa P 
The Roman Catholic priests are there, carrying on their work boldly and 
openly, ^\ ithout anyone daring to make them afraid. The treaty provides 
that the British Government and its bubjccts Mrill be allowed free and 
equal pdrtieipation in all privileges, immuuilies, and advantages that may 
have been or may be hereafter granted by his Majesty the Emperor eif 
China to the Government or subjeots of any other nation. It is difficult 
to see why the Chinese Government sliould regard the Roman Catholic 
priest ^vith j^reater favour than tlie Protestant missionary. They can 
have no apprehension of danger arising from the preaching of the Gospel 
and the distributing of Christian books. The surrounding cities and 
towns have been visited by missionaries, and the people have been found 
remarkably weU-disposed. It is not probable that they are different in 
the capital. 

The \vhole onus and odium of this measure, it is to be feared, must fall 
upon one nearer to us than Prince Kung ; and it is sincerely to be hoped 
that the whole matter will be minutely inquired tnto^ and its injnstiee 
and folly thoroughly exposed. The Protestant missionary is placed by 
Fuch a policy below the llora m Catholic in the sight of the people. The 
measure is uujust aud imprudent, and must be abandoned sooner or later. 
Why not at once ? 

Soeh !• the present aspect of ai&itf. There is very little in it to 
enooursge the man who looks not beneath the surface, and who belieree 
not in an all-superintending Providence. Faith, however, can d^ery 
something, beyond that is well worth waiting for, and towards the con- 
summation of which all transpiring events, whetber apparently favourable 
or adverse, conduce. In the midst of these cummotions the work of God 
is progressing. At Tien-tsin, Hankow, Tungchow, and other eitiee tiint 
have been but recently opened to missionary effort, churches are being 
formed, and immortal soula eaved. The people arc beginning to doubt 
and question their old creeds. Satan's scat is being sliaken to its founda- 
tion. ChristiaQity is taking deeper root, and beginnins to spread its 
branohea. Believe, and it will coyer the whole land erelong. ▲ living 
faith has been introduoed into the nation. The day is not very far dis- 
tant when it will change the cold and grovelling Chinaman into a Ood- 
loving and Heaven-aspiring man. The Lord wiU hasten it in hit own 
time. Yours sinoerelj, 

G&iFFiTH Joav, 

HanhoWf June 87t 1863. 
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THB BEV. DR. LEGOE ON THB CHINESB QUESTION. 

(From the Noncon/ormut, Ut October, 1862.) 

The Missionary Magazine for October publishes a letter from the Bcv. 
Br. Legge, of Uong-Kong, relative to tlie ho8tiliti< s directed by the Entish 
and Frtmch forces against the Taejpings, with the following introductory 
rttmailn: — **Tb» Imif nMidenee of Dr. Legge in China, extending to 
nearly twenty years, huextenBiTe knowledge of the people, their language, 
superstitions, and government, together with his comprehensive and sound 
judgment, give to nia views great value and importance. In former years 
the avowed policy of the British Government was that of strict rwutralitj/, 
and, so long as this was observed, no direct hostilities of the Toepinge 
were direeted agointt onr oonntrymen. But the threatened attack of the 
insurgents on the Imperial forces in Shanghai and other cities secured hy 
treaty for purposes of Ttritish commeree, has led to a departure from tho 
neutrality ncrctofore muintaincd. The plea on which we have employed 
our arms against the iusurgcnls is that of prutcctiiig the interests of 
Jlritish eommeioe; but it may be apprehended that to effect this BQGeeit> 
fully (to say nothing in regara to justice or sound policy) will require a 
much larger force than is at present found in Chinn. Frnm the events 
which have transpired in Ningpo, it is obvious also, that the Imperial 
forces are quite unable to maintain the conquests which British arms may 
aohiere on their behalf, and that the oppressive and cruel conduct of the 
Ujmdarins towards their fellow-subjects can scarcely be exceeded by the 
iron and destructive rule of the Taepings." We subjoin the greater 
portion of Pr T^gge*« letter : — 

It is vain, 1 suppose, to hope that there will be an honest return to a 
policy of neutrality. We cannot help, it will be ^id, following up the 
course which Admiral Hopo has initiated. Bnt the British Parliament 
should lay down certain limits which ninther ambition nor caprice on the 
part of conductors of nflfairs here may overpays. Let the severity of our 
dealiugs with the 'I'aepings be tempered with mercy ; it should not bo 
ours to co-opcratu in their extermination. If we subdue them so as to 
place them at the mercy of the OoTemment, we should insist on it and 
see to it that its dealings be tempered with mercy. We should ace to it 
also that the privileges which we have fought for nnd -won, which are 
now treaty rights, actually take effect. While I thus write, I confess 
that I think wc shall find a conflict with the Taepings a very painful, 
tedions, and expensive affiiir; and that the attempt to bolster up the 
Manchon dynasty will he found a very thankless and uncertasn under- 
taking. Let it be granted that we can put the rebellion down, and that 
the present boy Emperor comes in our time to tnke the reins of Govern- 
ment in his own hand — after all, what shall we have done for the millions 
of the Chinese people? The French aud we together may support a 
Tartar Emperor m Pekin, as the French maintain tiie Pope in Rome, and 
the Chinese may not bo a bit more grateful to us Chan the people of the 
States of the Church are to Louis Napoleon. 

I will venture to say that at this crisis in Chiucse history, the hope of 
the empire lavs in one of two things — a native revolution or a foreign 
occupancy. For hundreds of years since the Christian era, there have 
been in China anarehy and civil strife. The nation has groaned in pain 
for centuries, until at hi«»t the ruler, to bind up its distracted steto, has 
appeared. lif foreigners stood aloof, some man e^ual to the difficulties of 
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the positioD, might in our time come ibrth, and a new djnosty be in- 
angnnited, nnder which the millions vonld enjoy repoie. At present Hm 

French and ourselTcs are in arms together; IM Franeh, whose avowed 

object is to dofcnd the claims of Popery: nnd we, whose avowed object is 
to defend and extend our ( oinmorce, and whose i e}trc sontntive^, Bome of 
them at least, are annoyed by the presence and opciutious of rruteslant 
reitsionaiiet. 

Our policy should be to abstain from interference in the internal 
business of the empire. If the government de facto accepts of forci^a 
aid in the management of its customf;, t}i;U is well. If it encourage 
foreigners to enter its service in other deuartments, that also is well. But 
let not us call rebels whom it calls rebels. Let not us lend onr annies 
and fleets to do for it what it eannot do for itself. If we only did what 
was ri<;ht, China would, by-and-by, in God's providence, come to a better 
state tbtiii it is at present. "Whatever betide, a nation is no mem justi* 
liable th;iii :in in dividual, in doing evil that good may come. 

But it avails not to deplore the fact that we have taken the field against 
the Tacpings, or to deplore it the more as needless and unjustifiable; it is 
a fact. We hare defeated the enemy in every engagement, losing also 
valuable lives on our own side. But Admiral Hope undertook more th;\n the 
forces available were equal to. We were obliged to retire and concentrate 
oiir troops in and round Shanghai. We handed over our conquests to the 
Imperialists, and when we hud retired down came the Taepings and made 
short work of the ' brares.' The poor people are now in harder ease than 
they had been before. TbeyhaTe been driven by thousands into Shan^si* 
There they arc, nearly hoiis!el<'?3 and half fed. Cholera finds them an easy 
prey. More than 900 died last month within three days. These, it may 
i>e said, arc uaaroidable miseries of war. But the war is a fact, and must 
be prosecuted. The British GoTemment has approved Adminl Hepe*a 
measures. A large army must be ooneentratea again in China. Ten 
thousand Allies — French and English — must be in Uie TangtiSft tO anni« 
hilatc the rebellion, and give peace to the empire ! 

It behoves the British Parliament — the British people — to look to this 
new complication of affairs in China, to look it fairly in the face. If we 
are to pacify the empire, we shall require fifty tiiooaand troops, and may 
then find again that we have undertaken more than we are equal to. 
But I afsk in whose interest we are to put down the rebelHon. Hitherto 
Admiral Hope has been acting in the interest of the Imperial Government. 
Of course, it we fight it« battles it must pay ail expenses. The British 
people eannot be expected to socrifioe the lives of its aoni, and its treasnn^ 
to establish tiie Mantehoo rule, and all gratuitously. Now I protsit 
against our putting down the rebellion on behalf the Imperial Oovem- 
nient, however they may pay us for it, on two grounds. The first is the 
ground of its cruelty. I have read harrowing accounts of the devastations 
of the rebels — ^how the country is blasted bj their march. The accounts 
are no doubt true. But I have seen also the ways of the Imperial braves^ 
and kept company with them for hours together. Their march over the 
country was like the progress of locust? and caterpillars. Their thirst for 
blood was quenchless ; their outrages on the young and old were inde- 
scribable. On tho score of cruelty ihe case must bo about even, inclining 
to the Imperialist aide^ if we may judge on the prindple that the Bon 
inwardly are the more crueL But the qnestiott is not about tht niaise% 
but about the officers of Oovemment 
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And to know wliat will be the coneequenoe if we put do^ the Kebels 
on bohalf of tbe Imperial OoTernment, we have only to think of Yeh an<i 
his doings in Canton, whrn in almost Involve months he beboriflrd 70,000. 
I have heard Sir John I'ovvring, wlu n other argumenU for the Arrow war 
were exhausted, enlarge graphically on Ych's barbarities. If we put 
down the Tae[)ingH, we shall kill onr thousande on the haltte^fiieldy and 
the governors of provinces will kill their tena of thousands in the execu- 
tion areas. We shall be installing so mnny Ychs. Onr high offiom will 
be the ministers to so many hutchers of human beings. 

The second ground on which I object to the putting down of the rebel- 
lion on hehalf of the Imperial GoTernmcnt ia the utter ineAeleney of 
that Goremment. Apart from rebel dittrictB, the people oTcrywhere aet 
it at defiance. It is unable to fulfil its treaty arrangements. Its soldiera 
ore often uncivil and rude ; the gentry are everywhere sullen and inso- 
lent; the mob is often riotous and violent; but against soldiers, gentry, 
and the mob, the authorities can hardly give any protection. Treatiea 
atipnlate for the toleration of Chinese Christiani, and for liberty to mil- 
aionariea to preach, and teach, and bnild chapels. Chinese Christians are 
often ppoilcd ; the nntivf m5^;^i'>nary is stoned and murdered, his chnpels 
are plundered and prol im d, and Government does nothing. The Govern- 
ment at Pekin sends out a magniloquent edict; the Provincial Qovemraent 
issncB letters and proclamations. Each ia powerless. Christian hlood ia 
Fpilt Cliristian property ia plundered— Christian progrm is atopped. 
All this under the Government for which we are to spend oor money, and 
pour out the blood of our soldiers ! This must not be ! 

I dare say those who advocate the carrying out Admiral Hope's initia- 
tory measures, and the carrying on war against the rebels on a great scale, 
wonld tell ns that they don't mean to do ao on behalf of the Imperial 
Government without insisting on securities from that Goremment that It 
will fulfil all its treaty Ptipnlntions, and securing from it also greater 
privileges This* is to me a vain dream. The Israelites had an easier task 
to make bricks without straw than we are getting to ourselves in under- 
taking to pacify China in harmony with the Manehoa GoTemment. The 
Manchous have had their time in China, as the Stuarts had in Britain, and 
the Bourbons had in France. It is not ours to hasten their downfall 1^ 
interfering against them in the struggle between them nnd the Taepings; 
but neither are they worthy that we should interfere in their behalf. 
And whereas it is afl^rmed that we interfere in behalf of our own com- 
merce, it has not been shown that the rebels have ever tried to ^eck onr 
commerce. Our green tea and onr silk hare eome £ir eighteen montha 
from distrifita in their handa» 



DKAGGED INTO A WHIRLPOOL. 

(From the JUtnconformut, Oct lst» 1863.) 

The greatest danger in our relations with China — an empire of three 
hundred millions of people, with only nominal rulers, and in a state of 
hopeless anarchy — is that we have no settled, clearly defined policy. No 
one can say at home whether or when we are at peace or war there. The 
deelanitiona of onr Hinisteta in London do not eorrespond wii^ the aeta 
of onr representatives at Shanghai. Lord PalmerstoUi before the close of 
iSb» aeasion^ said:—" We are making no war in Chinn except that which 
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is necessary for defending the (MMtioni in whicli <mr trade is carried en.** j^' 

Lord Russell, it is true, in the instructions sent Ottl to ^Ir. Bruce at the , 

^ame time, went a step furtlicr, by stating tl>Mt we nre also " to cncoura<;e ■■ 

ihe Chinese Govt'rnmcnt to arm a suflicient force of artillery, infantry imd 

cavalry, to overcome the rebeln and reduce ihcni to euhjectiun." To *' en- i 

eotirage " the Chtnete Goremment, we new know, meana to lend them 

ships of war, furnish officers to drill their soldiers, and lej;alizo the hiring 

of British nn rcon;irics to f\<^hl ihe battles of the Tartar (lyn:i?ty. Our 

long and costly expt rit nee in India proves that such a policy is but one ' 

remure from direct intervention, uud necessitates, sooner or later, direct 

intervention with ita inextrieahle entangleroenta. L«rd BuaaeU himaelf 

admits it — for two months ago he told the Uouae of Lorda that the more 

we interfere in China the more the Imperial Government "will only look 

on, and leave the burden and expenses of it to us." 

But what the British people do not suspect, or at least trouble them- 
aelrea ahout, is that our fbroea, in conjunction with those of France, are 
to he directly employed in putting down rchellion in China. Kerertho- 
less, that it the impretaion whieh prevuls, not only in French official 
'circles, but nmongst our own countrymen in the Celestial Empire. The 
latter, it is to be observed, liave hitherto proved but too correct in their 
ijrecast. They Ixuve peculiar facilities for anticipating the future. 
Hitherto our action in respect to China haa heen deeided not by the Honm 
(Government, but by their responsible agenta on the spot. Our Foreign* 
office not merely throws its ■^liield over their representatives in Cliina wTio 
KO beyond our iii.'.tructions, but accepts the policy tliey initiate. It was 
tso in the Bowring war; it was so in the Bruce war; it is so in the more 
serioua imhroglio that Admiral Hope, Mr. Bruce, and the French Bepre- 
aentsitive are now stirring up. Thus our oflleiida nhroad are Tirtnally 
oonstituted the arbiters in questions of monicntous importance to the 
empire. It is not the advisers of the Crown, or the British Parliament, that 
decide questions of peace or war in China, but AUaural iiupe and hia 
colleagues. If England were pulled to-morrow, the almost universal deci- 
sion woald he, *<£et the Chinese alone." Bnt what ia the faeiP Am 
Dr. Legge aaya in the letter published elaewhere, " The Britiah GoTem- 
ment has approved Aflmiral Hope's measures. A large army mnst be 
concentrated again in China. Ten thousand aliirs^ — French uud English— 
must be in the Yang>tsze to annihilate the rebeilion and give peace to the 
empire r' 

Apart from the very grave constitutional qnestion involved, it is scareelj 
possible to exaggerate the folly, wickedness, and serious and far-reaching 
consequences of the new position we have assumed, or which has been 
accepted by the Home Government, in the Chinese Empire. If definite 
issue there be, it is but in one direction— a British and rreneh ooenpattoa 
of the oonntry. " If wn are to pacify the empire we shall require 50,000 
troopa, and may then find again that we have undertaken more than wn 
are equal to." We are proposing to re-eptablish a dynasty that is as much 
a thin^ of the pa',t as the Stuarts or the Bourbons— a dynasty we have 
ourselves deBlruyed. liritish hired bravoea are to be sent out to giye new 
life, in conjunction with onr own toldiera, to a Goveraraent eonapienona 
for its cruelty and ferocity. '* I have read harrowing accounts," writes 
Dr. Legge, "of the devastations of the Rebels — how the country is blasted 
by their march. The accounts are no doubt true. But X have seen alao 
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tho way8 of the Iraperial braves, and kept company with them for hours 
togeUier. Their march over the country was like the progress of lociisU 
•nd eaterpilUra. Their thint for blood was quenchless; their oatrnges 
on the yoiing and old were indescribahle. .... If we put down the 

Tacpings, we shall kill our thousandu on the battle-field, and the governors 
of provinces will kill their trn«i of thousand* in tho execution arejis. ^^'e 
shall bo installing so many Yeha. Our high officers will be the miuisters 
to 80 nkany bntcbeit of tmniaii beings." 



CHINA. 

(From tho CMm Ovtrhutd Trais RtpoH, Hong-Song, Sept 10. 186S.) 

Oaradrieeo Ihna Shanglun, of August 26, state that the oondition of 
tho British fleet is tho reverse of satisfactory. The lass by mortality is 
heavy, and that from r^e^crtion still heavier. Twentf-fivo per cent, of 

the entire force are u{)on the Rick list, ' 

At likunkiu everything appeared perfectly quiet. There were a few 
Imperial jnnks at anobor near the city, hot no signs of the grand army 
that we heard so mueh of a few months since. This must have dissolved, 
for about fourteen miles to the west of Silver Island, on the south bank, 
there is a rebel encampment, the troops from which were lately seen to 
capture and sack a small town situated a little inland. 

The following summary of news for the fortnight is taken from the 
i8A«Hf Am MtrkH Report, It is more fall than nsual, and conndering the 
Btrong Imperial bias of our eontemporaiy, may be deemed a pretty fair 
statcnif^nt. Onr contempornry has, however, omitted to state that a 
detachment of our Indi:jn toldicrs and Chinese coolie??, sent to carry and 
escort some f^upplics to an outpost, were cut oif. He mentions in the 

Sirticnlars of the grand expedition giren below, that the detachment at 
bwha was surrounded, and as he Bays not one word of its release, we pre- 
sume it must have consif^ted of the Sepoys and coolies referred to. The 
dreadful effects of foreign interference become more and more manifest 
evciT day. Tho misi>ry and loss of life it has occasioned are positively 
ineafoalable. Had matters been allowed to take their oourae, the Taepings 
would at once have taken Shanghai, and there woold have been an end 
of all trouble. We could have made our own terms with them, trade 
would have c^ono on in the same ftiti?f:ictory manner that it has done in 
tho silk districts, which have long isincc falkn into their hands, and the 
fame amount of peace and prueperity as prevails in the numerous towns 
of those distiiets wonld have prevailed at Shandiai.^ But no, we not only 
undertook the defence of the place, which the Taepings would have eared 
little about if we had observed the ncutralitv -^e promipcd nnd professed, 
hut to Ft rvo the blind adherence of ourminist<:r to the Imperial cause we 
couverted the place into on intolerable eye-sore to the insurgents. Con- 
sequently for the past three years it bas ever been the objeet of attaek. 
If the question simply concerned Shanghai, It would matter very Uttle» 
Imt the evil we commit is the misery we entail upon the numerous toTvns 
ID tho nei'^hbourhood. Over and over again have the TnrpingR attempted 
to take Shanghai; in each of these attempts they had necessarily to lake 
all the towns in the neigbbonibood, and as they always seek every place 
they take, the unfortunate inbabitaati were upon each oeeasioo driven 
dcotitate into the ibieign setHanuiit So soon as the fcfoign lines became 



Digitized by Google 



107 



contracted to the city and setdemeol of Shanghai, the place was impreg- 

niblo to the Tnopint;"* They then rc>m!ihi(Ml in the neighbourhood until 
they had either ( xhau^'ted its rcsourct f, or until they were driven away. 
Then tho unrortuualc refugees would ha mdutcd to return to their homes 
•gttin. Mid no sooner had thej put their bouses and fields in order than tha 
insurgents would come nguin and dcrastate tham. This has bappeofld 
four or five time?, iin<l for every repetition we jire morally reepousible. 
This last grand blaodless expedition which our contemporary so loudly 
trumpets was not undertaken lor the relief of tho people, but clearly to 
rescue tha detaehment surrounded at Pawha, which must ba that lafiBrred 
to in our ad rices as having been cut off. 

For our readers must ohRerve that our national cn'mo is not no much 
intt'rfercnce as bad faith. Had we simply extended j)rotection to Shanghai 
and observed the neutrality we promised, we could havo made easy terms 
with theToepings. But wo were both false and aggressive ; by under- 
hand dodges wo converted the placa into the very heart's blood of the 
Imperial cause. We made it a sanctury, a depot, an £1 Dorado for the 
Imperialist, and wo drove tho insurgents in con?iequencc to desperation. 
We provoked and we compelled them then to do as they have done, and as 
they continue to do, and we repeat that, for the sad misery entailed upon 
millions in the neighbourhood of Shanghai during the past three jearii 
we ore moraUy and direeUy responsible. 

We may tulk as much as we please about the utter falsoncss of the 
Federal ;u counts of the victorie'* l^st and licfiats gained, but our own 
proceedings at Shanghai have been recorded with <^uite as little veracity, 
and reflect eren more disfraee and contempt upon our arma.^2M^ Jhr§99* 



OUn MISTAKEN POLICT IN CHINA. 

TO TBI XDITOS OF "TBI nAILT TBLteBm." 

Sim,— Let me draw the attention of the Biitish public to the leanlta of 

our diplomacy in the Far East Treaties have been dictated rather than 

discussed; and though, by a pliow of force, we havo been !5uccesfful in 
procuring signatures and apparent acquiescence to convenliona which have 
been presented, still a great deal has to be done to make the advantages 
which have been demanded permanent and aTailable. The bistorf of 
liritish relations with Japan forms a striking example of tiie mode in 
■which treaties nre made, and of the difficulty afterwards encountered in 
enforcing the terms of the contract. It is scarcely ten years since a British 
admiral concluded a treaty with the Japanese Government; and, probably 
to secnie tiie ratification of the treaty by the Tycoon, a promise was given 
that no other conrentlon would ever be demanded. The last article, 
therefore, declared that no British officer should erer change the terms of the 
treaty then made. But no sufficient advantn^es were obtained, and Lord 
SIgin, supported by a powerful fleet, demanded and procured another 
treaty. Since that event the British embassy at Jeddo has been twice 
attacked, the intention being to assassinate the Plenipotentiary. A guard 
of British soldiers is now supplied to protect the residency ; and though 
the Japanese also supply a guard, the assassins may be found among their 
number. The telegram just received bringa intelligence of an attack on a 
party of English in Japan, one of whom is murdered. It is called a 
"dreadful poMtieal mnider." If we wen te trace beck te the point when 
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the **p<)litiffir* part of it began, we should discover it io the hasty maimer 
of coococtijig uur trcaticB. To obtain dclat on the score of aQTantages 
accnred, too many are at fliit demanded. English fineedom it thrust too 
qaicklj in |ront of Eastern subjection ; and when the authoritiefi, before 
•whom everyone had before bowed in ftbjcct fiubmission, see a few foreigners 
p;i?^R by without dei^iili;g to notice them, ihey believe that the intruders 
Bt't a dangerous exainylu of independence to the musses of the people, and 
they tremble for their o wa |XHiition. la Japan, too, there are the Daimioe, 
or nohici, men of feudal power, jealous of foreign interlopers who, without 
rank or standing, dare to ride about the country on horBeback, and thus 
usurp, if they do not degrade, the exclusive privilege of the nobility. It is 
one of these nobles, with liis retinue of 300 men, who recently attacked - 
the party of foreigners ai they rode o«i Erea if there ia an attempt 
made to punish the erimbalt the ehaneea are that* before he will be 
disgraced by capture, he will muster a faction and raise a civil war, or 
will cheat justice by the usual mode of **happy despatch.'* If we attempt 
to gain all the advantages of unrestricted commerce, and claim the right 
to im}K)rt all our customs and manners into a country, without regard to 
the feelings of the people, the position of the government, or the wishes 
of the authorities, we must take the conscquenees. But, obviously, it 
would be better to adviincc by degress, than to run the risk of throwing 
a whole land into all the miseries of war, throuj^h the eiifui c t im nt of 
rights M'hich we may have secured by treaiy, but which we dcaiaudcd in 
the first instance without fully knowing the mischief thej might dow 

It is to be hoped that we shall not interfere in Japan as we have done 
in China, tryiug to forte the political circumstances of the country to our 
wishes. The policy which has been pursued in China does not proceed 
satisfactorily. It is true that Prince Eung, who signed the treaty witli 
Lord Elgin, Ims been able to maintain the position hie usurped, but this ia 
attributable to foreign aid and influence; and, irrespectively of the 
different rebellions ogaiust the Government, there are signs that his power 
may be threatened by conspiracies both at Pekin and Canton ; for though 
the Cantou conspiracy lately discovered was attributed in a forrmr t^de- 
gram to Taeping influences, the fuller intelligence by the mail did not 
confirm that statement^ and more recent news states that the eauae or 
extent of it has not yet been ascertained. Now, we must not permit the 
great distance of China and Japan I'rom this country to st^nd a*? a reason 
for our not taking interest in events, since the very distance makes all 
warlike operations there more expensive. Distance, too, renders us careless 
of the calamities that befall, and we pass almost without remark the 
destruction of 40,000 Chinese in a ty]>hooii, or the massacre of the 
whole population of a city by rebels or Imperialists. Our geographical 
kuowled{»e of places is coufusi'd, and the names, with sounds so unfamiliar 
to our ears, make confusion worse confounded. To add to all our diffieullies, 
with n*gaid to China In partieular, events become mixed and shuffled in 
such an estr;tordinary manner, that the closest attention to the intdligenee 
is necessary to follow the course of affairs ; and even then there is great 
difficulty, for most of the lotnl newspapers have changed their opinion 
several times — one day advocating the utter destruction of the insurgents, 
then the overthrow of the moribund Tartar dynasty, and afterwards noa- 
iaterventioa. During the late war, when we were attacking Pehin, routing 
the Tartaric and biuuiug the Smperor^s pslnec^ another portion ii the 
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force vrd« noting with the Imperial troops in defending Shanghai n«:amst 
the Ta( ])ini;s, who at the same tirno were most nnxious to be our friends. 
We have accDuuU of the Utter de2>olaliou of the cuuulry held by the 
rebels ; bat on the other hand we find that, though they hold all the 
conntry ronnd Shanghai, the export of tea from that port has increased 
thrcefoM, and 20,000 additional bales of silk hare been ahipped thia 
season, as compared with last 

It is true that the news actualij sent is contradictory, and we need not 
attempt to aoeount for it ; but, to show the difficulty in eommentiog on 
affain in China, I need only point out tiiat a month »go the telegram 
announced an alarming attack by the Taepingt? upon the city of Shanghai, 
stating that they had been beaten off with terrible loss, when no such 
thing occurred. The " alarming attack" was some looting expedition at 
a distant Tilhge, the maraudert being chased and slaughterfKi in their 
flight by one of tiie GoTemroent int<.>rprctcrs, hia groom, and eight or nine 
ToTunteen. With such oottfa*od intelligenco it is not surprising that the 
press j^cnerally slums Chinese jiffairi*. By waj* of climax to all that is 
conlusiDg, let me relate the Jinale of the affair at Kingpo as we find it in 
the Hong-Koug China Mail. Your readers will remember that Admiral 
Uope sent Her Majesty's ship £ncouDter to look after the rebels at that 
plaei^ and the city was captured, our allies being the French and an 
Imperial fit et, coiisisting chiefly of pirate vessels hired for the occasion. 
Subsequealiy another attack was made by the "Allies" on u rebel posi- 
tion some distance from Kingpo, and the French commander appointed 
part of the Imperial fleet to watoh the insuigents. Under a dread of 
being ordered into too close proximity with their foes, the French being 
very pressing in their demands, the Chinese allies positively refused to 
advance; they fired into the French, woiinded the commander, killed 
several of his men, and then six hundred of ihem deserted to the Tueping*. 
These men, with the Insurgents, now threaten to attack l>?ingpo. The 
remainder of the Imperial pirate fleet, onee our allief» it new looked npon 
in its true colours, and the French tend for ndnforecmcnta, aa the number 
of ''pirates" in the l?ingpo waters is so considerable. If Ningpo be 
recaptured, we shall liave lost every place tnken from the Insurgents in 
the early part of the year ^ several Yaluai»lc lives having been KuciiEced in 
the iDterral, and more barm done than good. 

I mention these circumstances to show what great difficulties may occur 
through interference in the far East, to support either the strict letter of 
treaties, or the Government that we expect to fultil them. Our treatiee 
are insignificant matters so iur as the bulk of the people are concerned, 
and we must not try to direct the whole eoane of foreign eropirea merelj; 
to suit our eommerciel purposes. That time baa not yet arri^. Let ua 
rather protect what we have, without interfering more than we can help. 
Let us endeavour by good counsel and exarajtle to show what are the 
advantages of our system uf civilization — a iar better process than the 
rude and reud^ resort to arms \ for though by that method we may snatch 
■t present gains, in lecklesi disregard of the eensequencea bejendt m 
crush the very means of preserving order among the resident populatioi^ 
or fiiitb towarda Ibe foreign visitors. 

I am. Sir, youra, fto, 

17oT. 17, 1862, Cahxomxemsis. 

\ 



Digitized by Google 



110 



AFFAIRS AT SHANGHAL 
(From the JMiJy Preu ) 

HoNO-Koxo, 27th October, 1862. 

The capture of Funr^-wha and Kah-ding, we believe to be the con- 
cluding parts of Sir JamLS Hope's pragramrae. Fung-wha has fallen into 
the hauUis of the ImpcriahsU, uud the Admiral went up to reconnoitre 
Kab-ding on the 16th instant, to tlmt intelligence of tbe fall ef that dt j 
may reach us any moment. Sir James will then proceed to Calcutta, 
leaving Admiral Kuper in cbaige^ who had anived from Shanghai in th* 
JEuryalus from Japan. 

Fung-wha is situated about twenty-fire miles from Ningpo. It is 
n waUd eity about four miles in drcnmference, and It tmnninded by % 
ditch. Its capture was considered essential to the safety of Ningpo for 
the winter, and for securing the rice>crops to the unfortunate country 
people ; besides liberating a great nomber of peasaota pressed into the 
Kebel service as coolies. 

The expedition for the capture of Fuog-wha oonsitted of abont 150 
Europcsnsi with three 12'poundeni» from H.l[. ateamert Sphynz and 
likieounter, together with n thoutand ol Waid*t troopt unaer OoloiM!l 
Porester. 

The attack was begun by breaking the pampet to the right and left of 
the eatit gate, iotcndcd to divert attention, while Forester advanced to thu 
northwa^ with about 600 men and stormed the dty. Sereral of the 
European force having bera hit* 400 of Ward't men attempted to scale 
th5 walls, supported by the guns and small arm men of the force. Some 
tifty yards from the gate was a nieraorial arch, on either side of which 
were graves and detached mounds ; and in front of Uiis, and about £fteen 
yarda from the gates, was a atone bridge covered with branches of treet; 
and at the foot of the walls bamboo stakes, and a network of the same 
material raised about eighteen inches from the ground. As far as 
the arch all went well; here the fire from the walls became very 
heavy; musketry, gingalls, stinkpots, fireballs, and brickbats lell in a 
tremendous shower. The scaling-ladders were dropped, the Chinese 
bearett bolted, and the troops diverged on either side and took shelter 
under the gruvea. Shortly after Captain Jones of the Sphynx with a few 
men and two ladders fjsilluntly adv jneed under a galling fire, making for 
the bridge, nnd clenring away the obstructions as they pushed forward; 
but the ladder men were uulorluiiately iihut, aud the European force had 
dwindled down considerably owing to the number of wounded, leaTing 
Captain Jones with about twenty in all in possession of the narrow ardi* 
way under the East Gate — seven of the number olBcers, and two 
severely wouuded. They then coinmenccd to destroy the Gales, which 
were massive, iroa-platea, and barricaded. They effected an opeoine, 
and tried to fire the bags, but the defenden inside wen prepared wiSi 
watnr and tucceeded in extinguishing the fire. Meantime, the lebdt tited 
various means to dislodge the attacking party. Stinkpots, grass brooms 
steeped in oil, and thruwD over in a blaze, on top of which quantities of 
gunpowder would be thrown immediately aifterwards; fire-bails, brickbats, 
&o., were hurled down ; and the atendi from some missiles was so great 
as nearly to dislodge the assailanto when tU elte fidled. At this junotnra 
n teaniaa ran the gauntlet twice, eartying the two woonded ofBcna from 
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the gate to a Joss-house under a heavy fire, and again returning to hi% 
post under the archway of the cast gate. This noble fellow richly 
aeeervet a Yictoiia CfO« for hie daimtleie IwmTery; 

Colonel Forester sot having succeeded in his attempt at the Korth Oat^ 
at dusk Cfiptain Jones with his party withdrew from the East Gate. 

Tlie next morning they found tliempflvc» almost surrounded by a very 
large rebel army, evidently advancing lo reinforce Fung-wha. A large 
ODmber of theee were out off and driven over the hills by the aUied troopi. 
Captain Dew took the matter into his own hands, and n fndi attack was 
no doubt contemplated next day. But it wns discovered towards morning 
that the rebels had evacuated the city during the night, sorao wounded 
men aioae being left at the South Gate by which they had gone out* The 
meant of defence of -the waUt and gates wetia perfect^ and the Eurapean 
force must have been destroyed liad the rebels pernsted in its defence. 

\7ard*s troops and the Imperialists took possession, and the Enrapea& 
force returned to tbe sbips at Ningpo the same night. 

The casualties were fifteen men killed belonj;iog to the Sphynx, eight 
belonging to the Encounter, one of Ward's officers killed, three severely 
wounded, and twenty to thirty men killed and wonnded. 

The Ottrland China Mail has the following from Ningpo zelative to fha 
eircu in stances attending the death of Ward; — From Ningpo, however, we 
Icaru that General Ward has been killed while operating against the 
Taepings in the neighbourhood. lu our last summary of news, we spoke 
of a lamentable catastrophe brouglit on by a French oflBoer at Tn TactB^ 
a town np the river from Ningpo The Ointonese who then deserted and 
went over to the rebels appcan d to have conveyed to the latter an erroneous 
impreRsion of our force and inteations, for the Taepings began to move 
about the country more freely, and bum down the hamlets as UBual, 
plundering and murdering on all sides. They came to the town of Tsze- 
hee, but were completely repulsed by the shdis Arom the Coofheiaa and 
the Hardy, and by Wara*s ]>gion. On this occasion the Taepings left 700 
killed on the field, and all their fi a [^9. Ward was viewing the fugitirea 
through hi'^ glass when a bullet < utcrcd his belly just above the narel; 
he was brou{j;ht down in the Hardy, and died the following day in Dr. 
rarkea' Hospital. He had his senses to thelast, and made his will, leaving 
Sir James Hope and the Hon. Mr. Burlingame as his executors ; he leaves 
some two or three hundred thousand d<jllars. His loss is perhaps to be 
regretted, as he had great influence among his troops, who are s?iid to have 
reposed the highest confidence in their leader. Ko successor to Ward has 
yet been named. 

The following extract is part of the renews (by tbe editor of the DaUf 
Prm, Hong-Kong, dated 6th November, 1862) of No^ 6 of the Further 
Papers on China, presented to Parliament in 1862 

Further Papers relating to the RchelUon in China^ pntthUi U hgtikMnutt 
0/ Fariiameni hjf wmmani of Jler Majesty, 1862. 

SECOSA XOTICS. 

No. 6.— A letter from Mr. Bruce to Earl Russell, dated Pekin, 26th 
March, 1862, covering three enclosures. On this letter we have much to 
c^ay. At a diplomatist and a politician, it is moat damaging to Mr. Bruce. 

Whatever unexplained considerationi induced Hie Eioetteoey to idter 
hie dsliberate oonviotioni^ expressed time and agaift bj a kgioal Miia af 



reftsoDing; or whatever the influence was which was brought to bear upon 
him to the confusion of his judgment nnd the sacrifice of his consistency, 
it is abundantly ch*nr that a complete nnd entire change had been wrought 
in his mind and ia his aspirations, A deep intrigue had evidently been 
going on, and a foaler stain than the result reflects on British diptomw^f 
can Bcareely be oonceivi'd. Earl Rutsell conveys positive instructions to 
Mr. Bruce to observe strict neutrality. Mr. Bruce not only perfectly com- 
prehended those i n structiuns, hu t fully intending? to follow them, transmitted 
their tenor and substance to Admiral Hope. The Admiral perfectly under- 
stood them, and promised to be guided by them. We should suppose that 
the iailaenee hronght to hear upon Mr. fimoe had In the first instance 
failed, and that then Admiral Hope was tried witii more aueccss. The 
Admiral mny bo viewed as Mr. "Rnice's executive officer, and Sir James's 
mode of playing the game rrquire l from liitu was that of realizing the 
fable of the wolf and the lamb as towuril!? tliu Tacpiiigs. Sir Jumes Hope 
is doubtless e nan of great personal courage, and of a keen sense of honour 
of a certain kind. He doubtless lays the flattering unction to his soul, 
that the Taepinp;'^ nre snch :i low Rpt of marauding coolies ns to be entitled 
to no consideration nor statu*. In fact his feelings towards them are 
precisely similar to those which the Macao authorities entertain towards 
the unfortunate Chinese who happen to find themseWea within the walli 
of a barracoon. Such feelings as these require a little energetic reasoning 
to maintain, and incontinently resolve themselvis into the fish-fiig'a con- 
ceptions of humanity as apjdied to the skinning of eels. 

Thus the mode pursued by Admiral Hope to frustrate the expressed 
intentions of H.3i. Government, and to carry out the Jesuitical, Mandarin 
worshipping intentions which peculiarly characterise the baneful inftuenct 
whereby he was beset, was to profess neutrality towards the Toepings, 
and to practice perfidy. I'his was always done under the pretence of 
protecting trade ; a poor pretext, coii?id* ring that the opinions of the 
leading mercantile firms were carefully avoided, simply for the reasou that 
ther were well known to be adverse to the eourM pursued. 

Let the Toepings be what they may, we do claim the right to entertain 
our own opinions both upon them, as well as rcgar<ling' the Imprnalists. 
"We say, that whatever their motives may have been, the Taepings liavo 
observed not only the most scrupulous good faith towards the British in 
their diplonatio relations, hut they have eschewed retaliation when they 
might fitirfy hare resorted to it. We further say, relative to the question 
of the exemption of Shanghai from tbc struggle, that we completely 
jockeyed them, dickied them, choused them; whatever word will best 
convey a jocular signification to premeditated and organized perfidy. 
Furtherraeve we say, that looking at the disturbed state of the country, 
and considering the class from which the Taeping ranks are flUed, ^e 
instances of p<'tty depredations committed by detached bodies of insurgents, 
or by independent raarounders, are so incredibly small as to reflect the 
utmost credit upon the rebel cause. We have it on undoubted nuthority 
that the total amount of these alleged depredations do not exceed fifty 
thousand f^wlt. 

Therefore, to base a claim for the exemption of all the open porta from 

Taeping attacks, on the ground of their retaliation upon Shanghai, because 
of our perfidy regarding the exemption of that port, is outrageous — and 
to moke it a cause of complaint against the Taepings that certam Bntish 
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properly, to a most triiliog amount, wns taken by robbers within the dis- 
tricts which wo did our utmost to prevent frum fulling into Uieir handt» 
ii tbont n alword a position at can poidbly be-imagined. 

Yet upon this principle did Sir James Hope carry out the instroetioni 
from the British Minister to ob'crrc neutrality towards the Tucpmgs. 
Doubtless the Jesuitical influence wliich induced Sir James thus to act, 
was industriously employed to prcj>are Mr. Bruce for the reception of the 
advieea from the Admiral which would eommanicate the mode m whlc^ Hit 
Bxcelleocy*s instructions had been systematically Tiolatcd. Host likely 
amour prrpre would dictate to Mr. Bruce the necessity of his rem oPi Ft rating 
with Admiral Ifopc, but all 8uch corroppon donee is surpressed, and the desti-, 
niea of the vast Empire of China were thus placed at the gratuitous mercy of 
on impulsiTe Bghting Admiral, a diplomatic dormouse, and a fanatical 
Jesiiiiical mandarin- worshipper. 

What could Mr. Bruce do ? Had he protested against the Adminl'a 
Rystcmatic viol;ition of his instructions, the protest would have rcach*»d 
Sir James far loo late to have been of any ecrrice. A halt or a prtcific 
change in the policy which the Admiral had initiated, would have been 
damaging to British prestige, and, might have made the Tscping canie 
dominant. Therefore Mr. Vmce had itaUy little option, hut to resign^ or 
to adopt the Admiral*8 action. 

But the most disgraceful part of the affair as affects British diplomacy 
is the circumstance of £arl liussell's lamb-like ae^uiesicence to a line of 
policy, which be had not only deprecated and pledged himself to eschew, 
but which he had time and again ordered should avoided. All aijgn* 
ments, remonstrances, and exculpations are roost religiously rappressed* 
The redoubtable political veteran, Lord John, is made to appear in the 
Blue Book UK if he were a dotard who had forgotten the t^nour of the 
instructions which he had transmitted, and to whom the forms of oilice 
being the only subject wbieh engrossed hia mind, one result was jnstthe 
same at another. 

We regret to have to bo so prolix, butrcallTtheletter before ns fccms with 
importance. Our readers will observe that the cahtu helii between us and 
the laepings is divided into four heads. The first is that the leader of 
the movement is a crazy blasphemer, a charge which rests entirely upon 
the testimony of old Roberts. We cannot comprehend what we have to 
do with this. Oriental potentates have always been in the habit of claim* 
ing celestial attribute'', and although Hung has gone a step in obFurdity 
beyond the most foolish of them, we do not see what that has to do with 
it, except it be to exclude him from the honour of being one of the powers 
of Christendom. 

The second eatm heUi is, that Hung decapitates people for trading; 
This rests on the authority of old Roberta too, and stands refuted to thtt* 
echo by the history of the silk trade during the past two seasons. 

The third caiu» belli is, that it docs not suit the Taepings to allow 
Shanghai to be converted, nnder the plea of neutrality, into an Mrwi^t • 
sanctuary, and a stronghold for their enemies — nor alter the perfidy pcae* 
tiscd on them docs it suit tbcm to exempt the open ports from attack. 

The fourth ca»us hdli is, that they will not pay for British property 
which may be robbed in transitu through disturbed districts, which but 
for British interference would be entirely subdued. But let it be obettved^ 
they take such care to avert Ae ooonrrenee of tneh robberies^ that the 
snm claimed is a bagateUe^ and merely amounts to n «tibU«. 

\ 1 
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